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HIS R A C E, 
fRANCIS, DUKE qf B E D F O R D. 



May it pkaje your Grace, 

T'. 
HERE are generally 

two modes of penning a 
Dedication ; the one to ex- 
tol the high, J:he exalted, 
and the moft fublime qua- 
lifications of the perfon, to 
whom any work is addref- 
fed; whole pour trait muft 
be drawn in the ftile and 
attitude of a General, a 
Hero, or a Demigod ; tho' 

at 



iv D E D 1 C A T I O ^f. 

at the fame time, the poor 
man may be known to be 
one of the moft defpicable 
charaders of the age, in 
private life: The other is, 
to advertife the Reader of 
the beauties, the excellen- 
ces, and the interefting 
perfections of the work, 
that is laid before him ; and 
confequently he muft be 
tacitly fuppofed to be a 
moft competent judge of 
that work; though at the 
fame time, the poor man 
may be known to be fo il- 
literate, as not to linder- 
ftand a finglc fyllable of the 

fubje<3; 



•DEDICATION. r 

fubjeS, which was fo hap- 
pily addrcffed to him. 

Now there is fomething 
fo difingenuous in both 
thefe methods of Dedicati- 
on, that the Editor of the 
following Sheets has total- 
ly decline^ them ; and has 
ventured boldly to aflert, 
becaufe he can aflert it with 
Truth, that the extenfive 
Property, which Your 
Grace pofl^efles in the Great 
Bedford Level, was, and 
is, the fole caufe, that na- 
turally and vifibly called 
upon him to requeft the fa- 
vour of prefixing Your 

Grace's 



VI DEDICATION. 

Grace's Name to the La- 
bours of a man, who had 
employed the greateft part 
of his life in ftudies of this 
nature, in Works of Im- 
banking and Draining. 

Permit me then only to 
obferve, that many Soci- 
eties have been formed, 
and Corporations eftablifti- 
ed, for carrying on Works 
of this kind; that feveral 
Plans have been propofed, 
and numberlefs Reports 
have been made, for this 
purpofe ; and that this ve^r 
ry Author himfelf has been 
employed by Your Grace's 

moft 



D E D I C A T r O Ni r"j 

I 

ipoft Noble and Worthy 
Anceftor, his Grace, Johi^, 
late Duke of Bedford, who 
gave him commiflion, and 
commanded him to com- 
pleat that Cut, which reach- 
es from Wifbeach River 
End, where the Great Dam 
was made, to Gunthorp 
fluice, thence to a place 
near Peters point, above 
Sutton Waftiway, which 
has totally drained all the 
NORTH LEVEL. 

Let fue now humbly 
hope, that the Produdions 
of fuch a Pen will be ac- 
ceptable; and, that they 

may 
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,>*-i DEDICATION. 

may merit Your Grace's 
attention, and deferye 
Your Grace's approbation, 
is the fincere wifli, 



^od mofl: ardent defire 

Of, 

May itpleafe Your Gracp, 

Your Grace's moft devoted. 



And moft obedient. 



* « \ 



I. 



humble Servant, 



W. WHITTINGHAM. 
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fVhicb will open the eyes of the Public 

better than the New ones^ may be bad 

of IF. IVhittingbam, LTNN. 
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Outfall of the River Witham, 

1761* 3s* 6d« 
aa Reports of Gron4y> Edwards and 

Smeaton on ditto. 1760, 3s. 6d. 

13 <SmeatDn*s Report on Lynn Har. 

bour, 1757. 5S. 

14 Smeaton's Report on the North 

Level and the Outfal at Wif- 
beach, ij^S, 



15 Lieuti Pages Report for Drain- 

ing the South Level, 3s. 6d. 

1775* 

16 Golbome's Heads of t Bill for 

Draining the Middle and South 
Levels, 3s. 6d. 1/75. 

17 Yoeman*s I^eport on the North* 

Level, and the Outfall at Wif. 
"^^ beacii, 1769, 3s. 6d. 
iS Refolutions at a Meeting at Ely, 

30th of October, 1777, is. 6d. 
19 Meeting at the Fok Office, Dec. 

12, I777f IS. 6d. 
10 Golborne's Report on the North 

Level, and the Outfall at Wif- 

beach, 1769, 38. 6d. 
SI Golborn^s Report upon the Mid« 

die and South Levels, 17779 5s. 

22 GrearLaw of Marih-land, 17149 
78. 6d* 

23 The Life of a Fen-man, a Poemy 
IS. 6d. 

24 Brindley on the North Level, 
1770, 3s. 

25 R efult of a Meeting at Wifbeaph, 
Sep. 1771. 

26 Wattc*s Repoit on the propofed 
New Cut from Eau-Brink to 
Lynn, 1791, is. 6d. 

27 Maxwell's Obfervation on the 
lands about Spalding, and on the 
Outfall of the river Welland, &c» 
Is. 1791. 

28 Labelyc*8 Report 1745, *os» ^» 
*9 ditto. Auguft 1745, 4* ^* 
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tr Any Reports, or Books on Drainage, that are not in the 
above Lift, die Proprietor would be glad to Purchafe. 
Or any Copper-Plates, refpcdling the 
faine Subjefl. 



>^ 



' • » • I 



-, t '■\.t. - ••• i V i 



>♦. % 



38Wi<10«3<S<K»«»K2«OC^^ 



H 



THE 

S T d R Y 

O F 



BEDFORD LEVEL: 






T T is an obfervatioh made by an in* 
genious gentlerrian, of great abilities 
ind experience, who has been confulted 
in the preferit defign of relieving and fe- 
curing tKe North Levels and recovering 
the navigation of the pott of IViJheach } 
" That much having been faid and 
wrote, upon the fubjcfli: of the Great Le- 
vel of the fens, he found it neceflary, in 
order to cleair his way, to deduce what he 
liad to offer oh the fubjeft of the North 
Level, from its original." Which origi- 
JOd, ht very happily finds amongft the 

treafure^ 
B 
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treafures of an ingenious imagination* 
But though I cannot' think it neceffary, 
in the prefent cafe, to ftretch our inven- 
tions fo far, as to raife a country from 
the bottom of the ocean, yet the great 
changes and mutations, which this large 
tra6l of land called the Great Level of 
the fens, has undergone, and the great 
alterations, which the ft ate of the rivers 
palling through it, have fufFered, feems 
to require, that we (hould look a little 
back into its antient, natural, and I may 
fay original ftate, (not as a country to 
be made, but as formed and finilhed) 
fo far as hiftory, and the phaenomena 
ofnatur , will enable us: that we may 
if poTible find out, and inveftigate the 
caufe, either natural or artificial, which 
has produced the maladies and evils, 
now wanting to be remoi'^d; that, by 
knowing the caufe of the diftemper, 
the phyficians may judge what reme- 
dies to prefcribe. 

Jirft then, it appears that a great, I'f not 
the greatefl part of this uncertain traft 

of 
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bf land, waas ntiently and originally 
found and certain land, naturally produc- 
tive of treeSi flirubs, and bufhes, fuch as 
grow upon firm and dry ground ; and 
cannot be raifed and brought to maturi- 
ty on a rotten, moorifh, and morafly 
foil, fuch as the fens in general have 
been for fome ages paft* 

This is evidenced, by both the anti-* 
ent and modern teftimonies of many^ 
who have had an opportunity of obferv- 
ing the phaenomena of nature^ in this 
country- where multitudes of large 
timber trees^ of oak, fir, &c. have 
been found buried under the moor, 

with their roots, (landing as they grew 
in the firm foil. Dugdale, in his Hifto- 
ry of Imbanking and Draining, (Chap* 
32. page, 171) fpeaking of the Great Le- 
vel of the Fensi " fays. Having done 
with all the marfhes within the province 
of Lindfey^ in this county (viz; Lin- 
colnfliire,) and continuing ftillmy courfe 
South Eaftward, t come next to that 
Great Levels which extends itfelf from 

B 3 about 
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about Halton, and Toynton, in Lincoln- 
ftiire, through a great part of fix coun- 
ties, viz. Lincoln, Norfolk, Suffolk^ 
Cambridge, Huntington, and Northamp- 
ton, being in length no lets than fixty 
miles, and in breadth from Peterborough 
in Northatnptonihire, to Brandon in 
Suffolk, near forty miles ; all which, ex- 
cept the ifle of Ely, and fome few pla- 
ces of that kind ; and alfo Holland, in 
Lincolnfliire, andMarfhlknd in Norfolk, 
(both of which have been long ago, by 
great induflry gained from the fea,) 
were for the fpace of many ages, tilj 
of late years, avafl; and deep fen, afford- 
ing little benefit to the realm, other 
than fifh or fowl, with over-much har- 
bour to a rude and almoft barbarous 
fort of lazy, and beggarly people." 

Having thus dbfcribed the land, in* 
its loft, inundated ccHidition, he goes on, 
and fays, " That this vaft Level, was at 
firfl a firm, dry land, and not annoyed^ 
with any extraordinary inundation by 
the fea, or ftagnation of frelh waters^ 

lihaU. 
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I (hall now endeavour to fhew ; which 
may perhaps feeni flrange to many: 
But when it is well confidered, that 
timber trees will not grow and thrive, 
where water for the moft part Hands; 
or in a nioor, which by length of time 
is bred and increafed in fuch moift pla- 
ces, both the one and the other may 
with much probability be grounded* 
The cafe being then thus Hated, it now 
remains for me to prove, that fuch have 
hereafter been bred, and profpered in 
feveral parts of this now fenny coun* 
try: which is no hard matter to do; ma- 
ny perfons yet living being able to tefti- 
fy, that in the late digging of thofe 
channels and drains for the exficcation 

thereof; great number of fuch trees of 
feveral kinds have been found, moflly 

of oak and fir, and few of them fevered 

from their roots ; but fuch, as had been 

fevered, the roots are obferved to Hand 

in the firm earth, below the moor; of 

which fort (fays he) I my felf have feen 

fome, that were taken up in the fen 

near Thorney , and have had credible 

information of multitudes found in o- 

B 3 ther 
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ther places, whereof fome were dug up 
?^t the cutting of that large channel, caU 
led Downh^m Eau, which extends from 
Salter's lode abput four piiles northward 
to Lynn. 

Moreover in Marftil^nd^ abput a mile 
weftward of Magdalen bridge, at fetr 
ting down a fluice very lately, there 
were ciifcovered at feyenteen feet deep, 
feyeral jfurz bufhes,and nut trees, prejQTed 
flat down, with nuts found and firm, 
lying by them, the bulhes and trees 
flanding in folid earth, below the filt, 
which had been brought by the inun^ 
d^tion of the fea, and in time raifed to 
that gre^t f^\c\n^i^. Add to this, what 
i have already obferved in the ifle of 
Axholm, concerning the trees of oak 
^nd fir* found in fych great numbers, 
^t flaking of thofe channels and fewers, 
for draining that fen : which though it 
lies not contiguous to this, yet out of 
all doubt is on the fanje level, and 
was apparently a woody country at 
firft. To give any mor^ inft^nces there-. 

fore 
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fore to demonftrate fo evident a truth, 
would beneedlefs/' 



Thus far Dugdale; and Mr. Atkins, a 
gentleman much employed in furveys 
and examination of the ftate of the fens 
in his time, and who had taken pains to 
make inquiry into their antient ftate, 
fays, the fens that are now, were for- 
merly in the nature of meadow -land, 
fruitful, healthful, and very profitable 
to the inhabitants, and yielded much re- 
lief to the people of the high countries, 
in the time of great drought; the truth 
of this is difputed by fome; but they 
feem plainly to have been fo; for Peter- 
borough of old was caird Meadhamfted 
on account of the meadows there ; and 
not Fenhamfted from the fens, that arc 
now at prefent there: and yet moft pf 
them of the fens belong to that diftrift: 
Thus likewife Ely fen, or Peterborough 
Great Fen was once foreft, whofe 
keeper had in it, (in the New marfhes 
now called Marlh fen,) an inclofure for 
keeping of flieep, and for mowing of 

B 4 hay; 
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hay ; and in Wry docroft, both a mair): 
fion, and a large dairy houfe. Hence 
fays he, we find Leland and other an- 
tient writers, very lavifli in their praifes 
of this once fruitful country. Badeflade's 
Jiillory, page 15. fee. 34. 

From which accounts it fufEciently 
appears, that the mod cpnfiderable part 
of the Great Level wasantiently found, 
<lry land by nature, well furniftied 
with timber trees and woods; a great 
part of which was originally in the na- 
ture of foreft, and the habitation- and 
ftielter of deer, &c. as appears by the 
horns of thofe animals having been 
4ug up, in the making drains in feveral 
places ; as I have been credibly inform- 
ed by fome workmen. 

That this wa^ the ftate of the Great 
Leyel, when the Romans entered this 
Ifland is highly probable, (fee Baker's 
Chronicle, page 2.) who fays, " When 
Julius Caefar entered Britain, the Illand 
^asin a manner a village, being with- 

^ out 
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put walls^ as having no fliipping (which 
are indeed the walls of an ifland) but 
certain fmall veflels made of boards and 
wicker, nor any forts for defence with- 
in, fcarce any hpufes, but what were 
made of boughs of trees, f^flened to- 
gether/' 

This introduftory digreflion, I 
thought proper to make, fince it has a ten- 
dency to elucidate the prefent fubjeft. 

. The Britons being at that time an 
ignorant and barbarous people, unfkilled 
in the arts and fciences, contenting 
themfelves with mean and uncomforta- 
ble habitations, and being without (hip- 
ping, and foreign trade ; it is very rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that they had ijever 
made any confiderable attempts to im- 
prove, or alter the courfe of nature. 

The Romans therefore at their com- 
ing muft have found the fens, and par- 
ticularly the Great Level, in its origi-p 
nal ftate, viz. the greateft part a found, 
|ruitful foil, covered with woods and 

trees; 
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trees; From whence it confequently 
follows, that the greateft part of thisi 
country had remained without any 
hurtful annoyance, occafioned by the 
natural rivers paffing through it, from 
the time of the retreat of the water, at the 
general Deluge, to the time when the 
Romans entered the ifland. 

As nature a6ls uniformly under fimi- 
lar circumftahces, there is reafon to be- 
lieve, that the Great Level would have 
been a flourifhing country to this very 
day, had not the operations of nature 
been interrupted by the works of art. 
It is therefore to the latter, and not to 
die former, that we muft look for the 
great alterations, which have befallen 
this country. That thefe works were 
begun, and the principal part of them 
executed by the Romans, there cannot 
be much reafon to doubt; efpecially 
when we refleft, tjiat they remained in 
this ifland fo confiderable a time, as a- 
bput five hundred years, keeping in 
pay fpurfcore thoufand foldiers, after 

the 
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the iflandwas fubdued; and being an 
aftive, cnterprizing people, ambitious of 
great, magnificent works, and equally 
remarkable for the ftrift difcipline and 
exercife of their foldiers; As no peo- 
ple could have fo favourable an oppor* 
tunity, fo none were more likely to 
engage in fuch jgreat undertakings^ as 
themfelves. 

> 

In the eonqueft of the ifland, being 
frequently annoyed by the inhabitants^ 
ftieltering themfelves in the coverts of 
their woods and forefts (as the Indians 
in America do, to this day) they were 
under the neeeflity of taking down 
vaft numbers of trees to clear the lands, 
in order to come at their enemies, par- 
ticularly in fome parts of the fens. 

Dugdale, in a quotation extrafted 
from Tacitus, in Vita Agricolae, fays, 
the Britons complained, that the Ro« 
mans wore out, and confumed their 
bodies and hands in clearing woods 
?ind imbankingthe fens. Many arms 
and Roman coins h^ve been found in 
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that Country, and the long caufey 
jnadeof graveL about three feet in thick-* 
nefs, mentioned by Dugdale, being in 
breadth fixty feet, and extending in length 
twenty four miles, crofs the fen, from 
Denver in Norfolk near Salters lode, Oli- 
ver the great wafti to Cheerk, thence to 
March Plant water and Eldernell, and fo 
to Peterborough ; is a lalling monument 
of their labours. 1 his is now covered 
ivith moor, in fome places three, and in 
others, five feet thick, and is fuppofed to 
havebeen made by Severus, one of the 
Koman emperors, who came over in per* 
fon to Britain, as others had done, and 
was the lirft to make caufcys over 
the fens, that his foldiers might iland 
on firm ground, and with eafe pafling 
over them, might fight on dry land. 
Many places being fenny at that time, 
as the rivers were unimbahked, and 
the tides flowing freely into them, it 
muft be fuppofed, that fome of the low- 
eft parts would be covered by the in- 
flux of thofe tides : and the Britons in- 
habiting thofe parts of the fens, being 
ipxpert fwimmcrs, often avoided the 

perfuits 
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pef fuits of their enemies, and fecured 
themfelves by fwimming over the numc* 
rous creeks, with which the country 
was intcrfe6led. 

All thefe things plainly fhew, tihat the 
Romans were for a long time engaged in 
reducing and clearing the fenny parts 
of the country. 

It will be^ proper in the next place to 
confider the courfe and ftate of the ri- 
vers, then paffing tl^rough the country j 
and how the bordering lands were afFeft- 
ed by them, and the tides flowing into 
their channels. 

Dugdale, in defcribing the rivers paf- 
fing through this Level, begins with the 
river Grant; ** which, he fays, having itf 
fource about A (h well, in Hertfordfliirfe, 
brings with it the downfalls of part o^ 
that county, and part of Effex, paffes 
through Cambridge, and at Stretham: 
meer, (on the borders of the ifle of Ely) 
»nites itfelf to a branch of the Ouze, 
being about twenty two miles frcfti the 
%>ring head/* 

Thcu 
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Then fpeaking of the Ouze, he fay^^ 
•* the Ouze rifing near Sifam (Badcfladd 
fays at Brackley) in Northamptonfhire, 
paffes through part of Buckingham and 
Bedfordfhires, taking in feveral petty 
flreams, and coming by Huntingdon 
to Erith, it there divides into two 
branches ; the one falling Eaft by North 
(near the bounds of the ifle of Ely) to 
Stretham-mere aforefaid, and the other, 
now called Weft water. North (at the 
partition of Huntingtonfliirc^ and the 
faid Ifle) under Chatteris to Ben wick; 
there, in former ages, meeting with a 
part of the river Nene, at a place calFd 
Shrewfifle, or Shrewfnefs, it joined 
with the firft branch thereof (defcend- 
iiig from Stretham aforefaid by Ely, 
Littleport, and Wellney,) at which 
place being fo united they pafled by 
Outwell, (at the partition of the ifle of 
Ely and Marfliland, to Wifbeach, and fd 
to the fea. But at prefent it is other wife 9 
for the firft branch with which Grant 
did unite, and now defcends from 
Stretham to Ely, thence to Littleport^ 
and jfo by Prieft-houfes and Rebeck to 

Salter* 



BEDFORD LEVEL. I5 

Saltcrs-lode ; thefe other ftreams, viz* 
Swaffham-lode and Reach-lode, out of 
CambridgeQiire ; Mildenhall river out of 
Suffolk, and Ouze parva out of the con- 
fines of Suffolk and Norfolk; the river 
Wifey falling in by Hellgay; and at 
Salters-lode the other branch of Ouze 
and Nene (united from OutwelL) which 
comes in there by the New Podike, and 
from thence in one courfe into Lynn 
Deep, and fo to fea, the fame deep be- 
ing now the beft receptacle, and moft 
convenient place for conducing the 
waters out of the fens and low grounds. 
So that by this river Ouze, all the 
fprings and downfalls, rills and brooks 
of Huntingdonfhire, for the moft part, 
Bedfordftiire totally, and fome part of 
Buckingham, Oxford, and Northamp- 
tonfhires, are brought to the fea ; the 
compafs of ground affording defcent to 
them, being fix fcore miles at leafl." 

It may not be improper to obferve^ 
that there feems to be a miftake, in enu- 
merating the ftreams falling into the 
Ouze^ ia its prefent courfe by Prieft* 

houfes 
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houfes to Salters-lode ; among which 
are mentioned SwafFhstm lode and 
Reach lode out of Cambridgefliire, and 
Mildenhall river out of Suffolk, which 
do not fall into the Ouze, between 
Prieft^houfes and Salters lode, the faid 
houfes (landing below Littleport, the 
former of thefe fireims falling into the 
Grant; and the latter into the old Ouze 
above Littleport, where antiently it 
-ivent united with it to the great out- 
fall atWifbeach. 

The nekt account bur author give^ 
h, of the courfe of the Nene, is fol- 
lows. 

*' The Nerie, whofe head is about Catef- 
by in Northamptohfhire, paffing thro"" 
a large trail of ground in this county 
t6 Peterborough, enters the fens near 
•tliat place, having in its courfe taken iii 
divers petty ftrea.ms ; in which fenny 
flat it divides itfelf into fundry bratich- 
es; bfwhich the chief now falls under 
Standground and Horfey bridge, into 
Wtettkiea mere» tad fopailing trough 

that 
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iMt mere togethet with Ub mefe and 
llamfey mere Vuns to Benwiek, where 
'it tiriites with the fecorid brinch of the 
Ouze before fpecified, and thence to 
fea ; as I have already (hewn : the fecond 
Tbrknch of this river, did tiSike its courfe 
by Thbrney barr, Singleholt arid No* 
man's-land; from the triangular bridge 
at Croylarid, where it United With Wet- 
land, pdfled kwky with it to Spalding^ 
arid fo to fea. But this channel of Nene 
is now utterly decayed, and likteWifrf 
that of Weildnd ; for whereas it did an^ 
itiently fall info Weliand, iit)W .Welland 
makes k fall backward by the fame 
courfe to Noman's-land, 4nd the SoiitA 
Eau to^DoWsdiire, Clow's-crofs andQuy- 
him, and fo to Wifbeach ind Well, 
as it can to the fed« 

Other branches of Kehe there have 
been in antient timfes within the fens^ 
Viz. King's delph, pafling a little be- 
low Standground by Raven's wiltews 
(crofs the fens) to Romney gmtinds. 
Where it feli into the Nene, Whittlefea 
!» a little below Horfey bf idge, which 

C Ming 
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fellijpg by Whittlefea, town ran into 
]^ene below Benwick ; feyeral other cur- 
rents of it there were, by and thrpvjgh* 
the bounds of Thorncy, chiefly Knor-' 
lake, the Wride, and fouth ^-au, which 
have Heretofore difcb^rge^ themfelves 
into the fea, (as fome fupppfe) by Clow's ' 
crofs; but of later tipifCj, fince the new^ 
leam was made by bifhop Morton, from 
Standground to G.uyl)irn^ -and, fq to 
WiflDcach, their chief, and beftv paflage 
Ijas been by that channel; This river 
Nepe brings with it into the fens. the 
downfall of tlje greateft part oC North- 
amptonfliire, and tl^en having 'i\o prefent 
iflue intp the fea, divides itfelf, as I have 
Ihewn ; and being bounded on one fjde 
by th^ Ouze, on another with Weljand. 
and on a third with Jputh Eau bank/ 
and other banks, in the ifle of Ely, it ig 
a principjtL caufc of furrounding a great 
part of tlje body of the fens : and not 
dnly fp, but occafioned abund?^ncc of, 
fock^ with which the greateft part of. 
fouth Holland, and Wifbeach (which 
l?ave made banks againft thp fame) arc 

4liaed^ ^ ' * ' ■ 
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/Lfter this, he proceeds to the Welland, 
as follows: 

"Welland, having its rife near Sibcr- 
toft in Northamptonlhire, and taking in, 
fomc petty ftreanilets, comes at length 
to Market Deeping, and St. James's Deep- 
iing, where it enters the fens, and bur- 
» dens them with all the waters and down* 

falls of part of Northamptonfhire, Lei- 
cefter, Rutland and Lincolnfhires; 
whence pafling to Croyland-bridgc, it 
divides itfelf into two branches; the 
one leading by fouth Eau toward Wif- 
beach 5 the other in a mofl flow courfe 
to Spalding and Surfleet; where receiv- 
ing thp wafe^- of Glen, it, goes on to FoC. 
dike. Stow, and fp into Bofton Deep.'* 

Thefe heihg all the rivers, which 
feena gint^enitly to have had any com- 
munication with the outfall at Wit 
beach, I (hall not at prcfent proceed to 
the defcripytion of any others, but fliall 
here flop to. iiigls,e pne pr tyro obferva- 
t»ons, 

Firft 
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Firft then, it plainly appears, that 
Wifbeach was antiently, and I may ven* 
ture to. fay originally^ the grand outfall 
for all the great collefted body of water 
brought down the rivers Grant, Ouze, 
and .a confiderable part of the Nene, 
with all their different branches, rivu- 
lets, and rills. And was alfo the great 
xnouth, oroftiary, by which the tides 
flowed into, and up the fevefal fivers 
before mentioned, which ferved as fo 

many long and large receptacles and 
and refervoirs, from which the Ebbs 
defcending, greatly ftrengthcned by the 
conjunction of the upland waters, re* 
turned through the mouth of the river 
to fea, with an impetus and force al* 
mod irrefiftible, and fufficient to re- 
move any moveable impediment, which 
it might meet with in its way, and nor 
only to prefervc, but continually to deep* 
en, and improve its outfall* 

That there was antiently no other 
confiderable inlet for the tides ; or dif- 
charge for the outland waters^ is manifefl 

from many teilimoaics« 

The 
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The haven of Lynn was antiently but 
a fixiall, inconfiderable fewer, not above 
fix poles wide, ferving only for dif- 
charging of the waters coming down 
the Little Ouze, or Brand river, Stojke 
river, and the river now called Setch 
river, Sandringhara Eau, or Nar ri- 
ver; but antiently Lynn river, with 
fome other fmall drains, was at that 
time called Wiggenhall Eau, (fee Bade- 
ilade's hiftory, page i.) And that there 
was no river between Littleport chair 
and Rebeck in antient times, a record 
vouched by Mr. Hoxham, furveyor to 
Will, earl of Arundel, (hews the tra6t 
of the river being of a quite contrary 
nature, viz. more llrait, than any part of 
the Ouze, in all the fens from Ely 
$0 Wifbeach. 

When the Ouze had its proper out-i 
fall by Wilheach, the haven of Lynn 
was but fix perches wide, and was by^ 
due prefentment faid at that time, to be 
of a width fuflS^ient for the haven and 
yeifcU thereta reforting, by the inlet 

C3 of 
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of the fait water, and large enough td 
pafs away the frefh. (fee BadefladelS 
Hiftory ; page 6.) 

But after the opening of the river frorti 

Littleport chair to Rebeck, or Priefl* 

houfes, and leading the waters of the 

Great Ouze to join thofe of the Little 

Ouze, or Brandon waters, which had 

their outfall through Wiggenhall Eau, 

by Lynn to fea, that fewer and outfall, 

became in time greatly enlarged ; and 

the river Nene alfo taking its courfe that 

way, through Well-crieek, and joining 

the Ouze at Salter's-lode, the inhabitants 

of Marfhiand were very apprehcniive 

of the ill confequence they might be of 

to them, and procured a Commiflioii 

the 21, Edw. L bearing date June ig, 

1292, to have the matter inquired into* 

But of this, more hereafter ; ail that was 

now intended being to ftiew, that the 

great outfall was originally at Wffbeach ; 

that the haven of Lynn at that time wis 

a very inconfidefable one, being only k 

fmali fewer, and that the great body of 

Water palling through the Grants and great 

Ouze 
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-Ouze^ were by aii artifiGial cut diverteci 
■from their antiMt eourfe, to Wifbeach ; 
ind broiigKt t6 [join the little Ouze in it* 
*courfe to Lynn ; in which eourfe, it- was 
joined by the Nene, through Well-creek 
at Salter's lode* 

The fecorid obfcrvation I fhall make 
IS, tliat though tfcic great level of the 
Fens is, and always has been, a flat level 
tountiy , with few Confiderablc eteinences 
or grfeat elevations, yet thte greatefl part 
of it was intiently^ and originally found 
'and firm land, nitii^ally productive of, 
and well flocked with timber trees and 
Wood, as the phaehomena plainly the w* 

♦ « 

It confequently follows, that the rivers 
palling through it, , muft . have run con- 
liderabiy under foil, ^ and their bottoms 
muft have laid much lower, than the 
furface of the lands at that time, and 
the fuffaCe of the lands then was much 
lowcf, than the prefent furface of the level 
now is ; and as the bottoms of the rivers 
arc: in many places very little lower, than 
the prefcnt furface of the land, it necef- 

C4 farily 
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ferily. follows, that the bottom of thie, 
rivers at that time were greatly lower^ 
than the bottoms of the rivers are at pre* 
lent. 



*t •> 



That the furfacp of the level is now, 
Ciucli hig^r^ thap fb^erly, ai^eai^^ 
irom the accounts given by Dugdale. 

4 ^ 

In th^ yc^r.^i^'^5 upori. the deepening, 
of Wifbeacb river, the workmen at eight ■ 
feet below the then bottom, came to an- 
Other bottom, which was ftoney ; and in 
it at feveral defiances were found feveu 
Ijoats, that had lain tjhere overwhelmed! 
lyith^ flit for many aiges* 
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And, at Whitlefea, of late, years, in 
calling of thpfe moats by Mr. Under- 
wood,, for the fencing his he w, plantation 
*of fruit-trees, in^ digging, through the 
inopr at eight feet deep, they came to a 
|?erfe6l foil, ancj Twaths of grafs lying 
^ercQA, as they were at firft mowed. 
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And the roots of the trees before men* 
^ioned, found in great numbers in moft 
parts of the level, {landing in firm ground^ 
?it cojifiderable depths, lender the moor ; 
and the caufey, extending fronfi Den-, 
vex: to Peterborough, before fpoken of|^ 
being covered with a moor, from three 
to five feet in depth, fhews that the fur- 
jface of (;he level, is now raifed higher^^ 
than what it ajitiently was. 

And at the digging the foundation for 
letting down the faflc at Sal,ters lode, put 
there (of late years) by the adventurers, 
in that great work of the prcfcnt drains 
ing; the filt was ohferved to be ten feet; 
deep, next below that three feet thicknefs; 
of firm moor, then bluifh gault, which 
the workmen judged to be Gk ori^nally ; 
becaufe being dry, it not only prumbled, 
but had the roots of reeds in it : then, be. 
low it, mopr of three feet thicknefs, 
much firmer and clearer than the other, 
and laftly by whitifh clay, which is fup- 
jpofed to have been the very natural bot*, 

torn foil at th^ firft 

I . ■■ ' ^ . ■■ 
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And the famous Sir Robert CoCtoril 
making a pool at the fkirts of Conning- 
ton Down; in Huntingdonlhire, found 
the flkeleton of a large Sea-filh; near 20 
feet long, as was then conjedurcd, lying 
in perfeft lilt, above fix . feet below the 
jTupcrficies of the aground; and as much 
below the prefent level of the fens, which 
by fo long a continuance in that kiod of 
earth was petrified , as it is evident from 
many of the bones both of the vertebrae, 
and other parts, which are flill prcferved 
by Sir Thomas Cotton baronet^ his wor- 
thy fon, amongft other extraordinary rari- 
ties, that were coUefled by that learned 
perfon. 

• ■ • ^ . ■ * -' 

And at the fctting down of Shirbeck 

fluice near Bofton, there was found at 

fixteen feet deep, covered with filt, a 

Smith's forge, and "all the tools belonging 

to it, with horfefhoes, and other things j 

as fome, who fa w them have affirmed. 



To which may be added that, in driv- 
ing the piles tor feci^ing the fbuhdation 

of 
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tt the great new fluice, fct down at thie 
mouth of the new cut, a little above Bof- 
ton, in Lincolnftiire, in the year 1764 at 
about eighteen feet deep, under the then 
pafturage furface, there was found the 
roots of trees, (landing as the trees had 
grown, fome of which were obHged to 
be chopt through for a pafTage for the 
piles going down, in fome other parts of 
the pit> dug for laying the faid foundation^ 
about the fame depth were found fmall 
ihells, lying in the fame manner as they 
are now often ieen to lie, at the bottom 
and (ides of the marfh creeks, which 
roots and (hells I faw, and fome pieces 
of the wood I have now hy me, which 
was turned very black and hard, fo that 
it was di(Ecult to di(lingui(h whether it 
was oak, or elm, but it looked mod; . like 
the formen 



As it appeiars frorti all thefe ac^cbunts, 
that the furface of this level was antient- 
ly much lower, than it now is, arid that 
the rivers at that time rilnning through it 
had theijf waters in their ordinary (latf ^ 

kept 
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kept greatly under foil, otherwife tli6 
land could not have been dry. and 
found enough tp have bred and nourifli-. 
cd fuch large quantities of wood and. 
timber trees, as appears to have formerly 
grown there, (even in fome of the very 
low parts thereof;) the bottom of the rin 
ver therefore at that time mufthave been, 
very low, and as the high-water mark 
Vpon the coafl, was much the fame then^ 
as it is now, it evidently follows, that 
the tides muft flow a great way up ia 
them, and into every branch and creek 
they met in their way ; for the mouths of 
the rivers lying fo low, the tide muft 
flow, very early into them, and there 
being more time afforded for the water 
to proceed up, every neap tide muflflow 
to a confidjerable diftance, and the fpring 
tides entering with much greater veloci- 
ty, and flowing fo much higher upon the 
coaft, mufl run up much farther into the 
country, and at fome particular times, 
when driven by hard gales of north- weft 
winds, in what is called an outrage of 
a tide, fome lai^^ $£h coming by acci- 

4ent 
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ident in the way of fome of the rivers^ 
knight be carried by fuch a tide a great 
way up into the country-, and upon the 
return of the ebb by getting out of its 
courfe might be left near the place of 
equal oppofition, between the upward^ 
and downward currents ; for in two 
ilreains, defcending contrary ways> 
there muft be fomewhere a point of e^ 
qual oppofition^ which a late ingenious 
author very properly calls, the point o( 
ftagnation^ as the progreffive tnotioil 
being there flopped, whatever foil or 
filt the ftreams are loaded with, there it 
will fubfide and fettle> at fuch place it 
is, where filt> carried up by the tides^ 
has been depofited, and now lies buried 
under other foil>. at great diflances from 
the fea ; and this may account for the 
fkeleton of the fifh found by Sir Rdberfe 
Cotton, lying in a bed of filt> covered 
Over with foiL 

But though the tide thus tiaw^d up 
the rivers to a great diftance from th^ 
fea^ depofited fome of its lilt in the riversi 

and 
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and the mouths of the creeks, at the ex- 
tremity of its flowing, and has left feverat 
remaining marks of its advances behind, 
yet whilft it had its free, uninterrupted 
courfe to flow, and to re -flow in con- 
junftion with the land waters, the coun- 
try was not hurtfully annoyed by it, nor 
were the rivers choaked, or damm- 
ed up by it ; but on the contrary, by 
the conftant motion of the waters were 
continually fcoured^ and made deeper, 
and better. For though, as we obferved 
jufl now, there mull be fome where, 
when two dreams aft in oppofition to 
one another, a point of ftagnation, 
where fome foil wift be depofited, yet 
as in the cafp of the tides, and land 

waters, that time is but -fhort, and in fo 
fhort a time, the foil has no opportunity 
to confolidate, and in which no very 
large quaijtity caji fall, if there is any 
confiderable current of land-water fbl- 
lowing the returning tide, it will very 
eafily raife, and roll away the fubiiding 
filt, fo dropt at its extremity, and the 
^bb, in its retxcajt being impelled by aa. 

additional^ 
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^dditionsHforee of gravity, obtained by. 
the more early faUing of the tide upon 
the coaft, and at the mouths of the 
rivers, and having taken to its aid, the 
force of the land watery, muft of ne- 
ceffity a6| wifck-grefat power, not only 
in preferving, and carrying out the filt 
and foil brought up, but in fcouring, 
deepening, and improving the channel 
and outfall, and this in the ordinary 
courfe of naturp, muft be the efFeft of 
the tides and land waters afting in con- 
junftion with each other; no wonder 
then that the rivers paffing through the 
Great Leyel, were preferved in fo good 
a condition, from the time of the De- 
luge, to the time of the Romans^ when 
fuch a coUeftive body of land waters 
always afted in conjunftiqn with the 
tides, in preferving and improving th^ 
Qn^ oniy pijtfalL ^tWilbeach* 

To the relation given of the difco* 
ycries made near Bofton, may be add- 
ed the following one, communicated 
t^ the Ro^al Society, by the late Re v* 

John 
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John Raftrick, M. A. of Kings Lynn; 
in Norfolk: (fee Philbfophical Tranf- 
a^lions N3 279 — 1 762. ) 

At the laying the prereht rieW fluice 
br gote. ( as th^y call it ) at the end of 
Hambnds*s beck, at its fall into Boftori. 
haven; taking up thie foundation of 
the old gote; they met with the rodts 
of treesj many of them ifluing from 
their feveral boles 6t trunks^ fpread in 
the ground; which When they had 
taken up ( the roots and earth they 
grew in ) they met with a folid gra- 
velly and ftoney foil, of the higH 
fcountry kind; ( but black and dif- 
coloured by the change; that had be- 
fallen it ) updn which hard earth, they 
laid the foundation of the new gote; 
where thofe roots were dug up, which 
was certainly the furface 6f the old 
country; 

This bfeihg a circumllante, fimilar td 
•what has been mentioned, of the lay- 
ing the foundation of the new great 

iluibe 
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fiuice at Bofton, and the forge proves^ 
that in that part of the country the 
old furface thereof, Was originally fix- 
teen or eighteen feet Idwer than it now 
IS; and that it was like wife fo found 
ind dry, as in feveral places to pro-, 
duce, or at leaft to nourifli and main- 
tain timber trees ; and was at that time* 
an habitable cultivated cduntry; 

This likewife sLppears by the followi. 
ing relation, taken from a pamphlet 
intitled^ the I*refent State of the Navi- 
gation, of the toWnS of Lynn^ Wif- 
beach, Spalding and Bofton, publifhed 
by Mr; Nathaniel Kinderly> fee the 
Introduftibn, p. 8. At the fetting down 
A (iuice a little below Mdgdalen fall, a 
ftone eight feet long, and a cart wheel, 
iSxteen feet in the earth, were taken 
tap by the workmen of Mn Emmerfon. 

I'd thefe obferVatidns we may add, 
Ihit near the river Welland^ which 
runs through Spalding in Lincolnfhire, 
Anno. 1696^ it the depth of about ten 

D » feet 
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feet, there were found jetties, ( as they 
call them ) to keep up the old river's 
banks, and the head of a funnel, that 
emptied the land-water into the old 
river ; and at between twenty and thir- 
ty yards di (lance from the prefent ri- 
ver, there were dug up, about the like 
depths, feveral old boats ; which things 
(hew, that antiently the river was 
much wider than it now is, or ran in 
another courfe, or both. On the other, 
viz. the north weft fide of the river, and 
more' upward in the town, were dug 
up ( at about the .before mentioned 
depth ) the remains of old tan vats, or 
pits, a great quantity of horns, and 
ftioe foles, of a very ftrange and un- 
ufual form, with fharp pointed toes 
turned up X • which things (hew, that 

the 

I Sach as both Stowe and Baker mentTon to have been 
worfie, in tbetime of Richard II, in 1382, when, fays the 
former good old author, began the detcAable ofe of piked 
fhoes and boots tied to their knees with chaines of filver, 
gilt ; or at lead with filken laces : — ^which enormous cttfiom 
continued tdthe fifth of Edward IV, in i46i> that is, vmy 
Bcir iburfcorc years, when a piodamatioii was madt through-* 

out 
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the furface of the country lay antiently 
much lower than it now does. Such 
it appears front thefe circumftances, td 
be an eftablifhed faft^ that the old fur- 
face of the country contiguous to the 
rivers leading up to Bdfton and Spal<^ 
ding, was from eighteen and fixteen; 
to ten feet lower, than the prefent, and 
iabout Bdfton in particular, at that ' 
time, whien the furface was fo low ; the 
foil was fo gobd and fcJund, that it eu 
ther produced, dr fupported in fome 
particular places atleaft; and thofc not 
far diftant from the verges of the rivers, 
wood and timber trees, which cianftot 
grow upon fait marlhes, which the 
tides conftantly cover iand fpread over; 
fuch as lie contiguous to rivers near the 
iea; it ncceffarily follows^ that thefe 

lands 

out England^ that thi htikt, or peaks of iHoes ihoiild no( 
exceed two inches^ upon pain of carfing by the <;lergy, and 
forfeiting twenty fhillings, to be paid one noble to th« 
kingi another to the cordivayn^rt of London, and the third 
to the chamber of London:— it might hare been 6nc « 
thcfc gigantic Ihoes, that was now found. 

D2 
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lands miift either have been originally 
and naturally out of the reach of the 
tides, or they muft have been defend- 
ed from them by banks or other artifi- 
cial means, as the lands in this country 
arc now, and long have been. The 
latter could not be the cafe ; there muft 
have been a time, when they were in- 
tirely unimbanked, and lay c^en and 
defencelefs frotn the fea tides : There- 
fore I fhall coiifider them in that origi- 
nal priftine conditicm. 

It is very well known^ that the high 
and low water marks cm the coaft next 

the ocean, are regulated by the influ- 
ences €^ the Sun and Moon, according 
as they coincide^ or a£t in oppofition 
to each other, and the tides are propa- 
gated along the feveral coafls, according 
to their fkuation, and the inlets lead' 
ing to them ; thefe therefore remaining 
the fame, the ordinary marks of the 
high and low water will HkewiJfe con- 
tinue the fame. 

The foundations of thofe floices be- 

* fore 
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fore mentioned near Boilon, lie about 
as low, or lower, than the prefent bot- 
tom of the river, in which there may 
be about three or four feet in depth at 
low water, and 41J ordinary fpring tide 
rifes about fixteen, or eighteen feet, to 
the level with, and often higher than 
the prefent furface of the lands. 

As the furface of the land antiently 
was as low as the prefent bottom of 
the river, and the high water mark 
may be fuppofed much the f?iine as for- 
merly, it is evident, that whilft thd 
lands bordering upon the river, laid 
defencelefs and unimbanked, every or- 
dinary fpring tide would rife fixteen^ 
or eighteen feet above them, and hav- 
ing nothing to obftruft their progrefs, 
as the furfaee of the le^nd in that part 
of the country was then fo much lower 
than it is now, every ordinary ipring 
tide would evidently fpread a large 
trafl of land, as far a^it could reach; 
during the flowing of the tide; and 
upon the ebb, it would return again 

D3 to 
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to the fea, but as the motion upward, 
or to land-ward, would not immedi- 
ately ftpp at the firfl; falling of the wa- 
ter in, or near the margin of the rivers, 
a large quantity would remain to fall 
off the furface of the land into the river, • 
after the ebb was reduced into the com- 
pafs of the low water channel, efpeci- 
ally at the mouth of the river. By 
lyhich means, the fand and fiU, which 
inight fubfide in it, would be fecured, 
aiijd the outfall preferved and kept 

£OOd. 

But the lands thus conftantly covered 
^nd uncovered by the fait water, muft' 
have been at that time mtirely in the 
nature of fait marflics, and abfolutely 
liQfit for either producing, or fupport- 
ing of ?Miy fort pf wood, or timber 
trees; it therefore ncceflarily follows, 
that thpfe ^mber trees, which grew up- 
on the larid, when its furface lay fo low, 
pivifl haye beep planted, and grown up 
^fter the CQuntry had been inhabited, 
jfpproved, and cultivated, that is, after 

1% 
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it had been recoverd from the fca, and 
the tides were intirely prevented from ^ 
flowing over it ; confequently its furface 
muft have been fo much lower than it 
now is at the time of its imbankation, 
and fo continue after i^ was inhabited, 
cultivated, and in fome parts planted^ 
and until tl^e tr^e^ grew up, and came 
to X maturity. 

As it is probable, that this country ; 
being pa^rt of the marOics gained from ' 
the fea, by th^e Rpmans, was very early 
recovered, perhaps before, or fpon after 
they had compleated the conqueft of 
the ifland, when they begun to want 
employment for their foldiers; as the 
improving of a country, which they hs^d^ 
fo gainedj^ was a^n objefcl like to engage 

^eir 
D4 



I Or ndier peihapft thofe trees migkt hate beea £H%aM(^ 
or natives of the ibil» ia which they grew; til] that vtete 
diftri6t became Fens, and MaHh-grootKiSft hf the o v c ai l u wi ri ttg 
•f the rivers, or violent inondatioos of Ae fei» lircaiking* 
and deflroying thole baokt^ which iiugjh| hioknibdhf tkr 
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their attention^ in order to jrender it 
beneficial, and profitable, it may be 
concluded that they gpt it inh?ibited, and 
fet abput the cultivation thcrepf, ^ foon 
as poflible. And as they continued in 
this ifl^nd^ perh^tps near two centuries 
after the conqueft ther<*of § , in fuch ^ 
fpace pf tipie, thofe marfhes nxight be 
improved into ^ fine country : become 
good paflurage, and fit tp fupport an^ 
nourifh fuch trees as might be thought 
proper to plant therein, which in thq 
ipace of pne hundred years would arr 
rive to gresit maturity ; and t^is feems tq 
havp been the cafe. 

Bu^ after thei^ leaving the ifland, the 
Britons and Saxpns, being much engag- 
ed in almofl cpntinuail quarrels a^4 

warSji 

^ f But if wc coinpQte fro© tlif time of Caeftr, which wai 
about $0 yean before phrift, tp the tiipe j|hat the Rozoani 
kit ihis i(land» v^hich was 448 years after Chri^, that wiU 
mnount to at leaft 500, iullead of near fufo centm-ies : Ox 
if by the Ccnnutfi tbrnof^ cur author means the tiQies of 
Agricpla, in the 7) year ofChriA, to the time of dieii^ 
leaving it, in 558, ^t will make it op left than 370 years, 
U^ad of /4V9 cmhtriis, at above* 
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wars, it is likely that the banks^ hy 
which thofe countries were then de^ 
fended from the fea, being not fo care^ 
fully atten4cd to, might begin to grow 
into decay, ^nd by fome fu4den an4 
violent breach therepf, a great part of 
fh^t country was Entirely inundated, 
jfurrounded, and depopulated ; and the 
^reat depth qf the ground, with which 
thofe before mentioned articles were 
covered, indicates the calamity muft 
have been general, and the oquntry 
jnuft have long laid defolate^ the conten- 
tions,^ differences, and wsu's, between 
the Britons an4 Saxqns preventing them 
from attempting the recovery, till they 
had compleated their fetdement, divid* 
j^d the kingdom, allotted their pofleffions, 
jmd inftitu^ed the feveral foveyeigntics of 
the SaxQn Heptarchy. 

But when thefe things were fettled, 
^nd the Mercian kingdom was eftablifli- 
pi in this part of the country, it is like- 
ly they would then begin to think of 
|i|iprovcn|ents; for ihg^ this country lay 

long 
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lot^ inundated, is manifeft from the 
gseat accretions of the foil, which have 
fomuch heightened thie furfape^^ and left 
fuch great quantities of iilt, almoft 
every where found under the prefent 
vegetable fpik It is difficult to deter* 
inine the exad time of its continuance 
in thi3 1q(1, inundated condition, or by 
whom it was again recovered, but fi^om 
the nature of the thipg itfelf» it mu^ 
hjive been a long time before it could . 
have been effected, for what a height 
the banks were of that furrounded it^ 
>^hat ^ large trad of country muft have 
been drowned, and what a great depth . 
of water muft have covered it, we may 
conceive it to be like a large bafoiv 
from which the water running out upon 
the ebbs,, it was continually filled again 
by the floods ; nor can it be conceived 
that any means of exbaufting it could 
be cofUriyed, but by the taking down 
a greater pai^t of the banks^ opening the 
breach wider^ apd bringing the country , 
baqk as it were to its ordinal, priftine» 
ftgite^ by lett^g the confined waters. 

ireely 
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freely join the ebbs, by the natural de- 
clivity of the country ; and nature work 
the recovery, by filling the bafon with 
, the fuUage of the waters, which the tides 
brought into it, it muft therefore have 
been a confiderable time, before any art 
could effeft the recovery ; which how- 
ever it is evident, that time and induftry 
have nearly compleated. 

If we turn our views a little more par- 
ticularly to the rivers, and confider the 
alterations, which fuch accidents would 
occafion in them, we (hall find, that 
their outfalls would in a little time be 
greatly affedled thereby, even by the 
imbankation itfelf. 

For while fo very large a trafi: of 
country lay intirely unimbanked, and 
every ordinary fpring tide covered as 
much of it as would fpread over during 
the time from the water firft rifing out of 
the channel of the rivers, to the time 
pf high-water, which perhaps might 
then be about three hours; in which time 

it 
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it rofc in die rivers fixteen or eighteen 

feet above the furface of the contiguous 
land ; in the parts remote from the rivers, 
it would be continuing to fpread itfelf 
fome confiderable time, after the waters 
were fhrunk upon the margin of the 
channel, and a great deal would be to 
return, after the waters had contraded 
themfelves into the bounds of the chan- 
nel, as aforefaid ; bv which means the 
diftant water woula flow into the main 
rivers, through many large creeks- and 
gullies, like jfo many pipes ifluing from 
a ftupendous refervoir, which being 
coUeaed in the channel at fome dillance 
from the outfall, would by ftrengthen- 
ing the ebbs, and joining the back wa- 
ters, be a very powerful and fufficient 
means of preierving and continuing a 
good, and a deep outfalK And thus had 
nature formerly operated, and thus hadS 
|he rivers and outfalls been preferved, 
kept deep and good, from the time of 
the peluge^^ tQ the tii^ pf the imbanka-^ 
tion. 

But when thefe piarfhes were imb^nk^ 
cd^ and the tides prevented from fpread- 

ing 
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ing over them, and fuch a ftupendoua 
receptacle was taken away, and fo fmall 
a quantity of ebb left to return with the 
land-waters, to what before there had 
been, the outfalls would of courfe begin 
then to decay, and would be continual^ 
ly worfe and worfe; only now and then 
by the afliftance of great land- floods^ 
there would for a fliort time be fome a- 
mendment ; but in dry feafons, the evil 
would again return ; and as thofe floods 
oftener, or more feldom happened, the 
mifchief would be alternately abated 
and increafed ; but thefe means being 
far inferior to the continual return of the 
former large ebbs, the outfalls upon the 
whole would be continually decaying^ 
the land-waters by degrees be obftruft- 
ed, and the drainage prejudiced ; and in 
procefs of time, the upper part of the 
level mull become furrounded and in- 
undated. 

This muft have been the natural eflFeft 
of imbanking, of thofe large trads of 
marih lands, extending from the margin! 

of 
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of thofe rivers immediately communicate 
ing with the fea^ without the concur- 
rence of othet accidents; 

And this muft in fomc meafure have 
been the cafe with all rivers where 
imbankations have been made, and their 
outfalls muft have been more or lefs af- 
fefted, in proportion to the greater, or 
lefs quantity of ebb water, which they 
have been deprived of; that is, in the 
proportion which the quantity of ebb ta- 
ken from them, bears to the quantity of 
the land-water remaining to flow through 
them ; or the proportion, which the quan- 
tity of the marfhes imbanked^ bear to 
the largenefs of the rivers, from which 
they were taken ; for this reafon it is, 
that the Thames^ and the Humbert 
Ivhich livers are fpaeious and large, and 
more nighly bordered by high lands, 
and not having loft fo great quantities of 
ebb water, (by imbankments) in pro- 
portion to the quantity of the tides left 
to flow into them, and the quantity of 
land-water pafling through them,' whicii 

continuing 
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continuing to atl in conjun6libn with 
their larger ebbs, have kept their chan- 
nels and outfalls deep and good ; whilft 
the channels and outfalls of the riveri 
Whitham at Bofton, the Welland at 
Spalding, and the Nene at Wifbeach, 
which have had much larger tra6h df 
marlhes imbanked, and more ebb water 
taken from them, in proportion to their 
capacities, and the quantities of tides 
after received, and the land-waters paff- 
ing through them, have greatly fufFer- 
ed by thefe alterations, and their out- 
falls and channels have been greatly pre- 
judiced, choaked up, and almoft loft. 

It is true, that the inlet at Wifbeach, 
was after the imbankments, left large 
and capacious, and communicating with 
the Nene and the Ouze, had large rivers 
to receive the tides, and great quantities 
of land-w ters to join the ebbs, in their 
returns ; and therefore there is no doubt 
but it continued good, for a long time 
after the imbankation ; but there being 
fome particular circumflances in the 

manner 
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manner of thofe imbankments, I (liall 
take them a little more particularly intd 
confidefation) after having obfervedi that 
what I have before been fpeaking of, 
are the genefal e(Fe6b of imbankments 
pnly^ which I have confined more par- 
ticularly to the country about Bofldn; as 
the hiftory and phaeinomena relates td 
thofe places^ and which I (hall a little 
farther perfue, *as I apprehend that the 
ftate of that country, and the marfhes 
And rivers thereabouts, was greatly fi- 
milar, and have fufiered much the like 
alterations^ though perhaps not exadly 
the fame, as the country about Wiibeach^ 
Mar(hland> &Ci has f ufieredi 

As there is great reafon to fiippofe^ 
that the country about Bofton^ and Spald- 
ing, after it had been firfl imbanked and 
defended from the fea, or tides, and be-' 
come inhabited^ cultivated, improved, 
iknd in fome parts planted, iVas by fome 
fudden and great breach of the fea-banks 
inundated, depopulated^ and loll^ and 
continued for fome coniiderable time an 

immenfe 



iirimenfe bafon to receive the tide wa- 
ters, out of which little would ret irxi at 
a time, and that for a confiderable pe* 
riodj the rivers mufl be robbed of a 
great part of the ebbs, which ufed to 
return through them, in the time ia 
which the banks were preferved good, 
and confequently the channels, alidout-* 
falls, lofing fuch a great quantity of re- 
turning waters, would much more 
quickly choke up and decay ; efpecially 
if it be confidered, that by fuch a breach 
of banks, the land-floods in their courfe 
towards the outfall, would be diverted 
and prevented from reaching it, by 
meeting with the chafm of the bank, 
through which they would flow, and 
mixing with the water before received 
into it, frcim the fea, would there alfo 
depofite great quantities of their fullage 
and foil, brought with them from the 
high country, which together with the 
fubfiding lilt from the fea-water, would 
compofe fuch fl;rata, as the country 
is now found to confift of. 

But 
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But leaving this, which I have fo large*' 
ly fpoken of, I Ihall now turn my 
thoughts towards Mstrlh-land ; in ordef 
to recover which, it feems to me, that 
a front bank was firft formed round the 
margin thereof next the bay, or fea ; and 
by banks* carried along the courfe of thef 
old river, from Wifbeach towards Lit- 
tleport to Well, which perhaps was 
fomewhere, between the former and 
the latter place, left incomplete and un- 
finiihed ; the river at that time being fo 
deep, and running fo much under foil, 
it might not be thought neceflary to con- 
tinue the banks, fo far as Littleport : If 
this was the cafe, Marfli-land muft have 
been left open on that fide ; and after a 

time become liable to be furfOunded, 
and annoyed by the land-floods, which^ 

when the river at Wilbeach began to 
decay, would fpread themfelves into 
it, and being prevented from getting oflF 
to fea by the banks made ift front, would 
be rendered, as it were, fenny and un- 
profitable ; and be put into fuch a (late 
as Dugdale deferibigs it to have been, 

before 
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before the old Podike bank was madd 
to defend it. See page (244,) where hd 
lays, " by an antient pleading, it appears^ 
that before the year 1181, (27 H. IL) 
there was neither habitation, nor grbiind^ 
that yielded profit; within that part of 
Wigenhal from Buflarfdale^ unto the 
fouth fide of the fame town, except the 
hionaflery of Ct^ab-houfei with fome 
lands belonging to* it, all being then 
wafle, not in the nature of a fen. But 
afterwards the inhabitants of that place^ 
viz, Marfh-land, came, and with drain- 
ing arid banking, won as much thereof^ 
by their indilflry, as they could. And 
upon this occafion by a common confent 
amdngft them. Was the old Podike firfl 
faifed, about the year 1223 (7H. III.)'* 
After Which, he goes on, and lays, " ndr 
Was a great part of this country any o^ 
ther than marfh, about that time. The 
reafon for which opinion he there re-» 
cites ; fee page (245)"- Now, whether 
the before mentioned banks were left 
fo incomplete, or not, I cannot take up- 
on me pofitively to determme ; but it 

£> 2 mult 
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muft either have been fo, or at lead, 
if thofe banks had been at fir ft con- 
tinued along the old courfe of the river 
to Littleport, they had been at fome 
time worn down and decayed How- 
ever, as the time jiere mentioned, was 
long after the time of the Romans, and 
the firft imbankment, and it appears by 

Dugdale, (fee page 244,) that the Saxons 
had feated themfelves in this country, as 

well as in the before-mentioned parts of 
Holland, about Spalding and Bofton, 
&c. he fays, that they did fo is evi- 
dent enough, from that authentic fur- 

vey taken by the Norman Conqueror, 
which fliew, that the towns now in be- 
ing, were all extant in the days of king 
Edward the Confeflbr. Nor is it im- 
probable, but that they were fo like- 
wife for many preceding ages ; for as 
much as it appears, that the church of 
Ely, was polfeffed of Walpole long be- 
fore; a place of no fmall note, by rea- 
fon it gavie birth to S, Goderic, the 

Hermit ; of whom Mat. Paris maketh 

ample mention. 

From 
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From hence it is highly probable, that 
this country, like Holland, was after the 
firft imbankment, inhabited, perhaps at 
firfl; by the Romans, and was cultivated^ 
improved, and planted, in the fame 
manner as the before-mentioned coun- 
try had been, till by fome great breach 
in the fea-bank, and the fpreading of 
the up-land waters, it became again over- 
whelmed, and loft ; and by the lilt, and 
fullage of the waters, the land was raiC 
ed much higher, than it antiently had 
been ; for though the old towns might 
ftand pretty near the places where they 
now are, as the churches may probably 
ftand upon foundations, which likely 
might be laid upon the old furface of the 
country; as it appears by an antient 
memorandum, which I have feen, that 
the foundation of the church at Bofton, 
was laid, about as much below the pre- 
fent furface of the ground there, as the 

roots of the trees before mentioned^ 
found at the preparing for the laying the 

foundation of the new great fluice (there 

fet down by Mr. Langley Edwards) 

^ere found to ftand, and the flratum 

E3 on 
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on which that church is founded, is de- 
fcribed to be much the fame, as that on 
which the faid fiuice is placed, viz. a 
clay, lying upon a bed of inoor, or matT 
ted vegetables, covering a flratum of 
white land, at about eighteen feet under 
foil- 

I fay, though the towns may fland 
npar the places, where the old ones may 
have ftpod, yet the furface of the ground^ 
upon which the houfes are now built, 
is much higher, than the furface of the 
country was in old times, when it was 
firfl cultivated, and improved; as ap- 
pears by the furz bufliCs, nut trees, the 
Urge Hone, and the cartwheel, menti- 
oned to have been found near the Mag- 
dalen, at the depth of eighteen feet len- 
der th(p prefenf; foil. 

Having fhewn hony the firft imbankT 
dering of the large trafls of marfhes, bor- 
ing uppn the riyers of Witham, Glen^ 
sfnd Wifbeach, muft have affefted, and 
prejudiced their out-falls, in proportions 

"■' ^ ' 't9 
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to the quantity of the ebb-water taken 
from them, and the capacity of their 
mouths, pr apurtures, and the quantities 
of the land- waters, and ebbs left to flow 
through them ; and having obferved the 
great inconveniences and damage, which 
the Marlh-land in par ticuUr mull have 
laid under and fuftained, cither from 
the want of the complete imbanking of 
the river from Wifbeach to Littleport; 
jilong the original antient cburfe thereof^ 
or by the decay, and walhing down of 
the banks originally made agaioft it; 
which latter I am the moft inclined to 
think might be the cafe ; as there are 
fome circumftances, which make it very 
probable that it was in a flourifhing con^ 
ditiori wl^en the S^oos firil inh£(bi&» 
ed it 



*>»• 



I fhall now proceed to confider how 
the up-land waters, and the land-floods^ 
jnuft have been affefted by the income 
plete, or partial imbankation of that 
part of the q1(| river, between Wifi 
beach and Littleport, which running as 
\t w^re crofe the way of the up-land 

E ^ Hoods, 
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floods, in their paflage to the fea, at fuch 
times as they rofe out of the river, and 
covered the lands bordering thereon, 
mufl have been a great obftru6iion in 
their progrefstofea. 

For though the rivers in the Great 
Level muft, as has been before obferv^ 
ed, run confiderably under foil, and* 
confequently a great part of the land- 
floods, efpecially the leffer of them, be 
pafled off to fea, through the rivers, (par- 
ticularly if they happened in the time 
of neap tides) before they could rife on 
to the adjacent lands, yet the larger and 
more hailyland floods, when they met 
with fpring tides, muft neceflarily fwell 
out of the channels of the rivers, and co- 
ver the contiguous land, great part of 
which muft have been at that time in 
the nature of land meadows, as the tide 
water mixing with the frefhes, at fuch a 
diftance from the fea, muft lofe a great 
part of that faltnefs, which conftitutes 
the m^fhes. 

ifi, tl^e |;imes of Urge and hafty land- 
floods. 
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floods, fwelling out of the rivers, before 
any imbankation, they muft, as before 
obferved, cover the contiguous ladds^ 
in like manner as they now do the 
upland meadows, lying unimbanked* 
along the margin of the rivers; but 
the country having naturally an hang- 
ing declivity towards the fea, as the 
defcent of the water in the rivers de- 
monflrate, and having no dams, banks, 
nor (lops, to interrupt their paffage, ex- 
cept the influx of the tides, they would 
not continue long on the upper parts 
of the Level, but would flow down, as 
it were in one expanded flieet, towards 
the fea, into which they would roll o- 
ver the niarflies, in the time of the ebbs, 
foon uncovering the upper part of the 
lands, and leaving them dry as before ; 
except in fomc particularly low fenny 
places, where the water would be lefl^ 
and remain fl:agnant, and form as it were 
fmall fens and morafles, and in pafling 
over the marihes below, in conjun6lion 
with the ebbs, following the tide in its 
retre^ to fea^ would in ihe more foft 

places 
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place wear cavities, and form wide 
creeks and gullies ; but having fo large 
fk fpace to roll over into the fea^ in a 
few tides they would all be paffed 
off the marines with the ebb$ iuto the 
ocean. 

In this manner the landTfloods were 
pafled off to fea in a very fbort time j 
without furroundtng, or much annoymg 
the upper parts of the Level, which 
were not only prefcrved found and 
good, but the parts adjoining to the ri- 
vers muft have been greatly fertilized^ 
and improved, by overflowing : And as 
the rivers would by thofe floods be fill- 
ed with wate?-, which being foon re- 
duced within the compafs of their 
channels,, would con;^e down with great 
rapidity; and joining the ebbs would 
powerfully operate upoa the fands^^ 
aund fcour out,, preferve, and deepen 
, their out-falls ; which for this reafon al- 
io, muft have been always upoil the 
improvement, fo long as nature was 
left to operate in her own. ma»ner> un- 

injterrupted 
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interrupted by the artificial works of 
men. And by this means it appears, fo 
far as human reafon can reach, that the 
rivers and outfalls would have continu-? 
ed deep and good to this very period ; 
afid for aught that can be fuppofed to 
the contrary, for ever ; without fomc 
extraordinary, violent, preternatural 
caufe, fuch as that of a great earth- 
quake, fhould prevent it, which as 
there are no accounts of fuch an event 
ever having occurred, and this ifland is 
fo providentially, and happily conftitut- 
edandfituate, as not to be liable tofuftain 
jiny great hurt by fuch calamities, and 
-^s in all probability it never was fo, we 
may hope it never will be the cafe. 
But then, if the rivers and out-falls had 
been fo preferved, thpfe vaft trafts of 
jnarfhes, which have been recovered 
by imbanking, and cultivated into fuch 
fruitful countries, muft Jiave remained 
the property of the ocean. This has 
unwarily lead me into a digreffion; as 
the many particulars, which have fud- 
^enly ftarted up, in the purfuit of thefij 
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fubjefts, have feveral times before done ; 
from whence I fliall return, to confider 
the imbankment of the old river, from 
Wifbeach, towards Littleport, in re- 
fpe£l to the land-floods. 

As this river runs crofs the courfe of 
the land-floods, in their paffage to the 
fca, the imbankment of it, muil gjreatly 
ftop, obftruft, and interrupt the de- 
fcent of the waters above, and keep 
them up much longer than before, up- 
on the lands covered by them ; and 
they muft in GOurfe fpread themfelves 
over a larger tra6l of country ; which 
therefore would become inundated^ 
and furrounded, and as the water muft 
then come through a narrow, imbank- 
ed channel of the river, it would be 
a long time in running off the level, 
and getting to fea; by which means 

much of the land, which was before 
found and good meadow, would now 

become fen, and morafs : and thus the 

country would begin to be furrounded, 

and the people would be put upon the 

neceffity 
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neceffity of contriving fuch drains and 
fewers, as they thought moft likely to 
convey the water the readieft way to 
fea ; or fuch as might divert it, into 
fome other courfes, as might give the 
fpeedieft relief to thofe parts of the le- 
vel, in which they were more immedi- 
ately interefted : thus every one would 
as it were become engineers for them- 
felves; and in time, a multitude of 
fuch drains would be contrived, 
and the body of the upland-waters, 
would be divided into different courfes ; 
by which means the main river, or at 
lead fome part of it, would be robbed 
of the land- waters before pafling through 
it ; and the water being kept above the 
channel of the rivers ilagnant upon 
the land, would not only depofife the 

fullage, and cover the land with moor, 
but Hop, and hinder the tides from 

proceeding up the diftant part of the 
rivers, by its greater height, and would 
by fuch ftoppage caufe them to drop their 
filt in the channel of the river, and qc- 
eifion its bottom to grow up, and their 
progrefs to be more and more impeded. 

And 
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iuch a flow manner, and the progrefs of 
the tides being more reftrained^ and thei 
quantity of the ebbs dimirtifhed, they 
would not have ftrength enough to 
maintain one certain channel, in fa 
large an outlet, and being divided in-^' 
to feveral fmall ones, the water would 
not have fufEcient force to fcour out the 
fands, fo as to preferve a deep channel; 
And this I apprehend has been another 
great reafon of the decay of the antient 
out-fall, at the port of Wiflaeaeh. 

But the great bane, and what com- 
pleated the deftruftion of that noble 
dut-fall, was the diverting fo large a 
part of the waters of the great Ouze^ 
into the channel of the little Ouze, and 
fo turning its courfe from Wifbeach 
to Lynn, by making a new channel 
from Littleport, by Prieft-houfcs into 
the little Ouze* 

"Wheti the upland waters were fo in- 
terrupted, in their paflage to Wifbeach, 
by the imbankment of the marflies and 

rivers^ 
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fivers, that the country above was fur- 
rounded thereby, and the lands be-» 
tween Well and Littleport, drowned 
and inundated, whilll the waters of the 
little Ouze, were pafling freely in theii* 
ufual courfe to fea, and the bordering 
country continuing in its priftine condi- 
tion, a pitiable Way of relief difco- 
vered itfelf ; which was by a (hort new 
Cut, to turn their waters down to an-^ 
other out-fall, with the litde Ouze, vizi 
to Lynn ; but though this cut might re- 
lieve that part of the country, yet it 
was certainly very fatal to the port and 
out-fall of Wifbeach, which by the 
lofs of fo great a body of back-water, 
and fo great a receptacle for the tides^ 
muft much fooner and more haftily 
fall into decay and ruin. And as the 
out-fall, at Lynn, would by fuch a di- 
vcrlion of fo great a body of water, 
be continually growing wider and 
deeper, fo by the lofs of it from Wif- 
beach, that out-fall, mufl continually 
be choking up, and growing fliallower ; 
and in time become infufficient to pafs 
off the waters of the Netie itfelf: by 

which 
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which means thofe parts of the level 
bordering upon it, would likewife be- 
come inundated and furroimded • fome 
means would then likely be thought on, 
for diverting that river down to a bet- 
ter out«fall alfo. 

At what time the cut from Littleport 
by Prieft-houfes was firft made, is hard 
to determine, but it feems to have been 
done very early ; by the following ac- 
count from Dugdale, fee (p# 394) '' Wif- 
beach out-fall decaying, and the paffage 
of theNeneby Croyland likewife paffing, 
through the decay of Spalding river, 
and other hinderances, the weft-water, 

or firft branch of the Ouze, with Nene 
united, became weak in the paftage, and 

fo fell down by March to Well, and not 

finding paflage by Well at Shrew fnefs- 
point, tne greateft part thereof, turned 

back again to Littleport, by the old 

forfaken fecond branch of Ouze, and 

holds that courfe to thi^ day." 

" This fecond branch of Ouze, with 
Grant united, being hereby debarred a 

paflage 
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|)iflage by Wifbeach, rtieans was piit ijti 
praftice to let it fall from Littleport 
church, to Rebech, by a lode which 
at the firft feemed to be called Herri- 
ing's-eau, and fo into Oiize parva's 
channel, palTed to Salters-lode, and 
thence to Lynn: whofe channel, not 
long before that time, was ndt above fix 
poles .wide, being then by due prefent- 
ment^ laid to be both fufiicient for the: 
h^ven, arid veffels thither reforting, by 
the inlet of the fait water, and larg^ 
enough to pafs away the frefh, as by 
the proceeding df a fair commiflion 
thereof, in Ann. 1378 may appear.'* 

'* Then began the waters froril above 
Well, and all thereabouts, to feek their^ 
jpaflfage by that tra6l to Lynn. (Wif- 
beach channel and fo low as the Crofs- 
keys, which Was over the*face of thd 
tnar flies, between Well and Wifbeach^ 
and fo downward to Terririgton, litter* 
ly thereby decaying^ as at this day may 
yet be feen.) But the people of Marfli- 
land, finding themfelves overcharged by 
thefe waters, upon complaint made to 

F king 
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king Fd ward the Firft, obtained acorn-' 
milTion, ( 21 E. I. ) Ann. Dom. 1293, to 
have the waters of Well (which antient- 
ly had their outfall by Wifbeach) to be 
brought and carried mdebetum et antiquum 

curfum &c.into their antient channel and 
courfe. Then were there flops, mark 
the firft, at Fendike, about Upwell 
Town's end near where Popham's Jode- 
fluice now ftands ; fecond, at Small- 
lode-bridge, and third, at Outwell- 
bridge; and order taken for opening 
the river from Well to Elm flood-gates, 
upon the confines of both counties, at 
the coft of the people of the ifle and of 
Marfli-land indifferently." 

** To fhew that the river of Ouze had 
its outfall at Wifbeach, befides what i» 
before expreffed ; 

• 

. I. The fea-banks from WeU to Wif- 
beach, domanifeft. 

II. It having been faid of Wifbeach 
cafile, that it was founded upon that 

famous 
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famous river called Wells ftream; (fee^ 
Reg. Petrob.) 

in. The af my of king John; is faid[ 
to have perilhed in the waters of Well;'* 

" That there was fometime no rivet* 
between Littleport chain and Rebech^ 

I. A record vouched by Mr. Hex- 
ham, furveyor to Philip^ earl of Arun- 
del ; (heweth, the trad of the river 
being of quite a contrary nature^ viz* 
more (Irait than any part of the Ouze^ 
in ail the fens, from Ely to Wifbeach. 

II; The impofing the name of Hem- 
ing's-lode, in the defcription of Rack- 
iten, in the vyords of the record, viz* 
aie, chair per Heming's-lode ufq. Gnat's* 
lode endi" 

"That ttie waters of the ifle flioul(i 
not, nor of old did fall down from 
Well, upon Marfli-land eaftward, lior 
into Well fens in Norfolk, appears by* 
the rolls of UpwelMeet, in the 12 E* 
Hi many were amerced, for breahing 

E a of 
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or hurting the banks of the fens, called 
the Fendike, between WelLand Wel- 
lenke, and many prefentments to prove, 
that there were banks from Upwell 
to Wellenke, and that they fliould not 
be broke nor cut, nor the water turned 
into the fens near Marfh-land: with 
many other teftimonies." 

This account is introduced in fuch a 
manner, as feems to fuppofe, that the 
outfalls of the Well and Wifbeach river 
were fo decayed, before the making of 
the cut, or the dividing of the Ouze at 
Littleport, before mentioned; that it 
was principally to remedy the inconve- 
nience arifing from the reverting of the 
waters, of the firft branch of the Ouze, 
by Ben wick, and thofe of the Nene 
with it, from Well to Littleport, that 
this faid cu| and diverfion of the water, 
at the faia place, into the little Ouze 
was attempted. 

But it feems tome, much morereafon* 
able to fuppofe, and I think the fubfe- 

quent part of that account feems to imply 

* • 
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it, that the faid channel was made before 
thefe waters took that retrograde courfe, 
fuch an efFeft mull have been the natural 
confequence of making fuch a channel ; 
for the channel of the little Ouze, lying 
confiderably lower than that of the 
great Ouze, between Littleport and 
Well, when this communication was 
opened, it would run the waters of the 
great Ouze much lower than their an- 
tient gauge at Littleport 

For though the channel of the little 
Ouze, was at that time too fmall and nar-- 
row, to pafs fuch an additional body of 
water, freely towards its out-fall, yet be- 
ing unimbanked, and the contiguous 
lands lying open, the waters carried into it, 
would naturally fpread themfelves over 
it, and by that expanfion maintain fuch a 
fall at Littleport* as would not only in part 
prevent the great Ouze Trom perfuing 
its antient courfe, to Well, and to Wif- 
beach, but would caufe part of the wa* 
ters of -the other branch of the Ouze 
and Nene, to revert in a retrograde 
courfe, when arrived at Well,- toward 

F 3 Litdeport, 
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Littlepbrt, in the manner before fpoker^ 
of, efpecially in the time of the lefTer 
floods. But if by this means one part 
of the level, on the eaft fide of the ri- 
ver, viz. all that large tra£l from 
Southery to Soum, and about the ifle 
of Ely, , would become inundated and 
furrounded, till the riyer to Lynn was 
worn fufficiently large, and deep enough 
to convey the waters off, as in fome 
years after it appears to have been. 

That the waters of the great Ouzc, 
was thus early diverted, and turned 
into the little Ouze, is evident by the 
jforegoing account^ in which it is faid, 
about that tirne, the channel at Lynn 
were not above fix poles wide, and was, 
by due prefentment faid, to be both 
fufiicient for the haven and veflels thir 
ther reforting, by inlets of the fait wa- 
ters, and large enough to pafs away the 
frefh ; as by the proceedings of a fair 
commiflion thereof, in Ann. 1378, may 
appear. 

'"^'■" I. 
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It is not to be underftood, that the 
i:hannel at Lynn was, at the time that 
prefentment was made, fo fmall and 
narrow, but that it antiently and for- 
merly had been fo. for in the year 
1363, the (36 E. III.) a commiffion 
was granted to Robert de Cauflon, 
Hugh Lovet, Gilbert Barnard and o- 
thers, for the infpedion, care, and re- 
pair of the banks between Terrington 
'and Weft Walton. And to Robert de 
Thorpe, Richard de Walkefare, Robert 
de Caufton and others, for thofe be-» 
tween South Clenchwarton, near Lynn 
jind WiggenhaU. 

About which time the inhabitants of 
WiggenhaU, Iflington, Tilney, Clench- 
warton, Watlington, Rundton, Holm, 
Setchithe and Weftwinch, (all in the 
province of Marfh-land,) exhibit a dole- 
full petition to the king, fhewing, that 
whereas the faid country of Marfh- 
land, had been much overflowed and 
furrounded, by great and violent floods 
of fait water, to the extraordinary da- 

F 4 m^e 
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jnage of the faid king, the whole 
realm, and whereas the river going to. 
Lynn, had ufed to run between cer-: 
tain banks, diftant afunder twelve per- 
ches, at which time ^U people had fuf- 
licient paiT^ge with their boats, to and 
from, and the frefti waters free courfe 
to the fca ; the banks on pne fide of the 
laid river w^s ^t that tipie fp low, by 
rpafpn pf the before mentioned floods^ 
that the faid river was then a full mile 
in breadth ; (fee Dugdale p. 260 an^ 

?^io .... 

This petition, prece^ling the date pf 
the aforcfaid prefentment, fhews, that 
l^hc narrownefs of the channel ther<j 
mentioned, did npt relate tp the time 
then prefent, but to the ftate pf the ri^ 
yer, as it formerly and aptiently had 
been, fpr it appears by this petition 
that, before the tijne of that prefent- 
jnent, it was by the breach of the bank^ 
got to be a mile in breadth. 

And as nothing feems to have beep 
fippe^ ip confequence of this petition, 

another 
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finother to the fame purport was exhl^ 
J)ited in 1378, (1 R. II.) adding ih^^ 
the faid water, by reafon of the extra- 
ordinary breadth, after the banks on 
one fide thereof were worn away, had 
fo great a power upon the banks on the 
other fide, that all the towns in thofe 
parts were frequently overflowed, and 
the charge of maintaining the faid 
banks grown fo great, that they were 
pot able longer to fupport it, fo that 
their country was in much danger to be 
totally deftroyed, in cafe fome prope^r 
remedy were not fpeedily ufed. Upon 
which, a commiflion was appointed, and 
jurors fworn ; when it was prefented, that 
the before named river, running up from 
the main fea into the country, through 
the midft of the towns of Clenchwarton^ 
Tilney, Iflington, Wiggenhall, Watling- 
ton and Rundon town, and farther, 
even to Podike, were through this ex- 
traordinary rage of the fea, fo mifera<* 
bly broken and torn, that the greater 
part of the lands and tenements in 
South Lynn, H^dwick, Weftwinch, 

Setchitbe 
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Setchithe magna, Setchithe parva, was 
overflowed and deftroyed. And that 
there was no other remedy for the fafety 
of thofe towns and the parts adjacent, 
againftthe forementioned dangers, but 
only reducing the faid river within nar- 
rower bounds, and other means fol-> 
lowing. 

And they faid, that fuch a r^ftraint 
thereof might well, and conveniently 
be done, for the fafety before menti- 
oned, in a certain place called Larks- 
hirne in South Lynn, in this manner ; 
viz. that w:hereas the fame river did in 
that place, contain in itfelf forty perches 
in breadth, (every perch being reckoned 
at fixteen feet) it ought of neceffity to 
be reftrained in that place, on both 
fides, for the fafety of thofe towns, 
thirty-four perches, every perch being 
of length aforefaid ; fo that the breadth 
of the channel of the fame river, Ihould 
be reduced to fix perches. 

This feems to have been the fameprew 

fentment 
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fentment before mentioned, at which 
time, and before the river was grown 
to be in fome places a mile, and in other 
places, wher6 it had formerly ufed to 
be, fix perches, it was then become for- 
ty perches, equ^l to one furlong in 
breadth. 

And as has been before faid, that 
about the time of making the new chan- 
nel from Littleport, by Priefl-houfes, 
and diverting the waters of the great 
Ouze into the little Ouze, the channel 
jat Lynn was not above fix poles wide, 
that diverfion of the great Ouze, muft 
have been made fome ages before the 
time pf thefe prefentments ; for it is 
not to be fuppofed, that fo great an al-^ 
teration could have been efFefted in a 
{hprt fpace of tim?. 

It is hard tp determine at what time 
this was done, but it is probable the 
courfe of the river from Wifbeach to 
Littleport, was imbanked in the tim^ 
^f the Saxons, who inhabiting the coun- 
try 



/^ 



^ THE HISTORY OF 

try of Marfli land, when the furface 
thereof lay fixteen or feventeen feet 
lower than it now does, if the Romans 
did not do it before, they mull have been 
under a neceflity of doing it then, for 
the fecuring the country from the up- 
land-floods, which otherwife niuft have 
fo often defcended upon them, as to 
have kept it almoft continually ir;un* 
dated and furrounded ; and rendered 
unfit for cultivation and profit ; which 
by the phaenomena before mentioned, 
feems not to have been the cafe at that 
time ; however, afterwards it might have 
been fo made, (by wearing down the 
banks) as mentioned by Dugdale, be- 
fore the time of (27 H. 11.) ij8i,— 
which occafioned the making of the old 
Podike, to recover and defend it* 

As therefore it feems probable, that 
the courfe of the river between Wif- 
beach and Littleport, muft have been 
imbanked in the time of the Saxons, 
when the fyrface of the lands were fo 
much lower thap they now are, the 

parts 
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parts of the Level above th it river, muft 
have been ia their time, if not before, 
annoyed by the ftoppage of the waters 
by thofe banks. 

And though feveral expedients may 
have been, and certainly were made ufeof 
. by fewers and drains, leading into the 
principal rivers, to convey the waters 
down tofea, by which means the channels 
and out-falls would be forfome time pre- 
fer ved ; yet by the negleft of thofe drains 
and fewers, great inconveniences would 
arife, and great part of the level wouldbe 
kept inundated and furrounded : which 
would induce the perfons immediately 
interefted, to feek fome other ways of 
relief; and upon this principle it is 
moft probable, that, by negled of the 
drains and fewers, at firft formed, and 
contrived to drain the waters of that pdrt 
of the Great Level, into the great channel 
of the Ouze leading to Wifbeach, that 
the waters of the great Ouze were 
turned iAto the little Ouze; and that 
at a time when the out-fall might be 
yet in a tolerable good condition, and 

perhaps 
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perhaps might have fo continued, haci 
thofe fewers and drains been properly 
maintained and preferred, and had the 
waters of the great Ouze, not been divert- 
ed and turned out of their antient courfe. 

And that this has been the cafe^ 
feems to appear, by the account con* 
tained in Dugdale ; who fays, it hath 
been a long received opinion, as well 
by the borderers upon the fens, as o- 
thers, that the total drowning of this 
Great Level (whereof we have in our 

times been eye-witneffes) has for the 
mofl part, been occafioned by the neg- 
left in putting the laws of fewers in due 
execution, in thefe latter times : and 
that before the diffolution of the monaf* 
teries by king H. VIII. the paffages for 
the water were kept cleanfing, and the 
banks with better repair, chiefly through 
the care and coft of thefe religious 
houfes* 

As after the firft imbankatien of thd 
marlhes, and rivers by the Romans, it 
became neceflary to contrive proper 
drains ajid fewers, to convey the waters 

oflf 
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ofiF the lands into the main channels, 
'and as the property of moil of the lands 
in the Great Level, were at, or foon after 
that time, vefted in the religious houfes, 
the rulers and governors of which, were 
very afllduous to maintain and improve 
their feveral properties and interefts. 

Upon thofe principles feveral ufe- 
ful drains and fewers appear to 
have been contrived and formed by 
them, and great improvements in their 
particular diftridls to have been made ; 
yet, as many contentions and difputes 
relating to their rights, properties, and 
grants, often arofe between them, by 
■which means the fewers and drains 
were negledled, and grew into decay, 
and by that means formerly, as well as 
latterly the greateft part of the Level be- 
came inundated and furrounded, and 
the outfall fuffered damage and decay. 
With an intent therefore, more effeftu- 
ally to remedy thefe inconveniences, 
it feems to be, that the waters of the 
great Ouze were turned, as before faid, 

into the channel of the little Ouze, and 

that 
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Having (hewn by what means the ri* 
ver and oufc-fall at Wifbeach came intd 
decay, arid in a manner loft, I (hall 
now condder, how the upper parts of 
the Level were preferved found and 
good, when the furface of the country 
was fo much lower than it now is, as it 
appears to have been, and the tides at 
the mouths and oiit-falls of the rivers 
rofe as high, if not higher, than they do 
at this prefent time, and covered the 
marlhes lying near* theriilixteen oreigh-^ 
teen feet in depth. 

In order to account for this, it may 
not be improper to mention, what an 
ingenious and judicious gentleman has 
faid in his report, concerning the drain- 
age of the North Level of the fens, and 
the out-fall of the Wilbeach river, in 
p. 7, he fays, it is true, that the fuppo(i- 
tion of fo large a channel, would bring 
a much greater influx of tide into the 
country ; for it appears that the high 
fpring-tides flow at fea, higher by near 
five feet, and the ordinary fpring-tides 
r^Qve a foot higher than the ordinary 

furface 
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furface of the water at Peterborough- 
bridge, when the levels were taken, 
(which levels were taken by myfelf in 
in the year 1767) yet by the fame rule, 
that the waters require a declivity to fea- 
ward it low water, on account of di- 
ftance, it would require a declivity to 
land-ward on tide of flood ; that is, di- 
fiance requiring time, it would be confi* 
derably ebbed at the river s mouth, be- 
fore it would be high water at a diflsince 
up the river. 

From this obfervation, I fhall now 
more particularly confider the flate of 
the rivers Ouze and Nene, and the 
out-fall at Wifbeach, as they antiently 
were in refpeft to the lands in the up* 
per part of the LeveL 

It appears by the difcoveries made 
about Spalding and Wifbeach, before 
mentioned^ that the furface of the lands 
in that part of the country, were antient- 
ly about ten feet lower, than they are at 
prcfent; and when the river and out- 
fall at Wifbeach was the channel, which 

G a coaveyed 



$4 THE HISTORYOF 

conveyed the great body of the Oat6 
and Nene waters unitedly to fea, not 
only before, but confiderably after the 
firfi imbankment of the marlhes, efpe- 
cially whilft the original drains contriv- 
ed to lead the waters into it, were kept 
in good order, and before the great 
Ouze was diverted from it, the faid ri- 
ver and out-fall, muft have been pre- 
ferved in a good condition for fomc 
time ; during the continuance of which^ 
channel muft have been kept low and 
deep« 

It will not be difficult therefore to al- 
low, that the low water mark in the 
channel, at or about as far diftant from 
the town as the prefent river's end is 
now, might ftand at about eight feet 
beneath, or lower than the furface of 
the knds there at that time^ And that 
there might be a depth of about twelve 
feet water, at low water in the channel. 
This being allowed, which are circum- 
ilances fomething fimilar to the ftatc of 

the prefent channel at Lynn, which is 

jaow 



BEDFORD L E V E L't 85 

pow become the great out-fall to the W2^- 
ters aforef^id. 

It will appear by the levels taken in 
the year 1767, that the low water mark 
at the river's end, at that time was as 
low as it now is at the firft beacon at the 
eye, and the bottom of the channel at 
the former place, nearly as low as th^it 
in the latter place. 

For by the faid levels it was found, 
that the low water mark at the faid 
teacon was ten feet, feven inches lower 
than the faid mark at the river's end, and 
the land's being now found to be feven 
feet, four inches, feven-tenths, higher 
than the low water mark at that place, 
confequently are feventeen feet, eleven 
inches, feveh-tenths, higher than low 
water mark at the beacon ; but the an- 
tient furface of the country being about 
ten feet lower, than it how is, muit 
bave been but feven feet, eleven inches, 
jfeven-tenths, fay eight feet, higher 
than the prefent low water xrmk at 
'"■' ■ G3, ' " tli^ 
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the beacon, and the low water mark, 
being fuppofed eight feet under the 
antient foil, muft have been juft about 
as low at the river's end, as now at the 
faid beacpn, where there being about 
twelve feet water at low water, wFiich 
is the fame depth as is fuppofed to have 
been at the river^s end, the bottom of 
the ' channel muft therefore have been 
about level with the beacon : which is 
much the fame refult, that the author 
of the Report before mentioned^ has 
brought it; to : who choqfing to fiive ih^ 
trouble of collefting unconnefted fa6is, 
formed an hypothefis, as might more 
readily lead him to the conclufion, and 
feeing the neceflity of large and deep ri- 
vers, chofe rather to fuppofc, than de- 
fcribe them. — 

But the great difference between us is, 
that he fuppofes thofe mutations and 
changes, which have inundated and 
furrounded the level, choked up th;e 
river, and ruined the antient and origi- 
nal out-fall at Wilbeach. have been 
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paring to the regular and fecrct opera- 
tions of nature, which he makes both 
the inftrument of producing a country, 
arid deflroying it. 

By the fame uniform manner of pro- 
ceeding, he does indeed feem to find 
himfelf under the neccflity of taking a lit- 
tle afliftance from art, wherche fuppofes, 
that thofe fmall imbankments, made 
with fo^ njuch facility, by fuppo^ng 
the tide-waters from thei^ origmal re- 
ceptacles, were the primary caufe of 
tbpfe new formed rivers fsilling into de- 
c§y- 

On the contrary, it appears from hir 
jfl;9ry, fafts, ap4 difcovcries made, that 
nature h?^d for a long courfe of ages 
been carrying on a falutary work, con- 
tinually advancing the gjopd of the 1^-r 
vel, and the improvement of the riyers 
and out-falls ; which there is all the rca- 
fon in the world to believe, would have 
Ijeen continued down to this very day, 
l^^dnot her operations been thwarted^ 
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and interrupted, not by the feeble ef- 
fort of a few, poor, ignorant, unlkiU 
full fifhermen, but by the ftupendous 
work of a mighty and potent people, 
who have left them as teftimonies and 
proofs of their (kill, to furprife and 
amaze fucceeding generations, • - 

But leaving this digreflion, I fhall now 
turn my thoughts on the upper part of 
the Level, particularly about Peterbo* 
rough, and confider the ftate of the 
lands in that neighbourhood, as they 
feem to have flood in relation to the ri- 
ver and out-fall ^t Wifbeach, as before 
fpecified. 

That the Level in general has beeii 
lower than it now is, many difcoveries 
evince. And thofe fwaths of grafs, 
found by Mn Underwood at Whittlefea, 
lying upon a perfeft foil, eight feet be- 
low the prefent furface, indicates that 
the antient foil was thereabouts, eight 
feet lower than at the time of their dif* 
covery : and as it feems to appear by 

. . ... * toe 
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I the levels taken, that the land by the 

town-fide at Peterborough, is about 
two or three feet higher than the wafhes 
at Whittlefea, it may be fuppofed, that 
the lands at Peterborough were antiently 
about five feet lower than at prefent, 
and as they were then (thofe that lay 
next the river) in the ftate of meadow, 
and the more high parts, foreft, it may 
eafily be granted that the watersin the 
river run four or five feet under the 
contiguous foiL 

Now by the levels, which have been 
taken, it appears, that the prefent fur- 
face of the lands adjoining to the town, 
are about twenty feet, nine inches, high- 
er than the low water mark, at the firft 
beacon at the eye, at the fea below Wif- 
beach, and from the dedudions before 
inade,' it was concluded, that formerly 
the low water mark and the bottom of 
the channel at the river's end, were as 
low as they now are at the beacon. 

And indeed I fufped, that more an< 
• - . tiently 
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ticntly they, were at both places confi* 
derably lower ; as the marfhes and lands 
near the out-falls of the rivers, feem ac- 
cording to fome accounts, to have been 
in fome places fixteen or eighteen feiet 
lower, than at prefenL 

And though the high and low water 
marks on the coafl, next the open oce- 
an, muft continue much the fame in 
like circumftances, yet in thje deep 
bays, and near the mouths of the rivers, 
the channels and courfes of the floods 
and ebbs, amongfl fuch large beds of 
fands, as there are lodged in the bay, be- 
tween Lincolnfhire and Norfolk, may 
fo alter as to vary the high and low wa- 
ter marks in particular places, as feems 
at fome time to have been the cafe of 
the channel leading from Lynn to fea, 
down as low as the antient Fellney, and 
Farrier Roads : for which fee Badeflade ; 
page 60^ 

But now to return ; the prefent fui>, 
face of the land at Peterborough, being 

ail 
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^ before faid, twenty feet higher thw 
(he low water mark at the river's ^nd 
formerly, and being antiently fuppofe4 
to be five feet lower than it now is, it 
muft have been fifteen feet higher than 
the low water mark at the faid river's 
end, and the furface of the water b^ing 
fuppofed four or five feet lower than 
the lands, muft have been ten or eleven 
feet higher than the faid low water 
mark, at the river's end, which is up- 
wards of three feet more fall, than there 
now is at that place ; but there is great 
reafon to fuppofe from the obfervations 
above made, that the fall muft have been 
eight or nine feet more than it now is, 
though at that time the furface of the 
water at Peterborough, was feven feet 
and a h?ilf loAver than it is now ; which 
is but about four feet and a half, higher 
than the pref^nt bottom of the riyer 
^here. 

The low wafer mark at the river's 
end, having been formerly as low as it 
jMjw is at the beacon, viz. eighteen feet- 

tw* 
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two inches, and four-tenths lower than 
the prefent ordinary furface of the water, 
at Peterborough-bridge, and it appearing 
by obfervations made by Mr. Swinton, 
on a large fpring tide, that below the 
river's end, at the diftance ' of about 
twenty eight miles from Peterborough, 
the water flowed about five feet higher, 
than the prefent level of the water there, 
and by the line laid down by him, in 
the fcale of levels taken in J 767, it ap- 
pears that the fame tide rofe at the river's 
end, (which is at the diftance of about 
twenty three miles and a half from Pe- 
terborough) three feet nine inches, above 
the faid level; the difference in di- 
ftance is about four miles arid a half, 
and the difference in the height, of flow-' 
ing above the line of the prefent level, 
is about one foot, three inches, there- 
fore when the furface of the water at 
Peterborough ordinarily ftood feven 
feet and a half, lower than it now does, 
fuch a tide muft have rifen twelve feet 
and a half at the former place, and ele- 
ven feet three inches at the latter, vi:? , 

at. 
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at he river's end, higher than the level 
of the water at that tim^ at Peterbo- 
rough, and as there appears to be a 
difference of one foot three inches, of 
its flowing above the horizontal level, in 

the different diftance of four miles and a 
half. 

And if it be fuppofed, that the furface 
of the water in the time of its flowing, 
makes a regular inclined plane, declin- 
ing from the fea into the country, (which 
though it may not be mathematically 
true, yet it may have fome analogy to 
it) the differences of heights above the 
horizontal level, taken from the moft 
diftant point, to which the tide would 
reach, would be proportional to the 
different diftances of the feveral places, 
from the faid point, or to the different 
diftances of the places themfelves, reck- 
oned from the fea ; which rule being 
taken, as a rule of proportion, that if the 
difference of flowing in four miles and 
a half, is one foot, three inches, the faid 
difference in twenty three miles and a 

. half. 
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half, that is, at the diftance of the ri- 
ver's end, from Peterborough, will be 
fix feet, fix inches, which as the water 
there in its ordinary height, was fuppof- 
ed to be at that time^ five feet under 
foil, it would then rife one foot, fix 
inches on to the land, thatis, fuppofing it 
had continued its height at the river's 
end, till the tide had arrived at Peter- 
borough. 

But as in all probability the tide 
muft have been three or four hours 
in paifing from the river's end to Peter- 
borough, in that time it would be great- 
ly fallen at the former place ; by which 
means the height of the latter would be 
much abated, fo that it cannot be efti- 
mated, to have rifen much above the 
furface of the meadows, where it would 
remain but a very (hort fpace of time, 
and rather improve than injure them. 

But as the aforefaid gentleman obferves, 
this was a very particular tide, fuch as 
only happens from fuch a coincidence 
of circumftances, as concur but very 
feldom, and rofe above the ordinary 

flowing 
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flowing of fpring tides, about three or 
four feet; from which it may be con- 
cluded that the meadows about iPeter- 
borough, were antiently not annoyed 
by the flowing of the ordinary tides, 
though the rivers were antiently unim- 
banked, and the furface of the country 
Was confiderably lower than it now. is. 

And as this inftance feenis analogous 
to the ftate of the other rivers, antiently 
pafling through the^Great Level, as well 
as other parts of the flat countries, it is 
manifefl:, that the foil of the Levels at 
a difl;ance froin the fea, might be found 
and good, and free from annoyances of 
floods^ when the rivers were unim- 
banked, and the furface lower than it 
is at prefent. 

For as the author of the aforefaid re- 
J)ort obferves, (page 7,) that the land* 
floods feldom rife in the open tide-ways, 
iand therefore, as has been before ob- 
ferved, the upper parts of the Levels 
would never be hurtfully annoyed 
thereby. As the rivers being deep and 
low^ they with the natural declivity of 

the 
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the country, and nothing to interrupt 
the freedom of their defcent, if at any 
time they rofe on the land, would ne- 
ver ftay thereon, fo long as to prejudice 
the foil, or hurt the produftions; for 
which reafon the Levels might be then, 
as phaenomena indicate they were, a 
flourilhing country, (locked with wood 
and timber trees, which having flood 
for fuch a multitude of years, fome of 
them mufl have been very large; as 
Dugdale defcribes thofe found in the 
ifle of Axholm to have been ; (fee page 
141,) where he fays, on jnaking fe ve- 
ra! channels for the draining thereof, 
great numbers of oak, fir and other 
trees, were found in the moor ; the oak 
trees lying fomewhat above three feet 
in depth, and hear their roots, which 
do ftill Hand as they grew, viz. in firm 
earth below the moor, and the bodies 
for the moft part northweft from the 
roots, not cut down with axes, but 
burnt afunder, fomewhat near the 
ground — as the ends of them being 
coaled, do manifeft ; of which fort there 

arc 
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are multitudes, and of an extraordinary 
bignefs; viz. live yards in compafs, 
iand fixteen yards long, and fome fmall* 
er of a great length, with a good quan-^- 
tity of acorns near them, and of fmall 
nuts, fo many, that there have been found 
no lels than two pecks together in fome 
places. 

But the fir trees do lay a foot or eigh- 
teen inches deeper, of which kind, 
there are more than any other : Nay, 
in the year 1653, there was a fir pole 
taken up by one Robert Brown, of 
Haxey, thirty-fix yards long, (befides 
the top) lying near the root, which 
flood likeWife as it grew, having been 
burnt, not hewn down, which tree bore 
at the bottom ten inches fquare^ and at 
the top, eight. 

About twenty years fince, ' (in the 
fame difcourfe he fays,) in the moor at 
Thurn, (near five feet deep) was found 
a ladder of fir, of a large fubftance, with 
about forty flaves, which were thirty- 

H three 
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three inches afundcr, but fo rotten, that 
it could not be got up whole. And in 
Haxey Carr^ at the like depth a hedge 
with Hakes and bindings. . 

The truth is, that there are fo great 
a number of trees, thus overgrown with 
moor, through a long timi^ of llagnation 
of the frefh waters in thofe parts, that 
the inhabitants have for the fpace of di- 
vers years lafl paft, taken up at leaft^ 
two tlKHifand cart loads in a vear. 



And afterwards (page 174,) fpeaking 
of the Great Level of the JFens, and the 
trees, &c. found in like manner therein, 
he lays, add hereunto what I have al- 
ready obferved, in the ifle of Axholm, 
concerning the trees of oak and fir, 
found in fuch great numbers, in the 
making thofe drains and fewers ; which 
though this fen lies not contiguous to 
the other, yet out of all doubt it is on 
the like Level, and was apparently a 
woody country y as the former. 

To this account of Dugdale, I (hall 

take 
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take the liberty of adding, that in the 
furvey of the lands in Sutton and Mepal 
levels, and others adjacent, in the coun- 
ties of Cambridge and Huntingdon, in 
the year 1750 in my perambulations 
over the faid levels, at the bottom and 
fides of many of the drains made there- 
in, I obferved multitudes of roots of 
large trees, (landing as they had grown, 
at the depth of about three feet under 
the prefent moorifh foil, from which the 
bodies had manifeftly been fawn off, 
and fome of which I then faw lying at 
a fmall diftahce from their roots, at the 
fame depth before mentioned; and I 
was credibly informed, that great num- 
bers had been, a,nd were ftill found, fe- 
vered ; and lying in the like manner. 

From which it appears, that the fur- 
face of this flat countr}% in the feveral 
counties through which it extends, be- 
ing much upon the fame level, was in 
the parts diftant from the fea, or the up- 
per parts thereof, about five fiet lower 
than it is at prefent, which parts w^^^-^ 

H 2 thea 
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then fimilarly and generally produilive 
of, and plentifully Hocked with, wood 
and timber trees, multitudes of which, 
have manifeftly been taken down by 
the hands of men ; fome being burnt, 
and others fawn down, and that not 
with any view of profit, ufe or mer- 
chandize ; fince they were left lying 
ufckfs upon the places, where they 
grew, or very near theitto ; they there- 
fore in all probability, muft have 
been taken down for military fervices, 
in order to clear the way, and to de- 
flroy the fhelter of thofe people, who 
were fecured thereby. 

And as it appears by antient accounts,, 
that the Britons, the inhabitants of this 
ifland, were a barbarous, illiterate, and 
a fort of favage people, making ufe of 
their woods not only for flicker and 
fecurity, but for their towns and habi- 
bitations, it is not to be wondered at, 
if they took the advantage of the in- 
cumbered ftate of the country, to fc- 
cure themfelves from their invaders and 

enemies. 
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enemies, the Romans; who as they muft 
be put under a neceffity of clearing their 
way, to get at them, fo by the large ar- 
mies, which they brought over, they 
were the moft likely to undertake fo 
laborious a work. 

And as it appears, that in Flanders 
(which was a country of much the like 
fort, with thofe called the fens) they 
imployed themfelves in the hke labours ; 
for which fee Dugdale, (page lo, chap, 
5,) where he fays, this country was 
part of Gallia, but fo full of woods and 
fens, that the yidorious Caefar could 
not conquer it : though he fubdued a4 
France, except the impaflible fenny 
parts, in the province of the Menapii, 
which Casfar could never poflefs ; as 
Dion Caffius tellifieSj^ who fpeaks of 
Caefar thus. 



After this, he marched with his forces 
againft the Morini, and the bordering 
Menapii, who as he thought, had beea 
terrified by his other warlike atchieve- 
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ments, and eafy to be conquered ; 
thougfi he fubdued none of thenl. How- 
beit, they not dwelling in towns, but 
in cottages, within Fenny places, com- 
pafTed with thick woods; having 
hidden . whatevier they mod efteem-^ 
ed, did more annoyance to the war- 
like Ronians« than ever they received 
froni thepi. 

It is true, that Caefar, cutting down 
the woods, did attempt to pafs the fens; 
but by rieafon of their greatnefs, and 
that the winter feafon approached, de-^ 
fpairing of fuccefs, he forbore the en- 
t:erprife. . ^ ^ ' ' v 

9 

, Here is a defcription of a country 

and people, fimilar to the antient (late 

of our fens, and the inhabitants of this 

ifland, invaded by tht fame people; 

who in order to make their conquefti 

engaged in the great labour of cutting 

dow^n the woqds: In our ifland they 
completed their conqueft, ma^intained ct 

numerous army of fpurfcore thoufand 

luen i aod we find gre*t -multitudes of 

. . trees 
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trees taken down, and lying buried 
under a fiftitious foil ; can there theft 
be smy reafon to doubt, that thofe trees 
fo, found, were taken down upon the 
fame account, and by the fame people^ 
viz. the Romans? 

And as mod of the low lands in this 
ifland, contiguous to the imbanked 
marOies, which are now called fens, 
have antiently been in the like circum- 

ftances, with thofe now treated of, as 
appears by the great number of trees 
found in like manner, buried therein, 
and as the mutations therein, and the 
th? rivers paffing through them, feems 
to be fimilar to thofe, which have hap- 
pened in the Great Level, and coun- 
tries adjacent, there is great reafon to 
believe, they have arifen from fimilar 
caufes, viz. the works of art, and the 
Xchemes and labours of men, and princi- 
pally of the Romans. 

Returning now to the coiifideratf on of 
tjbie antient ftate of the river about Wif- 

H4 beaclj. 
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teach, and the tides flowing into it, I 
have to obferve, that the furface of the 
country thereabouts, being at leaft, 
eight or ten feet lower than it is now, 
and the marflies nearer the fea, and per- 
haps a great part, if not the whole of 
Marfhland, being fixteen or eighteen 
feet lower than at prefent, every ordi- 
nary fpring tide, mud have rifen twelve 
or thirteen feet higher than the marfhes 
below Wifbeach, and five or fix feet 
higher than the lands in the neighbour- 
hood of that town. 

By which circumftances it clearly ap- 
pears, that neither Wifbeach, Spaldihg, 
Bofton, nor any pf the towns of Marfli- 
land, could have been built, or have 
been extant, before the firft imbanka- 
tions by the Romans ; and as Dugdalcj 
aflerts, that moft or all of the towns in 
iMarlhland were extant, and inhabited 
by the Saxons, and the tan vats and 
iOioes, being of the Saxon mode, found 
near Spalding, fhew that the fame peo- 
ple alfo inhabited thofe parts, it plainly- 
follows, that thefe countries mufl; have 

Jl ...V... *1 

been 
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been irabanked before their time^ which 
therefore proves, the imbankation to 
have been a work of the Romans, as 
there were no others before their time 
likely engage in fuch an undertaking ; 
for any fmall and inconfiderable bank^ 
in fuch circumftances could have been 
of no manner of utility. 

Having now traced out the caufes of 

the decay of the river, and the great 

primary out-fall for the waters of the 

Great Level at Wilbeach, I (hall next 

take notice of fome of the means, which 

were the mod early attemped, for the 

reftoring of the waters, and the recovery 
of theni. 



Dugdale, (page 299,) fpeaking there- 
of fays, " I (hall next take notice of the 
manifold endeavours for the recovery^ 
and the vaft expences which have been 
ufed in order thereto, and as after the 
imbankation, the country near the put* 
falls of the rivers became liable to fut 
|;ain damage^ by .cafual breaches of 

the 
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the banks, by the violent force of the 
fba, agitated and driven againfl them, 
by ftorms and tempefls^ and the upper 
part of the Level to be inundated, by 
the want of providing, or the negleft of 
maintaining, proper and fufficient drains 
and fewcrs, for fts prefervation. and 
relief." 

He mentions a dreadful inundation 
of the fea, whiqh happened by a breach 
at Wifbeach, occafioned. by a violent 
tempeft, (in 21 H. Ill,) in the year 
1236, which beginning the day after 
Martinmafs. day, lafled for the fpace of 
eight days, and deftroyed manyfmaU 
veflels, cattle, and men. 



* : t 



And about feventeen years after, 
there happened fuch another woeful 
accident. Whereupon the king direct- 
ed his precept to the Iheriff, to di- 
ftrain for the repairs thereof, upon 
all thofe who had lands within the 
precinds of the old banks, in thofe 
parts of^ Wifbeach, according to the 

quantity 
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quantity of their tenures. Which Idfles^ 
fays Dugdale, though they were Very 
great, might the better have been fup- 
ported, hid not the obftrudion of the 
frefti water annoyed them in a more 
' than ordinary meafure, which fomuch 
increafed, that the tenants of the biftiop 
of Ely, in Well, Elm, Wifbeach, Le^ 
verington, Newton and Tyd, com- 
plained thereof to the king, and obtain^ 
ed acommiflion to make inquiry, and 
to caufe the faid banks of Rughmere to 
berepairedw - 



4 --. * • 



Within a few years, the fea banks 
were broken again, ^and another com« 
iniffion appointed. 



* 1 • 



But, fays he, thofe irruptions of the 
fea, as they were ^afual, fo were 
diey not frequent ; nor did the floods 
continue fo long upon the land, as to 
deftroy it by drowning ; the ft agnation 
of the frelh waters producing much 
more damage; which for want of eva- 
cuatioDi^ were a conftant annoyance to 

: f •' ^" the 
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the whole country thereabouts; infb^ 
much that the inhabitants of Marfhland, 
difcovering the danger of that provifjce, 
by the increafe of thofe waters, did 
(in the 21 E. L) in the year 1292 pro- 
cure a comipiflion to inquire farther 
concerning the fame 5 wlw fetting at 

Upwell upon the Monday after the fead 
ot St. Petei next enfuing, and taking 
ihto confideratioii whaf ought to be 
done^ for reftoring thofe waters of Up* 
well, (forfo that great river Ouze, which 
liad formerly palled that way, was then 
called) to their due antient courfe, did 
with the aflfent of the country, ordain 
ihat there fliould be three dams made, 
one at Upwell-bridge, another at Little- 
lode-bridge in Upwell, and the thirdj^ 
at Fendike-lake in Upwell alfo^ 

And becaufe the inhabitants of Marfii- 
land, at whole inftaiice the faid com- 
miflioji was procured, perceived that 
the ordinance for the making of thoft; 
three flops, would be for their benefit, 
they, without any authority from the 

faid 
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faid juftices, given to them, or from the 
IherifF, orany bailifFof the hundred, did 
of their own accord, and contrary to 
the tenor of the before fpecified com- 
miffion, make a flop of the faid water, 
at Littlelode aforefaid, arid fo contrived 
it, until by the force of water with the 
help of fome perfons, who paffed that 
way with their boats^ part thereof was 
opened. 

And finding it fo open they procur- 
ed another Commiffioner, who feera- 
ed to complain of the irregularity of 
the proceedings of the faid inhabitantis 
of Marlhland, in making the (aid Dam 
without proper authbrity given to 
them for the doing it ; not that it 
was thought wrong in itfelf, for at 
the fame time the fame Commiflioners 
being appointed to view the Podike, 
received a verdi£l: from the Jurors im* 
pzmnelled and fworn, that there was 
a neceffity, the water at Up well Ihould 
be flopped at the houfe of one Ralph 
Smith of that towHi and that the old 

courfe 
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courfe thereof (hould be cleanfed and 
enlarged from the fluice at £lm^ to 
that flopped at Upwell, forty foot in 
breadth^ and made in depth full fix 
feet more than it was at that time. 

And to keep the water out of the 
workj whilft this was doing, it was 
ordered, that the remainder of the a- 
forefaid Dam (hould be taken up, du- 
ring the continuance of the work of 
fcouring and cleanfing. 

But whether this work wals winder- 
taken and finiflied, or not, is uncertain : 
though it feems to appear, that not 
only that Dam, but the other too, 
according to the order before made^ 
were put down, or at lead one of them ; 
viz. one at the faid place, called Lit- 
tle lode^ and another at a place cal- 
led Waddingftow: for it appears by 
the prefentment of the Jurors, given 
in to the Commillioner appointed to 
make inquiry, in 27. E. I. in the year 

i2gB, concerning the faid Aop at Lit- 
tle 
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tie lode, by which means the water 
could not have its paffkge to fea ac- 
Cor^dirigly, as it had antiently ufei 

That Robert Ruftel, bailiflF to the 
abbot of Ramfey, John Mayner, Wal- 
ter Halleman and others forcibly 
brol^e down that Dam at Small4ode 
(or Little-lode) and that one Richard 
Curfeys^had done the like at Wa(i- 
dingftow: Whereupon the (herifF had 
command to take them all, and im- 
prifoii them, until he fhould receive 
farther direftionS therein. 

Lynn having at this time, hy th6 
enlargement of its river, become a more 
confiderable port, had increafed its 
trade and (hipping, and it is probable 
the port of Wilbeach had proportion- 
ably declined, and its trade and fhip- 
ping diminiflied : and indeed it looks as 
if Lynn was then become the more 
confiderable port; for in the 8 E. IL 
in the year 1314 there were com- 
plaints made, of the obflrudxoo thofe 

dams 
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dams occafioned iri the navigation 6f 
the fhips and veflels, trading from 
Lynn to Well and Holro, upon which 
a Commiffion of inquiry was ordered. 

And in the 17 E, II. in the year 
1323 the king receiving farther in- 
formation concerning the obftruftion 
of the water of Wellftream, as the 
town of Well before mentionedf where- 
by merchants and others were hinder- 
ed from pafling with their fhips, and 
boats^ and other veflels, from the 
town of Lynn, unto Yokelle, Holm 
and other places, lying in the Counties 
of Huntingdon and Norfolk, in fuch 
fort as they had formerly . ufed to do, 
(and as the Commiflion in 8 E. II.) be- 
fore fpecified impoiteth, another Com- 
miflion was appointed to make inqui* 

But it does not appear, that any 
thing in confequence of this Commif- 
fion was done, or that thofe Dams were 
of any confiderablc fervice to the 

channel 
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fjhkiyiel and out-fall at Wifbeach, it 
is therefore moft probable that the 
channel from Upwellto Elm was not 
fcoured out, as the jurors reprefent- 
ed it ought to be; for it feems thofe 
dams, by flopping the frefh waters in 
their defcent towards Lynn, and not 
having a fufficiently free paffage to Wif- 
beach, overflowed and inundated the 
Level, for thirty miles in length, and 
occafipned much damage to the pafture 
and tillage land, in moil of the adjacent 
counties. 

Infomudh that in the 3 E. IIL in the 
year 1328, the jurors prefented to the juC- 
tices itinerant, fitting at Northampton, 
that whereas the courfe of the river Nene 
had antiently been direftly from Peter- 
borough, unto Lynn in Norfolk, by 
which, corn, wool, and other articles, 
were carried to that haven, and from 
thence provifions and other neceflaries : 
that about twenty-eight years then pad, 
yis^tcv de Langton, bifhop of Coventry 
and Litchfield, and treafurer to king 

X Edward 
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Edward the firft, (granted father to the 
then king) did for the draining his ma- 
nor of Coldham, fituate in a fenny foil, 
by his power and greatnefs, caufe a dam 
to be made at Upwell, in the faid coun- 
ty of Norfolk, with earth and fand, fo 
that no navigable veflfels could after- 
wards pafs to and from Lynn, as they 
had wont to do, to the great damage of 
the faid king, and his people, as well of 
that county, as of Cambridge, Hunting- 
don, and Lincolnfhires, 

And that the fame flop of thofe wa- 
ters defcending to Lynn, did caufe the 
knds, meadows, paftures, and marflies 
of Borough-fen, and Thorney-fen, with 
divers others adjoining to be overflowed 
and drowned, to the damage of the men 
of that country, three thoufand pounds 
per ann. and upwards. And that Ed- 
ward Peverell, fon and heir to Robert, 
brother and heir of the faid bifliop, 
then holding the faid manpr, did main- 
tain and continue the faid fpecified dam; 
bnt by what authority they knew not. 

This 
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This it feems, brought on fome pro* 
Ceedings at law, which litigation occa* 
fioned fevefal commiflions, and pre- 
fentations, in which it was alleged, 
that by reafon of the obftrufclion made 
to the navigation by thofe dams, the 
fhips, boats, and veffels, trading from 
Lynn, to ttolm, Yexley, Peterborough, 
Thorney, and Croyland, diredly by 
the way of Outwell, were obliged to go 
about by Littleport, and Wellenhee; 
which in going and coming was fifty 
miles more, and greatly advanced the 
price of freight. Befides the drowning 
of a vaft traft of country, and render- 
ing it unprofitable, (fee Dugdale, pages 
304, and 505.) 

The faid dam being found to be fo 
obftruftive to the navigation of the port 
of Lynn, and prejudicial to the coun- 
try, for want of a free paflage of the 
faid waters to Wifbeach, or for want of 
a proper ouNfall there, the ftieriff of 

Norfolk had command to pull it up. 

I 2 And 
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And it does not appear, that Wifbeach 
received much benefit by it, while it 
was (landing, ; fo that little good was 
eflFedled by that attempt. 

In the 12 £. Ill, that is, in the year 
1337, there was another attempt made 
to flop the river Nene running to a cer- 
tain fifhing called Levermere, in the 
town of Well, and belonging to the 
Abbot of St. Edmundlbury, but they 
were hindered from carrying it into ex- 
ecution. 

After this it does not appear, that 
any more attempts were made, for ,the 
turning of the Nene from Lynn to Wif- 
beach, but multitudes of prefentments 
and orders were made, for the fupport 
and repairs of the banks, and the cleant 
ing and fcouring of fuch fewers, as the 
imbankments of the original principal 
• rivers obliged them to contrive. Their 
views in which feldom extended farther 
than the advantage of thofe particular 
trads and diilridls^ in which they were 

more 
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more particularly interefted, and wh'at 
were more immediately annoyed; and 
the perfuit of fuch different fchemes 
produced, multitudes of new cuts and 
drains, and occafioned difputes and pre- 
fentments; for it often happened, that 
after the firft making, they were 
neglefted, and fuffered to run to decay 
9.nd come to ruin. 

But it feems to appear, that as great 
inconveniences and annoyances arofe 
from the decay of the out-fall at Wit 
beach, fo the gradual inlargement and 
improvement of the channel and out- 
fall at Lynn, afforded fuch relief to fome 
parts of the Level, and fuch great im- 
provements were made therein, that in 
the days of king Henry the firft, great 
contentions arofe between the bilhop 
and abbots in the ifle of Ely, about the 
boundaries of their eftates, which cre- 
ated much trouble to decide, (fee Dug- 
dale, pages 357. and 358,) where he f?iys, 
** But what defer ves inore confideration, 
is the commodious and fk)urifliing con- 
dition of fome of the fens, pertaining 

IS' antiently 
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antiently to this ifle, which occafioned 
nofmall difpute between the borderers 
thereon, concerning the extent of their 
feveral bounds : for in king . Henry the 
iirft's days, I find, that after a long con- 
tell between the church of Ely, and the 
abby of Thorney, about the limits of 
Wifbeach fen, and Thorney fen, as alfo 
of Thorney fen, and Whittle fey fen,' 
there were chofen prudent men, as welt 
clergy as laity, to defcribe the bounda- 
ries oi their eftates and dillri6ts, &c.' 

But their determinations, it feems, 
were not fatisfaftory ; for thofe difpiiteS 
were continued down to Henry the 
third's time, and frelh ones arofe, be- 
tween the bifhop of Ely, and the abbot 
of Ramfey, concerning the limits of their 
fen-lands, which was fettled about the 
year 1256,(40^111.)" * ' 

The relation thereof, (fays Dugdale, 
page 359) " forafmuch as it fo amply 
manifells, how fmall a tradl all thofe 

p^xts h^4 Ipng before beep, ^nd to 
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what an height of improvement they 
were then grown ; I fhall here from an 
eminent hillorian of that time jQiew* 

In the year 1256, ( 40 H. m,) Wil- 
liam, bifhopofEly, and Hugb^ ^bbot 
of Ramfey, xrame to an agreement upon 
a controverfy between them, concern- 
ing the bounds of their fens, whereof 
in thefe our times a wonder happened^ 
for whereas antiently, time out of mind, 
they were acceffible for neither man 
nor beaft, affording only deep mud 
with fedge and reeds ; and poffeffed 
by birds (yea much more, by devils, a$ 
appears in the life of St. Guthlac ; whp 
(finding it a place of horror and great 
folitude,) began to inhabit there; is no^v" 
changed into delightful meadows and 
arable lands: and whatever part does 
not produce corn or hay, does abun- 
dantly bring forth fedge, tUrf, and other 
fuel; very ufeful to the borderers: 
which occafioned much difpute and con- 
tention between thofe, who were the 
moil antient inhabitants in thpfe parts; 

I4 nay 
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I. . /' 

nay quarrels and fighting, concerning 
the bounds of fuch fruitful lands: ' Fbi^ 

_ » 

fo it happened, that on the feaft'day of 
St. Peter, ad vincula, two of the canons 
of the priory of the holy Trinity in' Lon- 
don, difputirig about their hmit^^ rbfe 
to fuch high words, as contra6led fuch 
an implacable hatred bet\veen then* ; 
fothat ftudying revenge, the One took' 
an opportunity to murder the other. 

To which relation Dugdale adds this 
remark, in what mahner, and by whom; 

thefe fens 'were drained; I find hot f 
but it could not be without the clearing 
of thefe antierit out-falls of the fevtral* 
i-i vers, which both before, and fihce,' 
did overflow the wbole Level ; leaving 
therefore the' difcovery thereof to a far 
ither Ibrutiny, I fhall briefly point ouf 
fiich commiflions &c« &c. thus far Dug- 
dalcV '"'' -^ - 
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This I have ventured to impute to the 
improvement of the out-fall at Lynn; 

""" \- by 
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by the turning of the Ouze at Littleport, 
and the Nene at Salter's-lode, into that* 
channel, which though, at firft, it muft 
have been the occafion " of the original 
inundating and furroundihg the prin- 
cipal part 5f the ifle of Ely, by bringing 
into it 'more water £han that channel, 
in its then contrafted ftate, could 
carry off to fea ; yet, when that channel 
became enlarged,' and its out- fall made 
deep and capacious, the waters would 
then be readily carried off that way to 
the fea ; the cfountry would be relieved, 
and therefore niight be greatly im- 
I^roved. 

For it appears, from what has been 
before faid, that by the repeated c6m« 
JilaiiritS bf the inhabitants of Marfh-land, 
bf the damage fuftained, by the force 
tif the waters of the Ouze and Nene, 
tunning thit way, it was thought ne- 
ceffary (in Edward the Firft's time, about 
the year i igiz, thiYty-fix years after the 
time before ' mentibhed) to attempt to 

turn the Nene idto iCi old courIe,by 

dains 



,X.1 f f.* kt. , \f .^^.-»w ' . ^ .> 



]$2 THE BISTORT OF 

dsims made at Upwell and Out well, far 
that p«rpofe ; And, by a petition pre-^ 
fcnted by people of Mayfh-knd* as we 
have before mentioned, it appears, that 
is, the year 1342^1 in the time of Edward 
the third, the channel of the river go« 
ing to Lynn, was tjien got to be a whole 
mik iQ breadth^ 

And about the tithof E.IIL 1336, 
it was prefeiited^ that within the com- 
pafs of fixty years paft, in the parilh of 
Tilney, o^e church, with the parfonage, 
a manfion-houfe, and twenty mefluages^ 
were ruined, and lolt by the breaking in 
of the fea- water, 

:An4 fo high up aa (16 £• I.) in the 
^287, which was but thirty one years 
before the tioie juft now mentioned, in 
iiyhich the ypper part of the Level was 
ip the flourifliing condition before de^ 
feifibed, thece w^ls a qoewiiifriQii confti^ 
tinted to inquiry of cereaiii breaches in 
^e: bf^iiks. qf ^ofeeft de Seais, in the 
jinw of lUiogtgffl, k tlie province of 

Marih-land^ 



Marfli-land, which feems to have beei^ 
the breaches which occafioned the da^ 
mages above mentioned, for the manofi- 
houfe, and the twenty meffuages there 
mentioned to be loft, belonged to the 

(aid Robert de Seals. \ 

^ . •. ■ 

And it appears by a prefentment, made 
to certain commiffioners, appointed for 
the repairs of the banks, drains, and 
iewers, lying between Wiggenhall, 
^errington, and Lynn Epifcopi: In 
i E. HI. (in the year 1327,) that the 
jurors thought it neceflary for the prefer- 
vatioh of the banks of thofe parts, that 
pertain keys and Chores fhould be made, 
for their fecurity a^gainfl the force of the 
Waters* 

Fronji all which cireumftances, it 
may be concluded, that the channel 
kt Lynn \n the time that the fens were 
fo flourilhing, was become fpacious and 
deep, and a good outfall for the wa- 
llers both of the Ou^&e and^ene. An^ 

^ ^ therefore 
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therefore the upper parts of the Lev^l 
muft be greatly relieved thereby* 

And another circumftance that might 
contribute to the better draining, and 
the grieat improvement of the upper 
part o the Level, efpecially thofe con- 
tiguous to the river Nene, was, that 
for fome years, before the time above 
mentioned, either part of the river be- 
tween Well and Littleport was left 
unimbanked, or the banks were fo 
decayed and worn down, as before 
faid, fo that the waters above, ftaid 
not long upon the lands, but flowed 
down upon the province of JMarfli- 
land, in fuch a manner, as to render 
a great part of it unprofitable ; and for 
which reafon, the inhabitants were at 
fir ft obliged to make the old, and af- 
terwards the new Podike; after the 
making of which the landfloods 
meeting a flop in their progrefs into 
that province, fpre<id thenifelves, again 
over the upper part of the Level, and 
overflowing and furrounding it, ren- 
der 
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der it again defolate and unprofitable^ 
the drains and fewers antiently made 
for leading the waters into the old courfe 
of the river, being then become ufelefs 
and unfervicable. 

Of the flourifliing condition of the 
fens, William of Malmefbury (who 
feems to have wrote in the time of 
Henry 11. ) has fpoken, in his difcrip- 
tion of Thorney; but that I conceive 
is not the ftate mentibned in H. IIL 
time, which is defcribed as a new and 
marvellous work, afFe6led juft at that 
time or there abouts; but the ftate he 
fpeaks of muft have been the origi- 
nal, antient, and priftine ftate of that 
lordfhip, otherwife the trees, therein 
mentioned^ could not have arrived at 
fuch maturity. 

He having before fpoken of the 
other parts of the Ifle, and then com* 
ing to Thorney faith thus, ''Thorn- 
ey, though laft mentioned, and left 
in circuity hath the priority in fame^ 

reprefeoted 
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Ireprefented a very pafadife, for that 
in plcafure and delight, it referable^ 
heaven itfelf; the Very marfhes abound- 
ing with trees, whole length withoUt 

knots do emulate the (tars. 

•I 

The plain there iS as level is the 
fea, which with the flourifhing of the 
grafs allureth the eye, and fo fmootH 
that there is nothing to hinder him that 
runs through it. 

Neither is thefe any wafte place in 
it, for in fome parts thereof there are 
apple trees, in others vines, which ei- 
ther fpread upon the ground^ or are 
raifed up with poles. 

A mutual ftrife there is between 
Nature and Art ; fo that what the one 
produces not, the other fupplies ; What 
fliall I fay of the beautiful buildings, 
which 'tis fo wonderful to fee the 
ground amidft thefe fens to bear. 

If fuch was the ftate of this lord-^ 
(hip in the tin^e of this author's writ- 
ing. 



i ■«• 



iAg^ it is plain by the difcription of 
the trees, and its other products, that 
it mud have then continued in thfe 
original ftate, which it had been in 
before the Level was at firft inundated 
and furrounded, and before it became 
that horrible lake and fen, which it is 
defcribed to have been in St. Guthlac's 
time. 

But to leave this digrefliion ; I fliaH 
return to the river Nene, which aS 
we have before obferved, after the tak* 
ing up of the dams at Upwell and 
Outwell, in the time of king Edward 
the third, was left as it were to its 
courfe, ^d nothing more than common 
feems to have been done to the river of 
Wifbeadi, till about the time of H. VL 
when a (eflions of fewers was called at 
Wifbeach, by John Colvite^ Gilbert 
Haltoft, and others, (i6H. VI.) which 
was called Haltoft's commiffion, as it 

feems to have been procured at his in- 
terceflion : at which time, it being pre- 
fented, that a funnel called Maflingw 
ham's funnel, lying under the river of 
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Elm, and difcjiarging its water into the 
rivet of Wilbeach, at a place called 
Bevis ; by reafon that the faid river had 
for many years pstft, been, fo filled up 
with filt and fand, brought by the feal 
tides^ that it could have no paflage 
Aerc; 

> 
It was ordered, that the water paffing 

through the faid pipe, ftiould by means 

of other certairi drains. He led to a fuur 

ncl l3ien lying under the river of Wif- 

beach called Coldham-pipe, and fo to a 

flood-gate in Leverington, called Dreu- 

gard^ and thence to fea. 

*• 

And it being at that time alfo prefented; 
that John Everard efq ; William Cans 
efq; and John Green, h?id ftraightened 
the common river of Wilbeach, with nets 
and other engines therein placed, and 
that the abbot of Dereham had one kidle 
in the common fewer of Wifbeach, called 
Plants-were, as alfo another kidle in the 
iamefewer^ &c» 

It 
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It was ordered and decreed, that all 
the fewers belonging to every hamlet 
of Wifbeach, from the fen-bank to the 
fea-banks, fhould be well fcoured and 

cleanfed, at certain times of the year, 
by thofe who antiently ufed to fcour 
the fame. 

And that all Kidles, Slamps, Dams 
and other engines in the river of Wif- 
beach whereby the water was in any 
fort ftraightened or flopped, fhould be 
removed and taken away ; and that no 
man thenceforth fhould make any 
Slamps, Dams, Kidles or other engines 
in the faid river from Guy him to the 
fea upon penalty of five pounds, to 
be paid to the bifhop of Ely ; and that 
there fhould be a Guardian appointed 
to overfee, open, and fhut, the four 
Gotes of Wifbeach, LeveringtoUj New* 
ton, and Tid St. Giles's. 

And that the river of Wifbeach 
fhould be fcoured and enlarged in 
all places defedive, from Guyhirn to 

K the 
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the Tea, as need required, by all tlie 
Land-holders within the faid hundred 
of Wifbeach, each man according to 
the proportion of his holding. 

And that the Wardike between eve- 
ry town, (hould be raifcd higher, and 
well repaired and maintained by thofe 
to whom they belonged. 

And in the year following, there 
were prefentments made to the faid 
gentlemen, for the cleanfingandfcouring 
the fouth eau, antiently called the old 
eau, whereby the waters of Nene and 
Welland ought to pafs, by Noman's- 
land, in Croyland, into Dowfdale in 
the fame town, and thence by South 
Eau-dike, unto the eafl end of the faid 
Throkenhold in Leverington near the 
Crofs, and thence into the fewer called 
Fenditch, in Leverington and Wifbeach, 
unto the river of Wifbeach, at Guy- 
hirn. 

And at the fame time, prefentment 

was like wife made, for the fcouring of 

the 
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the river Nene, from Thorney-bar, and 
from thence to Noman's-knd, there to 
join the waters of Welland in their 
courfe to Wifbeach afore-faid. 

And alfo^ to cicanfe and fcour out the 
bther part of the Nene from Peterbo- 
rough-bridge, to Wodelhed, in Wy's- 
lefey, thence to Wy*s-lefey, and thence 
by Wittlefea, to Wardfcote, in Whittle- 
fea, and thence to the great river of Wif- 
Beach. 

The prefentations, containing the moft 
material matter relating to the river 
Niene, and Wifbeach river, from the 
time of Edward the third, to the time 
of Henry the fixth, being about the 
fpace of ninety-eight years, I have been 
the more particular in collecting, for 
two reafons, viz. firft, as they gave 
fome defcription of the courfe and (late 
of the rivers ; and as the plan, on which 
thefe prcfentments feem be founded, 
muft, if the works had been properly 
executed, have greatly contributed to 

K 2 th9 
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the improvement and prefervation of 
the then decayed river of* Wifbeach : 
As by them a confiderable part of the 
Ouze and Nene, muft have been turned 
into the river at Wifbeach, as the Weft- 
water, which was a very confiderable 
part of the Ouze, joining the Nene at 
Great-crofs, would be carried with it 
through Plant-water, into Wifbeach ri- 
ver at Guyhirn, where meeting the 
other branch of the Nene with the Wel- 
land, brought there by the old fouth 
eau, would conftitute a ftrong body of 
water for maintaining the channel from* 
thence to the fea. 

And had thofe waters pafled wholly 
that way, it muft have been a great 
means of reftoring the out-fall : But it 
feems, long before that time, and I fup- 
pofe, as foon as the channel at Lynn be- 
gun to be enlarged, by turning the great 
Ouze into it, and to give relief to the 
fouth part of the Level, it was, that 
the river Nene was turned into it, by 
the way of Salter's-lode,. for in the 1 1 

E.IIL 
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E. III. it was prefented as a thing for- 
ttierly done, viz. That the ftream of 
the water called Wellenhee, which had 
been wont to run towards the fea, un- 
der the fea-bank of Wallfoken, where 
it had made fo great a depth and hoUow- 
nefs, that the lands in that town^had afuf- 
ficient evacuation of their waters to the fea 
thereby, being at the fuit of the inhabi- 
tants of the counties of Northampton, 
Cambridge, Huntingdon, and Lincoln, 
made to the king, and judgment of his 
court, diverted towards Wiggenhall and 
Well-dam, the fands were grown to that 
height in thofe channels, wherein it had 
formerly paffed, that the waters of the 
faid town of Walfoken, could not drain 
any longer that way; by reafon of 
which, no lefs than three hundred acres 
of winter corn, were in. the feventh 
year of king Edward IIL overflowed 

and drowned; and thq^ three following 
years the like^ 

This dividing and diverting of the 
waters, fo leffened their force and e£B- 

K 3 cacy, 
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cacy , and the quantity of the ebbs bq^ 
ing alfo fo much dimmifhed, by de- 
priving the tides of their antient recep- 
tacles, there was not power and force 
fufficient to grind out the channel, or 
preferve' the out-fall ; efpecially as by 
the largenefs of the out-fall below, the 
waters flowed into the rivers, an4 banks 
were out of repair, w;ithout returning 
immediately to fea, and by the decay of 
the banks, the drains and fewers would 
be filled up with foil and mud, and the 
waters hindered from getting througlj 
them into the main river, and it feems 
by fuch neglefts, the channel became 
fo obflrufted, and the lands fo furroundr 
ed, that in the year 1490, in 4 H. VII. 
and about fixty-two years after the pre- 
Mentations made by virtue of Haltoft's 
commiffiori, who in the 6 H. VI. re^ 
fided about Well, and was pn^ of the 
barons of the 




John Morton biihop of Ely, ancj 
lord chancellor of England, to avoid 
^e many crooked paflagcs in the river 

'' "' ' ^ • " Nene; 
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Kene, between Peterborough and the 
fea, (by the way drowning many 
thoufand acres) out of the whole ground 
made a new river, now called Morton's 
Leam, or the new Leam, forty feet 
wide and fourteen deep, from Stand- 
ground fteafe within about a mile of 
iPeterborough to Guyhirn, in a hamlet 
in Wifbeach parilh, being in length 
about fourteen miles. For, finding that 
without a great head of frefh waters to 
fcour both the river and the out-fall, all 
would be loft, he took a part of Her- 
cules's labour upon him, and by mak- 
ing the above-faid new cut, and fetting 
down a fluice at Stand-ground aforefaid, 
to turn the waters of the Nene through 
it, down to their antient out-fall at Wif- 
beach, and by bringing in a great abun- 
dance of frelh water, by divers courfes, 
viz. the river of Great Crofs, or Plant- 
water, from the united branches of the 
Ouze and Nene, defcending by Ben- 
wick ; and by the Nene and Welland, 
through the fouth eau, and principally 
by the new cut aforefaid^ all uniting in 

K 4 ono. 
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one body at Guyhirn, he thought to re- 
cover and maintain the river and out- 
fall at WiflDeach, and reheve that part 
of the Level, and to make the matter 

compleat, it feems continued through 
Wifbeach, for the more fpeedy deHvery 
of the waters, attempting to cut through 
the fea-dike. (fee Dugdale, page 372) 

At Bevy's-crofs, and ^gain at Eaftfield- 
end, and nigh the Horfe-ftioe in Lever- 
ington, (which banks were in lefs than 
thirty yesjrs ordered by commiflion to 
be maintained, from the firft flope of 
the bank fifty feet high) and fo made a 
pew out -fall from Wifbeach to the four 
GoteS| and thence to fea. - ^ 

■ ■ ^ I 

This certainly was an undertaking 
jidopted upon very judicious principles ; 
as by that means the whole body of 
that branch of the Nene was intercepted 
at Stand-ground, which being affifted 
by the other branch, united with the 
Welland, as' alfo -with a confiderable 
branch of the Oxxit^ coming from Great- 
profs, through Plant- water at Guyhirn, 

: ' ' - and 
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and being led by a lower out-fall to fea, 
carried with it a great profpeft of fuc- 
cefs, and feems to have effefted fome 
very confiderable things at the firft ; for, 
fays our author, then were Wifbeach 
fens by this doing made good fheep paf- 
tures ; then was the fall of the waters in 
Wilbeach fo great, as no man would 
venture under the bridge with a boat, 
but by veering through, (fee the State 
of the Navigation, publiflied by Mr* 
Kinderly, page 68) 

But I am fomething doubtful, whe- 
ther this fcheme was ever compleatly 
executed, as I find it was prefented in 
the '20 H. VIII, anno, 1528, about thir- 
ty years afterwards, that the river Nene 
having its rife above Northampton, and 
coming to Peterborough-bridge, and 
thence to Noman's-land, there entering 
into the fouth eau, which is diftant from 
Peterborough about fourteen miles by 
eflimation : The faid river ought to be 
fcoured and cleanfed by the abbots of 
Peterborough and Thorney ; but was 
not. 

At 
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At which time it was alfo prefented 
that ihe • waters of the river Nene, 
which it feems was called the great 
Eau, ufed to be conveyed to the 
north fea at Wifbeach, from Great 
Crofs to March, and the new leam, 
the faid river a.t Great Crofs being 
not above ten miles diftant from Wif- 
beach, and from March to Wilbeach 
not above fix miles and an half; and 
by reafon of the decay of the faid 
fewers being forced to take in a man- 
ner its, fall and whale courfe contr^ry^ 
wife from its natural and moft 
ready fall at Wiibeach in form a- 
forefaid, is conftrained unto the faid 
chapel in Upwell aforefaid, called 
Shrewfnefs point, where it divides in- 
to two branches, the one going from 
the faid point South-Eaftward, called 
the South branch, by Upwell and Wel- 
ney to Litrieport, into the Ouze by 
Littleport Chair, and by Lynn to fea, 
in a courfe of four miles in length. 

And the other called the North branch 
proceeding from the beforementioncd 

point 
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point to Outwell, and by North delf 
and Salters lode into the faid river, 
and fo by Lynn to fea, in courfe of 
twenty eight miles in length, and 
from the faid Leam in March a- 
forefaid, unto the north Teas at King $ 
Lynn, by the faid fouth branch is for- 
ty eight miles, and by the faid north 
branch twenty eight miles. 

The decay of which feveral fewers, 
5vith the rivers, lodes and drains from 
them extending unto the faid town 
of Wifbeach, they ifay are the chief 
and fpecial occafions 6f the drowning 
eight Ihoufand acres of marfh and paf- 
ture grounds, and damaging 1600 acres 
of infields in the towns of Upwell 
and Outwell. 

This being only about thirty years 
jifter, makes me greatly doubt, whe- 
iflier upon the making the new leam 
by biftiop Morton, the water? were 
fo coUefted, as in the account before 
given of that undertaking is defcribed. 

-'' ■■■ In 
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In the 13 Eliz. it was prefented 
that the fea banks beginning at Tid 
gote in Tid St. Giles, and leading to 
the Horfe flioe, being in great decay, 
fhould be made in height twenty feet 
above the fait marfh, and in breadth 
fix feet; and from the Horfe (hoe to 
Crab marfh gate and from thence to 
the fluice of Wilbeach, of the fame 
breadth and height. 

And it was alfo prefented that the 
old Eau, alias Sank Eau (hould be 
cleanfed from Clow's crofs to the 
North weft corner of Throkehhold* 

And that the fewer called the new 
leam viz. Morton's leam from Khar 
lake to Standground, being fo grown 
up that no water can pafs in dry 
years, to the utter decay of Wifbeach 
river, be diked thirty feet wide, and 
fix foot deep. 

And that the great river of Wifbeach 
being much decayed, raifed, and filted 

up. 
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up, by reafon of the flowing and eb- 
bing of the water, for the prefervation 
therefore of the whole hundred, that 
a fluice be made in the faid river 
at the Horfe-lhoe in Levering- 
ton, at ' the charge of all the hundred 
of Wifbeach,, or any other place that 
fliall take benefit by it, and to be made 
in breadth fixty feet, and in depth ten 
feet, from Giiyhirn to the fea. (Dugdale, 
page 342) By this I fuppofe, it was 
meant, that the river was to be cleanfed 
out at the fame time, to the dimenlions 
above fpecified. 

And it was alfo prefented, that there 
fhould be two great rivers of Wifbeach^ 
the one to begin at Guyhirn-crofs^ and 
to extend to Kentoun's-corner ; the other 
at Tower-houfe, and to extend unto 
Keky's-mill, which rivers to be twenty 
feet wide each, and fix feet deep, to be 
done by the whole hundred of Wif- 
beach^ 

And it was likewife prefented, that 
all the lands in Wilbeach, on the North 

iide 
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fide of the river ought to cleanfe th^ 
high Idde of Wifbeach, fronv the four 
Gotes, to Eau-dike bridge in Leverihg- 
ton, in breadth twelve feet, and in 
depth four ; and repair the bridges in the 
town of Newton, (fee Dugdale, p. 342) 

■ 

By thefe prefentations, which were 
made about eighty years after the cut- 
ting of the new leam by bifhop Morton, 
it appears to be fo grown up, that in dry 
years no water could pafs ; by reafon of 
which the great river of Wifbeach was 
grown up and fallen into decay. 

One would have imagined/ that fo 
great a work, as that of bifhop Morton's, 
and which at firfl feemed to produce 
fuch confiderable effefts, mufl have fo 
recovered and maintained the channel 
and out-fall, as intirely to have kept it 
from decaying and choaking up ; it mufl 
be therefore worthy of confideration, 
what the failure may rcafonably be fup- 
pofed to have been owing to* 

Firft 
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Ifirft then, I have intimated a fufpi- 
feion^ that the waters of the Nene and 
Welland were let down by the fouth 
cau to Guyhirn, the river not being 
fcoured oiit, as was intended, according 
to the prefentment made the 20 H. VIII. 
in the year 1528, in which it is laid, it 
was not done. Nor does it appear^ that 
that branch of the Ouze called the Weft- 
water, was effeSually brought from 
Great-crofs, to join the leam through 
Plant- water at Guyhirn, as feems by the 
bifhop*s dejfign to have been propofed. 

For by another prefentment, made at 
the time above mentioned, it is faid that 
the water of the river Nene, which was 
then called the Great Eau, was by the 
decay of the river at Great-crofs, and 
other fewers leading to the new leam, 
forced to take in a manner its fall and 
whole courfe contrary to the natural 
courfe, and ready fall at Wifbeach, and 
was conftrained to go to a place called 
Shrewfnefs in Upwell, from whence 
dividing into two different branches by 

different 
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difierent courfes, it took its way dowri 
to Lynn, running many miles more 
about^ as has been before mentioned. 

As this feems probable to have been 
the cafe, the new leam muft in courfe 
have been rendered lefs efFe£tual for 
the purpofes intended, than it other- 
wife might have been; and if we 
confidcr the detriment and hurt 
done, by taking great quantities of 
water from it in fummer-time and dry 
feafons, as likewife what might be the 
effeft, of too frequently opening and 
running the water through the fluice at 
Stand-ground, in fuch like feafon, when 
it was mod wanted that way, all thefe 
things put together might be a great 
reafon of the failure in the purpofes in- 
tended, as well as one great caufe of its 
fo foon growing up. 

Secondly, there feems to have been 
two confiderable errors in the conftruc- 
tion of thisnew channel^ 

firft. 
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.» Firft, it was not capacious enough to 
carry off fo large a body of water, as 
was brought down by the Nene to Pe- 
terborough, in the, time of the land- 
floods, being only forty feet in breadth, 
for which reafon it is probable the banks 
were fet at fo great a diflance, for the 
water to roani and fpread itfelf, after it 
tofe out of the channel of the river, 
which as it was made of fo fmall a 
depth, viz. only four feet, it would 
very foon do, and being fo expanded, 
its velocity would be greatly abated, 
to what it would have had in a properly 
confined and more deep channel, by 
which means a great part of its efficacy, 
in fcouring was loft. 

And fecondlyj the faid channel be- 
ing made of fo fmall a depth, in a dry 
feafon there muft have been a great bo- 
dy of water flopped, and dammed up at 
JPeterborough for want of a channel fuf- 
ficiently deep to carry it down to fea; 
much in the fame manner as it is at pre- 
fent, which the channel being intirely 

L deprived 
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deprived of, as well as robbed by thd 
means before mentioned, muft be very 
liable to grow up and be choked; and 
it feems to have been apprehended, 
that the fmall depth of that new channel 
was a great defeft therein, as it wa^ pre- 
fented in 13 Eliz. that it Ought to be 
made two feet deeper. 

Having pointed out feveral of the rea- 
fons or caufes, which concurred in the 
failure of this expenfive and well de- 
figned undertaking ; I (hall proceed to 
inquire into fuch fucceeding operations, 
as nave relation, or were intended for 
the improvenient of the channel, or the 
recovery of the out-fall at Wifbeach; 
for which purpofe there feems to have 
been more intend^ed, than was in fa£fe 
carried into execution. 

In the 18 of Eliz. it was prefented, 
that as the great river was ordered to be 
fcoured, fo Elm eau ought to be in like 
fort dug* 

That thefe works were not carried in- 
to 
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td execution regularly, and in immedi-^ 
ate coofequence of the prefentments ap* 
pears, by thie South eau, or old eau, 
leading from ClowS-crofs to Guyhirn, 
which was pr^fented it the 13th of Eliz. 
was again prefented in the 39th of the 
fime reign, and ordered to bie cleahfed, 
as before. 

As in this reign, there does not appear 
to have been any thiilg more cbnflaera- 
ble done towards the recovery of the 
channel and dut-fall, fo in the next, it 
feems, they begun to take into confider- 
ation the fmall advantages accruing from 
thie great f rduble and expenceS of the 
feveral partial fchemes, contrived for re- 
lieving firft one and then another parti- 
cular traft, and part of the Great Level;, 
all which proved as it were temporary 
expedients; and to think of forming fome 
more extenfive plan^ which might efFefl 
the recovery' and improvement of the 
whole Level ; this however was not en- 
tered upon at once ; but was proceeded 
in^ by fome fmall and partial undertak- 

- , X-2 ings. 
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ings, attempted in the preceding reigrii 
One of which intended was, to drain thci 
fens by Clows-crofs to fea, for which an , 
inquiry was to be made into feveral 
particulars relating thereto* 

As, the price of the work ; the quantity 
of the ground to be cut through^ bdth 
common and feveral. 

Who were to be chargable with the 
txpehces; what would be the advan- 
tages or difadvantages ; to caufe a level 
to be taken^ Scd 

The anfwers to which werei : That^ 
there was a fufEcient defcent or fall^ 
between Clow's-crofs and the fea, and 
that the moft convenient place for con- 
ducing the drain, was from the Wind- 
mill <.orner, 3n the weft fide of this dike 
called Willow-dike, unto a place there 
* ailed Gannock, and from thence 
through the Queen's-lands, and the lands 
of Henry Adams, efq ; of Tid St. Ma-* 
ry's in the county of Lincoln, unto the 

eau 
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cau between Lincoln and Cambridge, at 
Grayn's-hill, . and fo following the 
(Tourfe of the old drain to Shire-gate* 
(fee Dvigdale, page 376/ 

And that it would be very profitable 
and beneficial to all the inhabitants and 
dwellers near to the faid grounds or fens 
above South eau bank. And fhould be 

made ^twenty -.eight feet in breadth, and 
fix feet in depth, and that fome part 
might be done for ten, and other parts 
for fifteen Ihillings a perch, of twenty 
feet to the perch ; which would amount 
to the fum of one thoufand, and 
forty-five pounds, befides building 
of Clows, and other extraordinary 
charges, which they judged would coft 
one hundred pounds. 

But, fays Dugdale, what was accom- 
plilhed therein I am yet to learn ; fure 
I am, that it would have fallen far fhort 
of what was aimed at ; there being no- 
thing more evident, than that without 
a general draining, all thefe particular 

L 3 attempts 
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attepipts how chargeable foever^ would 
be of httle moipent; ^yitr^efs that fair 
channel majde by John Morton, bifhop 
of Ely, in king Henry the Seventh's time^ 
called Morton's Learn, which expence, 
had it been once bellowed upon the main 
work, might have gone far tov^^^ards the 
sjpconiplifhnient of a general exficcation 
of this whole fenny tradl:. 

And fo much were nien's thoughts 
turned upon a general draining, that' 
it feems there was an aft made in the 
44th of Eliz. impoweririg the proprietolrs 
and commiflioners of drow ned and fur- 
rounded lands and fens, to contrail and 
bargain with undertakers for draining 
their feveral properties, to their great 
intereft therein^ 

But in the fucceeding reign of James 
the Firft, this work vv^as farther purfued, 
and in 1605 a general draining was at- 
tempted, by virtue of the king's letters 
to the commiflioners of fewers for the 
ifle of Ely, and the counties of Norfolk, 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk, Cambridge, Huntingdon, North- 
ampton, and Lincoln. 

In confequence of this, direftions 
were given to Mr. Richard Atkins of 
Outwell, (a perfon whofe obfervations 
in thefe fenny grounds were very no- 
table) to make fearch with an auger <jf 
eleven feet long, on the fkirts of the 
new Learn, from Guyhirn to Stand- 
ground llafe, to find the foil thereof at 
eight feet deep : which work he begun 
on the fecond of April, 1605, and on 
the North fide at five different places 
found it all moor, and at a mile and a 
half, trees, at three places, the fame, and 
in the leam, and at pne more place v on 
the North fide, the fame : In Knar Lake, 
at eleven feet deep, moor ; on the South 
fide againft Knar lake, the fame ; in the 

Leam, and on the North fide in two 
other places^ the fame ; and at one place 
in the Leam, moor to nine feet deep. 

By Lord's dike-»end, black moor, mix- 
ed, with earth ; in the Leam and' on the 
North fide, the like, 

L 4 On 
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On the South fide Lipny-holl, againfi; 
the hill, mixed earth ; in the Learn and 

on the North fide, the like. ' 



• f 



Againft Caftree, mixed moor ; above 
ditto, and Bafually hill, the faime. -^ ' 

At Stonehill-doles againft Calve's- 
crofs South, Baffa, gravel. North, all 
moor. ' 

Between the Leam and the lake againft 
the mills, all moor. ' . 

Between Greathill and StonehiU 
gravel, moor mixed, v h 

I 

Between StonehiU gravel, and Stone- 
hill Lotts, all clay above, and gravel 
at two feet eight inches depth, ^ 

More weftward in the river, gravel 

and filt at four feet. « 

I- ' f 

On the North fide at North Eau gra^ 
Vel, thelikct . ., ^ . , 

At 
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4^t North Long-lots, all clay above/ ' 

By Bradley- fen, clay and mixed earth 
above, near three feet. ' - 

By Bradley-fen, to the Learn Vend^ 
fuch like above, but rank moor fcl the 
way below/ 

The Hke fearches were alfo made 
from Erith-bridge to Plawlis-wear. 

y -, •"■ ■ ,. ■ 

At Erith-bridge, within fixty poles 
thereof, at the firft ham, at two feet, 
and two feet one-half, clay ; but uiider 
the fame at eight and nine feet and up- 
'Wards, is all red moor, ' 






After this fearch, the lords of the 
privy couhcil, by their letters recom- 
Jnended it to the commiflioners to fatisfy 
all objeftiofis, which might be raifed 
againft fuch iin undertaking. After the 
receipt of which letters, they met at 
Huntingdon, and after a long debate, 
^rid anfwcring all objeftions, returned 



.•>» .- 
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an anfwer tq the faid letters, that it was 
their opinion, the work of draining was 
feafible, ^^d without any peril to any 
haven or country ; and they efteemed 
it a mod noble and beneficial undertak- 
ing, to the counties interefted, that ever 
was attempted in thofe days referring 
more particular relations concerning it, 
to Mr. Hunt, and Mr. Tolnall, two gen- 
tlemen appointed by king James, to 
take a view of the faid fens, and treat 
with any lords and commoners as they 
might, concerning the premifes. 

The commifConers were, 

» • • '' ' • * 

Oliver Cromwell, Robert Bevill, John 
Cutts, John Cotton, Robert Wingfield, 
Robert Cotton, Sinieon Steward, Rich- 
ard Cox, Henry Spelman, Anthony 
Foreft, Thomas Lambert, Robert Crom- 
well, Anthony Ireby, Thomas Ogle, 
Chriftopher Hodfon, William Sturmin, 
John Frencham, and William MarflialL 

And in June the fame year, viz. 1605, 
a view of the whole Level was taken by 

Robert 
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Robert Bevill, Sir Robert Wingfield^ 
Sir John Gamblayn, Sir Richard Cox 
and Sir Anthony Forefter, knights; 
Chriftopher Hodfon, and Mathew Ro- 
binfon efqrs; And amongft other 
things made and certified by them, it 
was found, that from Peterborough- 
bridge, to the old Eau, and Catts- water, 
thofe antient fewcrs were fo grown up 
with earth and weeds, that it ferved 
neither for pafTage with boats nor drain- 
ing, and fo has been a long tiipe, which 
ought and wont to be ufed for the ordi- 
nary paflage to and from Spalding, and 
other places in Holland to Peter- 
borough. 

At Standground, they found the ri- 
ver fufficient for breadth and depth, 
but from thence to Guyhirn wonderful 
defe£ls both in breadth and depth. 

And from thence to Wifbeach, and 
to the fea they found the like defeds. ' 

After this they proceeded by Elm ri- 
ver to Friday-bridge, and by Bifhop's- 

dike 
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dike to Lake-bridge, and thence hy 
Well river to Shre wfnefs, where the n- 

ver Nene paffing through the moors, 
has but fix miles to Salter's-lode, to pafs 
by Well ; but by reafon of the qu^rring 
of the faid channel, a great part thereof 
runs from Shrewfnefs to Salter*s-lode, 
by Wellney, Litdeport-chair, and South- 
ery ferry, which is twenty -eight miles. 

To remedy which, Mr, Hunt pro- 
pofed, that a new river eighty fe^t wide 
and eight feet deep, be made from 
March-river at the Ham, crofs Mar- 
mound, through Nottemore to fall into 
Well river, near London-lode; between 
Shrewfnefs and Forwear they found a 
place called the Ham, not above two 
feet deep. 

About four miles from Shrewfnefs, 
is Elm-leam, which is a fewer going 
from March-river to Friday-bridge, 
through Elm-river to Wilbeach, which 
they ^fo found filted up. 

From thence they went to March- 

leam 
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leam about a mile and a half fhort of 
March-bridge, which they likewife 
found fo decayed, as to hinder the na- 
vigation from St. Ives to Wifbeach, and 
the draining of all the grounds betwixt 
Chatteris-ferry and March-rivef. And 

at March-bridge, on either fide they 
found divers gravels, which flopped the 
courfe of the riven 

From thence they proceeded to Great- 
crofs, about three miles diftant, and 
through Ramfey, Ugg, and Wittlefea- 
ineres to Peterborough, 

And from Peterborough through Yax- 
ley and Ramfey lodes, along the fkirt 
of the upland : Thence to Erith, where 
Mr. Hunt defired a new river might 
1^ made^ from the firft corner of the 
Weft-water (beneath the bridge) to be- 
gin at Middlemore-fen, near to the fe- 
yerals, and to go Iine--right to Wellen- 
hey-river nigh Sprall-wear, and thence 
line-right to the fall into Ouze, at the 
end of Maid-lode, or fome apt place 

between 
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between that and Salter's-lode, whicK 
river or rivers to contain in breadth, 
one hundred and twenty feet, and in 
depth eight feet : And for the prefer- 
vation of the navigation to and from St. 
Ives to Cambridge and Lynn, as alfo to 
Wifbeach, he thinks it neceflary thatt 
fcveral other fluices be made, viz. one 
in the Ouze near Hermitage ; one in the 
Weft- water, near the New river, toftop 
the water from running to Benwick, 
and for navigation, and draining of 
Huntingdon-fen-grdund ; between that 
and the up-land grounds, and other ne- 
ceflkry ufes; and fo many fluices at 
the ends, as the faid river fliall be di- 
vided into parts; which he thinks to 
make into three rivers of forty feet 
each. 

From Erith they went to Over, Al- 
drich caufey, Huddenham, Granty- 
fen, and fo Ely. In Ely town they 
found the water was but fourteen inches 
deep and upon the hards eighteen inches^ 
and in fome places two feet* 

From 
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JFrom thence they paffed by water to 
Southery and Prick-willow, where Mil- 
denhall river falls into the Ouze ; and 
between Ely and Littleport-chair, they 
olDferved the faid river of Ouze was fo 
crooked, that it was thought neceflary 
a new river fhould be made from Erith- 
bridge, through Sutton Beryal and Weft- 
more-fen, to Wellenhey river^ and 
thence through certain fens in Norfolk, 

into the Ouze about Maid-lode; and it 
was thought by them, that without 
this was done^ the fens could never be 
drained* 

From thence they went to Rebbech, 

where Brandon river (alias Ouze parvaj 
falls into the Ouze near Prieft-houfes. 



Thence to Sotheay, Modney and to 
Helgay-bridge : Thence to Fordham: 
Thence to Salters-lode ; where the Nene 
falls into the Ouze, which is a very 
jgreat defcent, viz. ten feet from the 
foil to the fens to low water mark ; be- 
fides the natural defcent of the fen^ 

grounds 
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grounds, from the up-lands of Hunting; 
donlhire thither : From thence they went 
to Wifbeach ; from Wifbeach they went 
to the Tower-houfe; and thence to 
Hobbs-houfe ; where they obferved 
that Plant-water, which comes out of 
the Nene at Great-crofs to the faid 
Hobbs-houfe, ind fo to Wifbeach, 

does now run from Hobbs-houfe by 
Hunter's- ftones, through Hobbs-dike 
into March river. 

From thence they went to March and 
Doddington; and between Dodding- 
ton and Chatteris obferved ^ fmall Ibde, 
BeffellingVlode, which runs through a 
low Marlh-fen* 

Thence they \(^ent to Chatteris town^ 
jvhere there is a fewer called Chatteris- 
leam, beginning from the Weft-water 
at Chatteris ferry, to Doddington- w ides: 
Thence they went to Mefshall, and ob- 
ferved Mefshall-lode, which runs froml 
Sutton*lode: From thence they went 
by water to Cambridge, and in their 

way 
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way took notice that Harry mere gravel 
was a great means of the ov^erllowing of 
the Grant. 

As alfo of Burwell-lode, SwafFham- 
lode, all which fall into the Grant. 

Upon this view, Mr. Hunt, who was 
the artift for the draining, reprefented 
to the faid commiflioners, what cuts, 
banks, fluices, clows &c. would in his 
judgment be farther neceflary, in order 
to perfefting this work ; but in regard 
of the ftiortnefs of the time, declined 
giving an eftimate of the charge. 

And fo attentive was the king to this 
work, that he fent his letters to the com- 
miflioners bearing date the 24th of the 
fame month, advifing them to under- 
take it fpeedily : and for the better ex- 
pediting thereof, he envployed ^ord 
chief juftice Popham, to take pains there- 
in. And upon the 13th day of July, 
William Hay ward, gent, furveyor, de- 
livered on oath to the commiflioners at 

M^ Wilbeach, 
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Wifbbeach, an account of the number of 
acres of the feveral and common fens^ 
in each particular diftridi:, amounting 
to 307,242 acres* (fee Dugdale, page 
382) 

Thefe furveys being as it were the 
foundation of the future undertakings, 
I thought it might not be improper to 
take them as it were in their way, and 
give them at large, efpecially as the then 
ftate of the feveral rivers and drains 
were particularly taken notice of there- 
in : by which it appears, that the main 
channel and river at Wifbeach, and the 
rivers, drains and fewers leading there-^ 
to, were all, except the river at Peter-* 
borough, then greatly grown up, 
choked, and (lopped ; and the country 
greatly annoyed and furrounded, and 
the trade and navigation to and from 
Wifbeach and Peterborough interrupted 
thereby. 

On the other hand it appears, that the 
channel of the Ouze, leading to Lynn, 

was 
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Was greatly improved, and become fo 
deep that the low water mark at Salterns* 
lode therein, was at that time ten feet 
lower than the foil of the fens, exclufive 
of the natural fall thereof, from the up- 
lands to that place ; and the only flop- 
pages, which they obferved, were at 

the town of Ely, where they met- with 
fome obftru6lion by a gravel, which 
occafioned the overflowing of the river 
Grant, Burrel and Swaffham lodes. 

From the depth of the channel, and 
die great defcent that depth made from 
the up-lands, it is reafonable to conclude, 
that all the South level; and the fens 
bordering upon that river, muft at that 
time have been in a fruitful and flour- 
ifliing condition, except fo far as they 
might be afiefted by the floppages be- 
fore mentioned: and that this was the 
cafe appears, that in the furvey then 
taken, no remarks were made of any 
over-flowing or annoyance in that part 
of the Level, but thofe before fpe- 
cified. 

M 2 After 
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After the above mentioned furvey 
was delivered in. Sir John Popham, 
lord Chief Juftice, Sir Thomas Fleming, 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, Sir Wil- 
liam Rumney, alderman, and John El- 
dred, citizen, and cloth- worker of Lon- 
don, were appointed undertakers for 
the draining of the fens from the courfe 
of the Ouze, fronx Erith to Salter's-lode 
to Deffing. 

For which undertaking, they were to 
have in recompence, 130,000 acres, of 
the worft fort of the land, and were to 
compleat the drainage in fe ven years. 

The principal things propofed to be 
done were. 

The conveyance of the river Ouzc, 
or the greateft part thereof, from or 
near Erith, to fome place between Sal- 
ter's-lode and Maiden-lode in Well, by 
a new river to be made thirty feet wide, 
and eight feet deep ; and the banks to 
be made thirty feet wide at the bottom^ 

and 
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and feven feet in height, and to be fet at 
the diftance of thirty poles from each 
other. 

And fuch a paffage to be made for 
the river Nene, from Peterborough to 
Wiibeach. 

And the like for the river Wei- 
land, from Waldram hall, till it meets 
the Glen. 

And to make Land-eaus from 
Erith to Standground, and from thence 
to Waldram hall, to defend the ground 
within them, and between the faid 
new paffage of Ouze and Welland, 
from the land-floods. 

A new drain to be made from 
Salter's lode to the Ham in March 
river, to carry away the waters which 
may fall into the faid Land-eaus. 

That a new bank be made from 
jErith bridge to Ely, to defend the 

M 3 grounds 
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grounds between that and the faid 
new paffages from the over-flowing of 
the Ouze. 

To put a navigable Sluice at Sal- ' 
ter's lode. 

And to dike and inlarge Well 
creek to London lode; and from 
thence through Neatmore to Wad- 
dingftow; And from thence over the 
riycr of Wellenhee to or near the 
Ham 2it March ; and to fet down a 
iluice, and make a bridge at Wadding* 
(low, <&c. 55c, 

By thefe defigns it appears, that 
their intentions were more for 
the fcouring, than draining of the 
South Level, as not Handing |b much 
in need. 



And in a little time after, tjie In- 
habitants of divers Feh towns, in the 
ifle bf Ely, in the counties of Cam- 
l)ridge' agnid Suffolk, petitioned the 
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king, to be excluded out of the intend- 
ed aft of parliament, wherein a por- 
tion of the faid Fen grounds were to 
be allowed to the undertakers in the 
draining, for their charges in that work; 

by reafon their lands were feldom 
furrounded; and therefore they fliould. 
receive no benefit from it. 



The works which were immediately 
entered upon, were the river palling 
through Neatmere, which was begun 
Auguft, 8th 1605, by Mr. HUNT, and 
Mr. ATKINS, and carried from the 
North eaft end of the New podike to 
Upwell town's «nd, and was fihifhed 
and opened the 21ft of December fol- 
lowing. 

This drain is now called Popham's 
Eau: it feems a bill was drawn up to 
be prefented to parliament, but it does 
not appear, that an aft was obtained 
in confequence of it. 

But the fame year an aft was ob* 

M 4 tained. 
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tained, for a particular drainage of 
fix thoufand acres, encompafled with 
a bank, called the ring of Walderfon 
and Coldhara. 

And at a feflions of fewers, held 
at Ely 26th July, 1608, ( 6 J. 1.) it 
was prefented, that the river of Well 
from Salterns lode to North delph, and 
upwards, was in great decay; and 
that feveral other drains at and about 
Well and Upwell, and fome leading 
to Littleport were alfo in decay ; and 
that "i 'opham's Eau might be made a 
perfeft drain. 

After this, it fcems, Teveral vexatious 
fuits were entered into againft the 
commiflioners of fewers; which greatly 
obftru6led the works of draining. 

But it feems the Lords of the coun- 
cil ordered letters to be written to the 
Commiflioners to proceed in their 
Commiflions, and feveral orders 
were made by the Lords of the qoun- 
' ' ' - • oil. 
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cil, in the year 1617, for the carrying 
on the general work ; one of which 
was, that a fluice fhould be fet down 
at the Outfall of Wilbeach river into 
the fea. 

That the river of Wilbeach and 
all the branches of the Nene, and 
Weftwater, fhould be cleanfed and 
fcoured in breadth and depth, as 
much as by antient record it fhall 
appear to have been. 

That the river Welland be fcoured 
from the Out-fall to Waldram hall. 

That the river South Eau be fcour^ 
ed from Croyland to Guyhirn. 

And at a feflions of fewers, held 
the fame year at Huntingdon, befides 
fouring out of the South Eau and 
the river of Wifbeach to its mouth, as 
aforefaid, it was ordered, that Mor- 
ton's leam fhould be fcoured out 
from Guyhira to Mid-fen-tree. 

And 
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And that the old Eau from Clay- 
lake to Middle houfe and thence to 
Thorney crofs be in like manner 
fcoured: with many other laws and 
orders too tedious to enumerate. 

But it appears, by letters fent from 
the lords of the council to the com- 
miflioners, intimating that the river 
Wifbeach had been before ditched 
and inlarged from forty to fixty feet 
wide, and enforcing the putting down 
a fluice at the Horfe-Ihoe, and al- 
fothe making the river from thence 
to Guyhirn fixty feet wide* 

Accordingly it was ordered, -at a 
feffions of fewers following, that a 
ftrong and fufficient fluice of ftone 
and brick fliould be fet up at the 
Horfe-flioe, beneath Wifl^each. 

But the commiffioners meeting with 
difficulties, and difputes arifing among 
themfelves; upon the 19th of June, 
1618, (16 J. I.) prefented a petition 
to the lords of the privy council. 

Shewing 



\ 
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Shewing that fundry fefEons had 
been held by them fince his Majefty's 
commiffion for draining was begun, 
and that through the variety of opi- 
nions among the faid commiflioners^ 
nothing had been effeded ; but inftead 
thereof much charges loft, and that 
many parts did thereby fuffer, and 
undergo great danger; therefore de- 
fired that one of the clerks of the 
council might be fent down, to be 
prefent at a feflion of fewers to be* 
held at Peterborough on the laft da/ 
of that month, June* 

Upon which petition it was order- 
ed by the faid lords of the privy 
council, that Sir Clement Edmonds 
fhould meet the faid commiflioners at 
Huntingdon; which he accordingly 
did, upon the 12th of Auguft next 
enfuing. 

ft 

And a view of the rivers &c. was 
ordered to be taken by him, and his 
Keport to be made thereupon? and 

three 
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three commiflioners of every county 
adjacent were appointed to attend him 
therein; and after the faid view was 
taken, the faid Sir Clement Edmonds 
made a Report to the lords of the 
privy council. 

The river Ouze, coming by 
the towns of Bedford, Huntingdon, 
and St. Ives, and fo paffing down 
to its outfall at Lynn, is a goodly, 
fair river throughout, and from be- 
low Ely, runs with fuch a current, 
that it is abfolutely the beft fewer 
of all that country* 

And along by the river fide it is a ve- 
ry rich foil, both in Cambridgefliire and 
the ifle, well inhabited ; and not other- 
wife troubled with water but in winter, 
and in time of floods, which would not 
have happened probably, but for weeds, 
wears, and hards, in the river, which 
obftruft the paflage of the waters. 

For the outfall of the river Ouze is 
ample and great, and gives large pafTage* 

for 



BEDFORD LEVEL. I73 

for the frelh waters defcending from the 
inland counties. 

But then alfo for the fea, which 

Cometh in with fuch a tide, efpecially 

if a northerly wind blow, and meets 

with a land-flood, that divers towns in 

Marfhland are in danger of being over- . 

flowed and furrounded, and therefore 

by their petition defired that the haven 

might be ftraitened in Tome places near 

Lynn, to keep out the fea; alleging 

that the faid haven had in the memory of 

man, been narrower and fliallower than 

now it is, being of late grown to that 

breadth and depth, by the great fall of 
the frefli waters, that had left their an- 

tient channels to follow that ftream* 

(fee Badeflade's hiftory, page ii) 

By the faid Sir Clement Edmonds, 
was alfo given in to the board of com- 
miffioners aforefaid, a certificate, con- 
taining a particular account of the ftatc 
of the fe veral rivers, as they appeared at 
that view ; in which the following ob- 
fervations were made, viz. 

That 
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That the river of Ouze in time of 
floods^ had in former times feveral fla- 
kers or by-fewers, to receive part of the 
water with which it was over-charged ; 
whereof the Weft-water at Erith-bridge 
was one, which now, for want of cleanf- 
ing, falls into the Ouze ; whereas it^ 
ihould pafs from it. 

That the faid river was, from Hun- 
tingdon to the high-bridge at Ely, much 
choked with weeds, and flopped with 
wears, and made (hallow by gravel 
and fordsj called hards. 

That the haven of Lynn was, through 
the violence of the tide, and the great 
fall of frefh waters, grown much wider 
than it had been, to the endangering of 
Marlhland. 

That the river of Nene, is alife much 
Hopped and choked up, fo that it pafles 
not out totally at Wifbeach, which is its 
proper outfall; and that below Wif- 
beach^ it was found near the out-fall 

lix 
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fix feet or more higher in the bottom, 
than it had been formerly, fo that 
whereas the inland waters at Guyhirn^ 
which ufed to have five feet fall were 
not only flopped, but the river fell 
back upon them. Upon which a law of 
fewer s was made by the commiifioners 
for the amendment of the fame. 

That a fluice made upon that ri- 
ver formerly to the great charge of 
the country, flood not feven days, 
but was blown up by the tides* 

Neverthelefs it was agreed, that af- 
ter the river was cleanfed to a pro* 
per depth, there fhould be a new fluice 
there erefted, if need required. 

That the faid Water of Nene not 
having a free paffage by Wifbeach, did 
great damage by dividing itfelf into ma- 
ny parts, fo as to over-flow the country 
about Thorney and Croyland, and it 
was agreed in the 38 Eliz. that a drain 
Chould be made for palling away thereof 

at 
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at Clows-crofs ; which fewer lying ten 
or twelve feet feet lower than the Level 
above, was conceived to the bed drain 
to regain the furrounded grounds on the 
North of Wifbeach. 

That forafmuch as the inhabitants .of 
Marlhland complained much of their 
danger, by the running of Wifbeach 
river from the Four gotes by the fkirt of 
Marfhland; and that, if the out-fall 
before mentioned ftiould be opened, a 
great proportion of water would pais 
that way, and be much worfe for them : 
It was therefore agreed, that if the faid 
river, together with the drain of Clows* 
crofs, were carried from the faid Four 
Gotes by a new cut to be made through 
the fait marflies, to an out-fall called 
King's-creek, befide the benefit which 
would arife by draining of their fens, it 
would fecure Marfhland from danger, 
and no way prejudice Holland. 

That the river Welland alfo from 
Croyland to Spalding was very defec- 
tive, for want of cleanfing ; and from 

""^palding 
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Spalding complained that, by reafon of 
fome (hallows, which were lefs than 
half a foot deep, two miles below the 
town, they could get no wholefome 
water for their ordinary ufes. 

Confidering therefore thefe defefls, he 
jiropofed to the faid lords of the Privy 
Cbuncil, that fome care might be taken 
to open thofe out-falls* 

And gave his opinion that, though 
there were feveral gentlemen of good 
worth in thofe parts, who wanted nei- 
ther zeal nor judgment to do great fer- 
vice ; yet the work might be bell efFe6t- 
ed by fuch as were indifferent to all 
parties, and had no interefl at -all in the 
country. 

Upon this reprefentation, it .was or- 
dered by their lordfhips, that the earl 
of Arundel, the bifliop of Winchefter, 
the lord Carew, mafter of the Treafury 
and controller of his majefty's houfehold, 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 

N mafter 
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mafter of the Rolls, and Sir Edward 
Coke, or any four of them, fhould take 
confideration of the ftate of the bufinefs, 
and prepare fome opinion to deliver to 
the Board; of what prefent courfe 
might be fit to be taken in this work. 

In confequence of which order, the 
faid earl of Arundel made a journey in- 
to thefe parts, and having treated with 
Sir William AylofF, knight and baronet, 
Anthony Thomas, Efq; and others, 
they propofed becoming adventurers. 

On condition to have all the king's 
lands which were drowned, either by 
frefh or fait water, and fhould be reco-^ 
vered, at the free rent of fix-pence per 
acre, over and above all rents or reve- 
nues, then in being, or coming to his 
majefty. 

To have all the prince's lands on the 
likeconditions* 

To have for the fubjeft's lands, drown- 
ed the whole year, two thirds, and for 

thofe 
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thofe drovvned half the year, one 
half. 

Which conditions were approved of 
by the king ; who recommended to the 
commiHioners of fewers to be aiding 
in this bufinefs. 

After which, an account of their ge- 
heral purpofes were laid before a felli- 
ons of Sewers, held at Ely, the 20th, 
and 23d of September; and feveral 
meetings and conferences were had at 
feveral other following fellions ; and 
their propofals and conditions were pub- 
lifhe^ to the proprietors and perfons in- 
terefled, in order for the county to form 
a proper judgment thereof; after which, 
feveral difputes and mifunderftandings 
arifing, and no works entered upon, 

much fen was loft. The kin^^ was heard 
to fay, that for the honour ot his king- 

d(5m, he would not any longer fuffer 

thofe countries to be abandoned to the 

will of the waters, nor let them lie wafte 
and unprofitable : and pleafed to de- 

N 2 clare 
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clare himfelf perfonal undertaker, and 
was to have 1 20,000 acres, as were in- 
tended to be fet out for the aforefaid 
undertakers. 

But fomething prevented him; fo 
that nothing farther was done in this 
work ; till the time of king Charles the 
Firft, when a feflions of Sewers, holden 
at Huntingdon^ (the 6th Jan. 5 C. I.) 
in the year 1629, a tax of fix (hillings 
an acre was laid on all the marfli and 
fenny wafte, and furrounded grounds ; 
in order to the general draining ; but no 
part of the faid tax was ever paid. 

But at a feflion of Sewers held at 
King's Lynn, on the firft of September^ 
in the year enfuing ; at which were pre- 
(ent forty-feven commifiioners, there 
with Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, knight, 
a perfon well experienced in works of 
this kind, for the draining of this 
Level. 

But the country not approving of 
Jiim^ as being a foreigner, and not like- 

ing 
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ing to contra6t with aliens, they irtti- 
mated their diflike to the commiflioners, 
and became fuitors to Francis then earl 
of Bedford, who was owner of twenty 
thoufand acres, round Thorney and 
Whittlefea, of this fenny Level, to un- 
dertake the work ; at whofe requeft, as 
alfo of the commiflioners, he conde- 
fcended thereto. 

And at a feflions of Sewers held at 
King's Lynn before fpecified, the 13th 
of January following, there being forty- 
one commiflioners then prefent, the 
faid agreement was ratified, and the fol- 
lowing articles agreed upon, viz. 

That he fliould prefently begin the 
work and finifli it, fo as to make the 
grounds fit for meadow, pafture, or ara- 
ble; within the compafs of fix years, 
from the ifl: of Oftober following, un- 
lefs the commiflioners fliould approve 
the caufe for deferring it any longer. 

N3 That 
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Thsit fudden overflowings, in places 
remote from the out-fall, ftiould not be 
adjudged a not draining, nor meeres, 
lakes, pools and fore-lands left by art' 
and approbation, for receptacles, nor 
i^iny part of the ground out qf which he 
was to h^ve his proportion. 

That there fhould be 95,000 acres fet 
out by commilliohers, (refpeft being 
had to commoners', accommodations) 
before Michaelmas then next following. 

That the earl and his aflbciates migh^ 
be incorporated for ever, to make laws, 
ordinances, and orders, and to have 
power over the land afligned (but nq 
other) towards the maintaining of the 
works. 

That the whole 95,000 acres fhould 
^e liable to the firft finilhing the work, 
and 40,000 towards the maintaining it,' 
to be fubjed, and in cafe of negleft, tq* 

the commiffioners of Sewers* 

< ■ ■ . . . . • • , 

That 
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That when 33,000 acres fhould be 
^nifhed, the eaii to have his proportion 
put of them. 

That the private in-dikes for partition, 
be made by the advice of the earl, and 
by the direftionof the commiflioners. 

That the commiffipners (hall fet out 
convenient high- ways, and paffages by 
land through the Level. 

Provided, that the port and haven of 
King's Lynn be preferved, and the na- 
vigation, paflTage, and high-ways in, up- 
on, or about, all the navigable rivers, 
namely Ouze, Grant, Nene, Welland, 
;md Glen, to be preferved, and no pre- 
judice, annoyance, hurt^ or hinderance 
to be done to them. 

And if any fuch prejudice, annoy* 
ance, hurt, or hinderance upon com- 
plaint thereof, and the commiffioners, of 
whom the Vice Chancellor of the uni- 

verfity of Cambridge, and ^ 

N4 Ihall 
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Chall be there, if they will be prefentj 
to return, abate, and remove all fuch 
prejudices, annoyances, &c. fo that 
the antient navigation, paflages, and 
high- ways may be preferved. 

For the fafety of Holland; and the 
hundred of Wiibeach, Clows-crofs 
drain to be kept within foil or banks; 
«ind in cafe of any prejudice, then fix 
commiflioners to reform the exccffes, 
and the e^rl to make recompence. 

That the new rivers, cuts, and drains, 
the banks, fore-lands, and infide of the 
banks, not exceeding fifty or fixty feet, 
to be the earl's, paying fuch recompence, 
as the commiflioners fhould think fit ; 
the old ones to remain as they were. 

No paffage upon the banks, but for 
the towing of boats. 

Such as receive benefit by the wor]cj 
and yet no parties to it, if their land be 
taken within the allotment of the 95,000 ' 

acres. 



< 
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acres, to pay to the earl, as the commif- 
lioners fhall affefs, upon forfeiture of 

idouble. 

That the earl might hold the 95,000 * 
acres in free foccage, at ten pounds per 
ann, fee farm, and if any other rents be 
ifluing, that they be charged upon other 
lands. 

« 

That 12,000 of 95,000 acres be aflfur- 
ed to the king, for his r6yal aflent, and 
to be laid out upon the lands belonging 
to the manor of Whittlefea, and the 
marlhes there adjoining. 

And that for allotments out of fmall 
parcels lefs than thirty acres there, the 
earl to divide, and accept what fix com- 
miflioners fhould affefs. 

Thefe things being thus fettled, the 
eaiitook in Oliver/ earl of Bolingbroke, 
Edward, lord Gorges, Sir Robert Heath, 
Sir Miles Sandys, Sir William Ruffel, 
Sir Robert Bevill, Sir Thomas Tering- 

hanij 
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ham. Sir Philip Vernat, William Sams, 
do6lor of law, Anthony Hamond cfq ; 
Andrew Burrel, gent. Samuel Spalding, 
gent, and Sir Robert Lovcl, knight, tq 
be adventurers and participants with 
him in this undertaking. 

And having by an inftrument of four- 
ten parts, fettled the proportion of their 
ftiares, and other neceflary conditions, 
they entered upon the undertaking, and 
executed the following works, viz. 

A cut to drain the river of Mil* 
denhall in Burnt-fen, next Littleport, 
two miles long, and forty feet wide. 

Bevill's leam, being a cut from 
Whittlefea, near to Guyhirn, about 
ten miles in length, and forty footia 
breadth. 

Morton s leam, before mentioned, 
new made^ 

Penkirk's drain, ten miles in lengthj 
and feventeen foot in breadth. 
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New ' South Eau, from Croyland 
to Clow's crofs. 

Hill's cut, near Peterborough, a- 
i^out two miles in length, and forty 
foot in breadth. 

Shire drain, from Clow's crofs to 
Tid, and fo to fea. 

And likewifci befides thefe cuts 
and drains, he caufed two fluices to 
be made at Tid, upon Shire-drain, to 
keep out the tides, as alfo a Clow 
at Clow's crofs for the frefh waters^ 

And alfo a great Safle in Well 
Creek, with a ftone fluice at Salter's 
lode upon Bedford river, to keep out 
the tides; and fluices at Erith for 
the frefli, but above all, that great 
ftone fluice below Wifljeach, at the 
Horfeftioe, to hold the tides out of 
Morton's leam ; which cofl; about eight 
^oufand pounds. 

And 
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And that they might the better 
accompliih and maintain their works, 
after they fhould be compleated, (in 
the lo C. I.) they obtained letters 
patent, bearing date the 13th of March, 
by which they were conflituted a 
Corporation, by the name of a Go- 
vernor, Deputy Governor, twobaihffs, 
and Commonalty of Guardians, and 
Confervators of the fen-lands, in the 
counties of Cambridge, Huntingdon, 
Northampton, Lincoln, Norfolk, Suf- 
folk, and Ifle of Ely. 

And about three years after the a- 
bove fpecified works were accomplifh- 
ed, at a feflions of fewers held at Pe- 
terborough 12th of Odober 1636(12 
C. I.) the whole Level was adjudged 
to be drained, and the ninety five 
thoufand acres were fet out, by fix, 
or more of the faid Commiffioners, by 
metes and bounds to the faid Francis, 
late earl of Bedford, and his heirs and af- 
figns. The charge of thefe works to the 
faid earl, and his participants, having 
been no lefs than 100,000 pounds. 

Bue 



BEDFORD LEVBLi l9g 

But notwithftanding this great ex-; 
pence, it was at length evidently difefn- 
ed; that, though the lands were very 
much improved by thefe works, yet 
were they fubjeft to inundation ; efpe-^ 
cially in the winter feafon ; and there* 
fore in a feflions of fewers held at Hun- 
tingdon, the 12th of April, 1638, being 
the year enfuing, the faid earl of Bed- 
ford's undertaking was adjudged de- 
feftive. 

And in a feflions of fewers held at 
Wifbeach, the 23d of May following, 
the particular defefts therein being con* 
fidered, they laid fuch a tax upon the 
feveral parts of the Level, as they judg- 
ed equitable to enable them to complete 
the work ; fo that the faid fens might, 
by fufficient draining, be made as well 
winter grounds, as fummer grounds, 
in all parts thereof, faving convenient 
fore-lands aijd receptacles for winter- 
floods. 

Hereupon the king, taking the bufinefe 
into coniideration, and forefeeing that 

thefe 
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thefe lands being a continent of about 
fdiir hundred thoufand acres, in cafe 
they were made winter grounds, would 
be a benefit to the common wealth of 
fix hundred tlioufand pounds per ann. 
became himfelf the undertaker for mak- 
ing them fuch ; and though council was 
heard before the commiflioners of few- 
ers in the behalf of the faid earl of Bed- 
ford and his participants, yet they ad- 
judging, that the complaints, made by 
the country of the defe6ls before mentis 
oned, were juft, the king was declared 
undertaker, and was not only to have 
the ninety-five thoufand acres, which 
had been fet out for the faid earl, but 
alfo fifty-fevtn thoufand acres more 
from the country. 

And entering accordingly upon the 
undertaking, he performed the fol- 
lowing works. 

I. A bank was made on the South- 
fide of Morton's-leam, extending from 
Peterborough to Wilbeach, and a navi- 
gable 



/ 
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gable fafle at Stand-ground, and begaq 
the like bank on the North-fide of that 
leam. 

II. He caufed a new river to be cut, 
between the ftone fluice at the Horfe- 
Ihoe, and the fea below Wifbeach, of 
iixty feet in breadth, and about two 
miles and a half in length, with banks 
on both fides. 

III. And laftly he placed a fluice in 
the marfhes below Tid, upon the out- 
fall of Shire-dfain, which afterwards^ 
was fwallowed up in the quick-fands. 
(fee Dugdale page 415.) 

And being prevented by troubles 
arifing in the kingdom, it feems nothing 
more was done by the king in the workS' 
of draining. 

And as by the conditions made by 
the commiflioners for the country, the 
carl of Bedford, and his participants 
were in recompence for their great 

charge 
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charge in thofe rivers, cuts, and drainrs 
by them made, allowed only forty 
thoufand acres out of the one hun- 
dred thoufarld acres afligned to the 
king, and the work fo obftruded ; and 
the country thereupon entering upon 
the faid ninety-five thoufand acres, 
the faid earl and his participants did 
in the year 1641, make their applica- 
tion to the parliament and had their 
cafe committed : but the flames of war 
foon after breaking out, not only hin- 
dered any farther profecution of their 
purpofes^ but occafioned the works 
made both by him, the faid earl, and 
his Majefly, to decay and , become 
ufelefs. 

Whereupon William, earl of Bedford, 
fon and heir to Francis then deceafed, 
being willing to profecute the work, 
wherein his father had been fo great an 
adventurer, made his addrefs in behalf 
of himfelf and fome other of his parti- 
cipants, to the parliament, and in the 
year 1649, ^^ declared to be under- 
taker 
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taker, and to have ninety-five thoufand 
acres for perfecting diereof, as they were 
fet out in Otlober, the 13th Caroli, or 
thenceforth Iliould be fet out by virtue 
of that acl. 

• « 

The faid earl, and his participants 
therefore entered upon the work ; for 
the better underilanding of which it will 
be proper to take notice, that this main 
body of the fens, fo undertaken by them^ 
(fays Dugdale, page 415J is divided into 
three diftinft Levels, viz. the North 
Level, the Middle Level, and the South 
Level ; every one of which has its par- 
ticular banks and out- falls. 

The North Level, lying between the 
river of Welland and Morton's-leam, 

they defended by a bank, beginning at 
Peakirk, running to Croyland, and fo 
to Brother-houfe, where it unites with 
Holland-bank ; which bank (as the reft 
of the great banks are generally) is fe- 
venty feet broad at the bottom, and 
eight feet in height ; Peterborough-wa- 

O ter. 
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ter, viz. the river Nene being alfo kept 
off by the bank, extending from Peterbor 
rough to Guyljirn, 

4 

But the drains, are the fame as be? 
fore, which were only new fcoured 
and opened. And the out- fall is alfo the 
fame; viz. by Shire-drain, and the 
fluice at Tid, for the fluices fet in the 
marfhes are loft, which coft near twenty- 
five thoufand pounds. 

Moreover they caufed Wifbeach river 
to be opened, for the length of two 
miles, which was a very great work. 

f 

The middle Level alfo they defended 
by a large bank from Peterborough to 
Wifbeach, raifed upon the foundation 
of that, which the king began, exceptr 
ing a little turn at Waldirfey-bank, 

The faid Middle Level, they likewife 
defended from the river Ouze, by a 
great bank from Erith to Salters-lode, 
on the North- weft fide of Bedford river, 

and 
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5indmade another new river parallel to 
it from Erith to Salters-lode afore- faid, 
one hundred feet in breadth, and im- 
banked it on both fides fixty feet wide 
at the bottom, ten at the top, and eight 
in height. 

The other drains, which the faid earl 
made or repaired in this Level, were 
Vermuyden's-eau, Stoney- drain, Nene 
old-channel, Popham's-eau, Marfliland- 
cut, Moor's-drain, Whittlefea-dikes, 
and fome other fmall ones ; And the 
fluices, thofe at Salter s-lode, Popham's- 
eau, and Marfhland-cuts. 

For fcouring the South Level, from 
the overflowing of the Ouze, they raifed 
a great bank from Over to Salters-lode : 
The lefTer rivers, viz. Grant, Milden- 
hall, Brandon, and Stoke, being de- 
fended by fmaller banks, from Salters- 
lode, to Stow-bridge, they caufed a 
large river of one hundred and twenty 
feet wide to be cut, and ten feet deep, 
for the more fpeedy conveying away of 

O 2 the 
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the waters ; which river is now called 
Downham-eau, as alfo two great faflTes 
at Salters-lode, for the paiTage of boats 
and other veiTels, with three fluices at 
the end of Downham-eau, and divers 
fmall drains, viz. Granty- fen-drain, 
the in-drain to the bank of the Hundred 
foot river. Reach-lode, and many 
others. 

So that having accomplifhed the 
whole work within the compafs of five 
years, the faid Level was by a decree of 
fewers, made at Ely on the 25th of 
March 1653, adjudged to be fully drain- 
ed. Whereupon the faid earl and his 
participants had poffeffion of thofe 
ninety-five tlioufand acres awarded to 
him and them. 

It appears from the furveys or views 
of the Levels, made previous to the un- 
dertakings for the general drainage, that 
by diverting the great Ouze at Little- 
port, and turning it from its antient 
out-fall, at Wifbeach, and joining it to 

the 
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the little Ouze at Rebech, that, as the 
channel and out-fall at Wilbeach decay- 
ed, thofe at Lyhn improved and aug- 
mented, in fuch a manner , that from a 
poor inconfiderable fewer of fix poles 
wide, fo early as the time of Edward 
the Firll, it was become a confiderable 
port, and a capacious haven, and fo 
great was the force of the tides received 
into it, and the frelhes defcending 
throug^h it, that the country could 
fcarcely make any banks fufficient to 
refift their force, but were under a ne- 
cellity of giving way to their powers, 
by iettingthe banks at greater diitances ; 
infomuch that in the year 1336, 1 1 E. III. 
it was in fome places become a mile 
wide ; fuch had been the force and pow- 
er of the tides and frefhes, afting in con- 
junftion with, and being united to, each 
other, and by the like combined and 
united powers and forces it is, that the 
channels and outfalls of all the principal 
rivers in this ifland, as well as in other 
parts, are maintained and kept open, 
from age to age, fit for the important fer- 
vices of navigation and drainacre. 

O3 ^"^ And 
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And by the furveys before menti-- 
oned, it appears, that from the time of 
Edward the Fir ft, down to the time of 
the general undertaking, the channel and 
out-fall at Lynn had fo continued to im- 
prove both in depth and capacity, as to 
become abfolutely the beft fewer in the 
whole Level, and a goodly, fair river 
throughout, and below Ely, running with 
fuch force and rapidity, and had fcour- 
ed out the channel fo deep, that the low 
water mark at Salters-lode, was ten feet 
under the foil of the fens at that place ; 
befides the natural declivity of the coun- 
try from the up-lands thereto. . 

And as in thofe furveys, ttiere were no 
remarks nor obfervations made of any 
overflowings or drownings of that coun- 
try, except above Ely, and about Her- 
' remere, occafioned either by gravels^ 
wears, and weeds, or by the narrow- 
nefs of the channel thereabouts, not be- 
ing capacious enough to pafs down the 
waters brought by the Ouze that way, 
after their paffage through the Weft- wai- 
ter 
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ter was flopped, by the decay of the 
channels and drains which (hould have 
conveyed it with the Nene, either to 
either to Wifbeach or Salters-lode. 

It is therefore feafonable to conclude, 
that the fens in that part of the country 
were then, and had been, ever fince 
the out-fall at Lynn was become fo ca- 
pacious, and the channel fcoured fo 
deep, in a fruitful and a flourifhing con- 
dition* 

In the nature of up-land meadows 
fubje6t to fome fhort overflowing in the 
time of great land -floods, or by the rage 
of fome extraordinary fpring tides, by 
which the lower parts might at fome 
times be annoyed : but as there was fo 
great a fall from the furface of the land 
to the low water mark, the tide water 
would not refl: long thereon, and the 
land-floods, if they remained on fome 
of the lower parts, for fome time in the 
winter, tipon the return of the fummer 
they would be foon carried oS': fo that 

O4 it 
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it is rcafonable to conclude, that thofe 

fens were in a fruitful and flourifhing 
condition, as before mentioned. 

And this is confirmed by feveral peti- 
tions, prefented to pariiament by the 
inhabitants ; one of which from Laken- 
heath fets forth. 

That they had in ufe about five 
thoufand, feven hundred acres of 
common fens, which was not hurtful- 
ly furrounded grounds, but were made 
beneficial by ov^erflowing. 

And above one thoufand, four hun- 
dred acres of the faid fens were paf- 
turc for flieep in the hardeft time of 
winter; being, never overflowed but 
by extraordinary wind-catches, and 
then they received mod profit' from 
them in the fummer. 

And a like petition from the in- 
habitants of Methwold and other 
towns bordering upon that part of the 

Level, 



/ 
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Level, defcribed the condition of it 
» in much the fame manner: that from 

Methwold obferving that they had 
fheep walks for 6ne thoufand, feven 
hundred flieep, which fed winter and 
fummer, upon their common fens ; and 
thut when any floods happened they 
came by wind-catches, and run over 
but fome part of their grounds, and 
continued not long, fo that they were 
not damaged, but made better by fuch 
overflowings: and on thofe grounds 
they kept three or four hundred 
milch cows for dairies, and fed their 
working horfes, and bred ftore of 
young cattle, which were kept o;i the 
common in winter, time out of mind : 
(fee Badeflade's hiftory, page 81.) To 
which may be added what Sir Cle- 
ment Edmonds reported to the lords 
of the Privy Council; (fee page 217) 
The river of Ouze, fays he, coming 

by Bedford, Huntingdon, and St. Ives, 
and palling down to Lynn, below 

Ely, runs with fuch a current, &c. 

And along by the fide of the ri- 
ver it is a very rich foil, both in 

Cambridgefliire 
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Cambridgeftiire and the Ifle, well in- 
habited, and not otherwife troubled 
with water, but in winter, and in time 
of floods, which probably would not 
happen, but for Weeds, Wears, and 
Hards in the river, which obIlru6l 
the pafFage of the water : For, fays he^ 
the outfall of the river Ouze is am- 
ple and great, and gives large paflage 
for the frefh waters, defcending from 
the inland countries, and alfo to the 
tides. 

From thefe accounts it is manifefl, 
that at the time immediately preced- 
ing the general undertaking, the South 
Level was in a flourifliing condition, 
and the river Ouze a quick and deep 
fiver, having a fufficient and cagacious 
outfall. 

There Teems to have been nothing 
more wanting, to have prevented the 
land floods from annoying it, even in 
the winter feafon; and the making 
it completely profitable and cer- 
tain. 
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tain, but the enlarging the wears, 
and fuch parts of the channel as might 
be too much contra6led, the taking 
up the gravels and the due cut- 
ting of the weeds, no ^ not even fo 
much as Imbankation. 

It feems therefore fomething fur- 
prifing, that the adventurers Ihould 
l3e induced to undertake fo expenfive 
and laborious a work, as to cut a 
new river one hundred feet in breadth, 
and twenty miles in length, on pur- 
pofe to turn the water of the Ouze 
out of that Level, which might at fo 
fmall an expence have been fafely 
made to pafs through it; efpecially 
as the Bedford river had before been 
cut, at fo fmall a diilance from it, 
by way of fubftitute for that branch 
of the Ouze/ called the Weft water, 
then flopped by the decay of its 
proper channel, which ftoppage it 
feems had alfo turned a part of the 
Nene, down that way, and alfo by 
way of flaker to the other branch. 

Whether 
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Whether it was the palling the 
upland waters quicker down to their 
out-fall, and fooner to relieve the 
meadows aloft, was the flriki ng con- 
fideration, which influenced the great 
Vermuyden to advife them to this 
undertaking, I cannot fay ; but it evi- 
dently appears, that its efFefts had 
not been clearly forefeen, or thorough- 
ly confidered; for fo great a body 
of water being carried down this new 
channel, lying with fo much quicker 
defcent, and being hurried into the 
Old river much fooner than in the 
antient round-about courfe, and fil- 
ling it much fooner in the place of 
concourfe, than it could be filled by 
the fmaller rivers, left to fupply it in 
the former courfe, the water at that 
place being raifed above the water in 
the old low channel, fome part would 
naturally flow up into it, for the fame 
reafon that the tide rifing at the mouth 
of a river higher than the contiguous 
waters running down it makes a cur- 
rent into it: and that this was aftually 

the cafe, appears from Hiftory. 

For 
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For the new Bedford or Hundred 
foot river, being cut in 1650, it was 
found neceffary to ereft a fluice at 
Denver, a little above the faid place 
of concourfe, to prevent the water 
coming down the faid river in the 
time of land floods, more efpecially 
from reverting up into the Gld low 
river, in the manner before defcribed, 
which the year after, viz. 1651, being 
agreed on, and accordingly erefled at the 
expence of feven thoufand pounds, 
when the land-floods defcended down 
the faid new Bedford, or Hundred 
foot river, and filled the Old channel 
in the manner before defcribed, the 
doors of the faid fluice were kept fliut 
for along time together, by that preflure 
of the water againfl: them, which would 
have carried it up into the Old river, 
had not the flioppage at the fluice pre- 
vented it: and which though it kept 
the water from fo revering, yet it 
dammed up, and flopped the water 
brought down by the Little Ouzc, 
and all the other fmall rivers, which 
came into it, above the faid fluice, 

till 
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till they rofe to a level with the wa- 
ters brought down by the Hundred 
foot river below the lame : by which 
means the lands in the South Level 
were much annoyed, their drainage ob- 
ftruSed, and the bottom of the river 
became liable to grow up by the ful- 
lage and mud fubfiding in fuch time 
of flagnation. 

And the tides being thereby hin- 
dred from flowing up into their re- 
ceptacles, in the antient courfe of the 
Ouze, and the quantity of the ebbs 
greatly diminifhed, the river and out- 
lets below the faid fluice, even down 
to the fea, became greatly choked 
with fand and lilt, depofited and drop- 
ed by the tides; infomuch that the out- 
falls of the fewers and drains formarlh- 
land, leading into the lower part of the 
Ouze towards Lynn, were moft of 
them flopped, and the country there- 
abouts, as well as that part of the South 
Level lying above the faid fluice, be- 
came overflowed and drowned; (fee 

Badeflade's 
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Badfleade's hiftory, page 84,) where he 
fays, the channel below the dam at 
Denver immediately after the fluice was 
erefled, filted, and grew up, in a very 
little time, eight or ten feet. 

And fo apprehenfive . were the na- 
vigators, merchants, and inhabitants of 
Lynn, that fuch an effefl: would be 
the confequence of ereding that fluice, 
that before it was ereded, they in con- 
junftion with the univerfity and town 
of Cambridge, and other places, ufed 
all lawful means poflible by petitions 
&c. to prevent it. (fee Badeflade's hif- 
tory, page 52.) 

And after they had experienced the 
bad effe£ls thereof, in the year 1696^ 
the fixth of January, (9 W. III.) they 
prefented a petition to parliament, in 
conjunction with the univerfity and 
town of Cambridge, the dean and 
prebends of Ely, towns of Hunting- 
don and Thetford, and the land-hold- 
crs of the South Level, praying for 

the 
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the removal of the faid fluice and dam, 
the prejudices of which to the chan- 
nel and outfall at Lynn, 

By many evidences was proved, 
that in the year 1645, about fix years 
before the faid fluice was erefted, 
and for the time preceeding/ down to 
that date, the channel and outfall to 
the fea, had been and was deep and 
good; that the floods and ebbs were 
ftrong and forcible, and the tides 
ran up full five hours and an half, 
that fince the building of the faid fluice 
the channel, the outfall, and the roads 
where the fliips ufed to ride at an- 
chor at fea, called Fietne and Ferrier 
were in the year 1660 fo grown up, 
that at the South End of ihe town, 
and on the Weft fide of the river 
where there had been two fathom or 
twelve foot water at low water, the 
Weft fide of the river was grown fo 
fliallow that no fliips could ride, and 
the channel between Common ftaith 
and St. Anne, was dried up, and 
at the Crutch which had been 

twelve 
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twelve feet water there was then but 

nine feet. 

And in the years tGjg, and t6j6, 
the Weft chajinel below the town was 
grown up, ^ndFeJney rqadloft. 

And from the year 1675, *^ ^9^9 
from the South end of the town to Far- 
rier-road, the river and channel gradu- 
ally from year to year grew worfe and 
worfe, fo that there was but then three 
feet water at the Crutch at low water, 
where there had been twelve. 

And the channel below the town to 
Farrier road was become fo bad, that a 
fhip of nine feet draught, could not fail 
from town to the road in one tide with- 
out a fair wind. And a (hip of twelve 
feet draught, could not come from the 
road to the town, without lying by the 
way for want of water, and the fands 
in Uie channel were fo bad that no (hip 
could bear its burthen, but break in 
pieces, by which means niany (hips had 

P fuftained 
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fuftained from one hundred to four hun-. 
dred pounds damage per fliip, and feme 
quite fpoiled. 

That fince the building of the fluices, 
the tide being flopped out of its antient 
receptacles, its force was greatly weak- 
ehedC and the time of its flowing aba- 
ted ; running up now only three hours, 
and an half; whereas before, it ufed to 
run up five hours a^d an half. 

That before the faid fluices were ereS- 
ed the tides flowed twenty -four miles 
farther into the deep rivers of Ouze,. 
Stoke, Grant, and MildenhalL 

Thai: the fole foundation of the fluice 
is raifect aiid ftands above eight feet 
higher than the bottom of the Old river, 
wbereby fo much weight of water is 
loft. 

That by means of the faid fluices the 
water-way in the river was contrafted 
from being one hundred and fifty feet 

wide 
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wide to thefe paflages of eighteen feet 
eich ; by which means the in-draught 
of the tides was diminifhed. 

That the Old river above the fluicCi 
was choked up with weeds and mud^ 
and became almoft impaflable. 

That where large keels and barges 
were formerly ufed, now none but flat 
boats or lighters could pafs* 

That before the fluices Were erefted^ 
when the tides had their antient natural 
courfe up thofedeep rivers, which were 
thereby filled with vaft quantities of wa- 
ter ; the ebb at Lynn was run off in two 
hours at leaft before it fell back in the 
place where the fluices fland^ that being 
toUowed by the freflies every twelve 
hours they fell with fuch weight and 
force iri a flrdng and rapid fl:ream, that 
they cleared the river and harbour from 
the finds brought m by the tides before 
they could fall and fettle* 

P a That 
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That the Hundred foot rivejr bears nq 
manner of proportion for the depth or 
breadth with the ^ old rivers, being cut 
on rifing jground but five or fix feet 
deep. 

And that the channel of Lynn after , 
it had continued in a ftate of improve- 
ment, and had been continually inlarg- 
ed, and deepened, from the time of the 
firll turning of the water of the Greqt 
Ouze into Ouzeparva, to the time of 
the undertaking of the general drainage, 
the cutting of the Bedford rivers, and 
the fetting down of the fluices ^t SalterV 
lode, and at Denver, and that after that 
time* came into decay, is evident, for 
in the year 1611, 9 J. I. at a feflions pf 
fewers held at King's Lynn, Sep. 26, it 
was ordered that the flujce at the end of 
Rightford-lode, next the Ouze, (hould 
be taken up, and a larger fet down, the 
better to drain thirteen hundred acres 
of low-lands, in Upwell and Outwell : 
And that the fole of the faid fluice fhoujd 
be laid one foot under the low water 

mark. 
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Wrk, of the f<iid riyef of Ouze, as it 
ufually flows about the end oF Auguflj 
and that there fliould be two funnels^ 
feach four feet wide, and fix feet deep, 
with fufRcient fea doors and land doors 
for the fame, (fee Badeflade's hiflory 

The. latter end of Auguft 1723, Mr. 
Peter Batefoh, William Stafford, 'efq; 
captain John Edwards and myfelf, (fays 
the author above quoted) funk and bor- 
ed to find the apron or fole of the fore* 
faid fluice^ and we found it to lie fix 
feet, one inch and a half under low wa- 
ter mark : We next meafured the two 
funnels, and found each to be four feet 
wide, as they were ordered to be made, 
but they were but three feet, four inches 
deep ; therefore it is plain, that the foles 
of the faid fluices had been raifed two 
feet, eight inches ; fo that the original 
apron, had it been lying, would have 
been eight feet nine inches and a half 
lower than the low water mark is at this 
time. And now there is not above fix 

P 3 inches 
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inches depth of water in the river ^ 
low water mark, whereas formerly there 
never was lefs than a depth of four feet 
at low water mark here* 

We alfo dug and bored to find the 
fole of Hunts fluice, on the North fide 
of Stow-bridge, and found it to bq 
eight feet, eleven inches, lower than 
low watermark, 

Thefe experiments prove, that when 
thefe fluices were fet down at low water 
mark in the Ouze, was at leaft eight 
feet lower thar^ it is now. 

And it may be added, that they alfo 
prove d that the bottom of the river, at 
tlje time of fetting them down, was 
eltrvcn feet lower than at the time o£ 
niaking the experipient: which plainly 
ftiews, the bad effecl which thofe cuts 
and fluices had upon the channel below 
|;hcm. 

To what has been before faid, may 
be added what the fame author fay$ 

thereof^ 
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thereof in page 84 viz ; The channel be* 
low the dam at Denver did immediately 
after lilt up, till its bottom came to be cm 
a hanging level with the bottom of the 
Bedford river, u e» it filted and grew up 
in a very little time eight or ten feet» 

And in refpeft to the ill eflfeft of the 
fluice at Denver upon the South Levels 
it is to be obferved, what the lord 
Gorges, (who was one of the under- 
takers and the mod fkilful in draining) 
fays in page 82. 

The adventurers finding thefe fliiices 
had fuch ill efFeft upon the South Level, 
for whofe benefit alone they were de- 
figned, and obferving that the river on 
the Lynn fide of the fluices was filted 
up ten feet, which growing up of the 
river was a great obllacle to draining. 

They, anno 1653, cut Downhameau, 
alias St. John's eau, beginning above 
Denver fluice, and carried near line- 
right, about five miles along by the £aft 

P4 fide 
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iSde oF the Ouze towards Lynn, to a 
little below Six>w bridge. This river 
Sir William Duj^date fays, was made 
one hundred and twenty feet wide, and 
ten feet deep, for the more fpeedy con- 
veyance of the waters out of the Soudi 
Level, with three fluices at the end« 

And becaufe of this ten feet choke, the 

adventurers found themfelves under a 

neceflit^ alfo to cut a new drain on the 
Weft hde of the Ouze out of Well 

creek, to fall alfo into Ouze a little be^ 
low Stow bridge^ called Tong's drain 
or Marlhlahd cut, CO convey the waters 
out of the Middle Level, which before 
the ten feet choke fell into Ouze at Sal- 
ter Vlode^ where, as we have already 
obferved diere was before the fluices 
were ereded, a fall of ten feet from 
die foil of the fens to low water mark 
in the river Ouze. 

Immediately after thefe two drains, 
yiz ; Downh^ eau, and Tong's drain 
were made, the river Ouze gtew up and 

the 
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the fands increaFed more between Sal- 
ters-lode and Stow-bridge, than in any 

other part of the fiver, occafioned chief- 
ly by Downham-eau, through which 
part of the waters that (hould have helpn 
cd to fcour away the fand, were turn- 
ed out of the Ouzc for that length of 
way; partly by turning many of the 
waters of the Nene through Tong's- 
drain, and partly by keeping the (luice 
doors fhut mod part of the fummer, fo 
that no fre(h water at all was fuffered to 

come that way to help to fcour out the 
river beneath the lluice. 

But principally by another efFefl: of 
that dam whereby the receptacles of the 
tides, and the large in-draughts of the 
Waters, which ufed to put up with them 
from fea, and were received into the 
laid rivers, were intercepted, and cut 
Ifaort near thirty miles of their wonted 
flow ; by reafon of which there wanted 
that plenty, force and weight of a back 
water, which is neceflary to fcour out 
the flit and fand, brought by the tide. 

So 
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So that the river continued to filt 
up fo very faft, that in about three years 
time, after the making (rf" Downhanx 
£au5 its outfall was choked up and lofl: ; 
and the £au dammed up^ 

And the bridge at Stow which had 
been built over it was taken down, 
to the charge of maintaining it, and 
ioflead thereof a road made crofs it^ 

And Downham Eau was of no ufe,. 
till 1666, when the twenty-four-foot 
drain was let into it, which was cut 
from Soam Meere for draining it by 
tunnels under the three rivers afore-* 
laid. 

But now thoie tunnels are flopped 
up, and the Eau is rendered ^ain 
of little, or no ufe, the bottom of the 
Ouze being higher than the fole of the 
fluice next the Ouze, and alfo as high 
as the foil of the fens. 

Thus in the courfe of a very few 
years, thofe works which were defign- 

ed 






ed to drain the fens (particularly the 
South Level) and to have made them 
good winter lands, did the reverfe, 
(that is,) abfolutely drowned the Le- 
yel, now no longer fummer lands. 

Thus it appears, that in the cutting 
of thofe rivers and erefting thofe fluices 
one error was fucceeded by another and 
nothing done that was produ6live of 
th^ benefit intended. 

In the year 1650 or 16^1, the new 
Bedford or the Hundred- foot river 
jvas cut, and a fluice placed at Erith^ 
to keep the waters of the Ouze, out 
of the South Level to fecure the up- 
per parts thereof from being annoyed 
in winter time by its waters, and for 
conveying them in a fhorter paffage, 
and lefs time to their outfall. 

But an unlooked for effeft,, arifing 
from the projeft,' or mode of execu^ 
ting it, the Old river laying much low- 
er than the faid new channel, was 
xhote filled at the place of concourfe 
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by the waters brought down by it, 
than by the remainder of the rivers 
Coming into it through the old natu- 
ral channel, for which reafon a great 
part o^ the waters brought down by 
the new river reverted into it; by 
which means the lower part of the 
South Level became annoyed and 
furrounded by the very means intend- 
ed for the relief of the upper part 
thereof. 

To remedy which, the projeflors 
brought themfelves as they imagined 
into a necclfity of erecting the fluice 
at Denver, to prevent that pernicious 
effed* 

But this expedient became .fraught 
with mach greater evils and far worfe 
etfeds, than were intended to have 
been prevented by it. 

For not only its gates were forcibly 
kept fhut in the time of la^d-floodSi 
by the waters coming down the New 
river, till the waters in the Old ri- 
ver 
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ver above it came to a level with 
thofe below it, by which means the 
the lands were overflowed and fur- 
rounded, but the tide-waters being fliut 
out of their antient recc^ptacles, and a 
great part of them being intirely ilopped, 
they for want of their proper motion, 
depofited fo much of the filt with which 
|:hey came loaded, as to choke up the 
river, in the manner whicii has been be- 
fore defcribed. 

•The river below the fluice being in a 
very Httle time thus dammed up, and the 
lands thus furrounded, and overflowed, 
they were obliged to fly to another re- 
fource, and try another expedient, for 
the relief of thofe lands which their ill-, 
concerted fchemes had fo much annoy- 
ed and prejudiced. 

And accordingly in the year 1653, 
but about two years after the fluice at 
Denver was ere£led, St. John's eau was 
cut at a very confiderable expence, in 
hopes of pbtaining the relief which was 

wanted 
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wanted for the South Level, which wa^ 
fo far from anfwering the end expefted; 
that in fo (hort a time as three years it be- 
cfame lilted up, and rendered intirely 
ufelefs, in refpeit to the purpofes in- 
tended by it. Siich were the unhappy 
and for ought that appears to the contra- 
ry, the unforefeen effefts of placing that 
fluice in the courfe of the tides flowing 
into their slntient receptacles. 

As all human perforis are fiibjeO; to 
errors, and the miftakes of others may 
teach wifdom to ourfelves, I muft hum- 
bly conceive, that a ufefiil lefloni or two- 
may be learnt from thofe proceedings. 

The firft is, that in fiich expenlive/ 
great, and important works, every 
fcheme, and every projeft ftiould be 
well weighed, and maturely, and tho- 
roughly confidered iii all lights, rela- 
tions, and circumftances, before it is 
perfeftly adopted, and carried into exe- 
cution, and as nature afts upon the prin- 
ciples of wifdom and reafon, and as all 

people 
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people do not view the fame fubjefts in 
the fame light, and fcarce any perfon 
can view fuch fubje6i:s as are of import- 
ance in all various relations which they 
may (land in to others, it muil therefore 
be the moft fafe, and the mod prudent 
method, not to be ftrongly attached to 
the fentiments, or opinions of any one 
perfon, however judicious; but to col- 
left, weigh, and compare the fentiments 
of fuch others, as may have thought up- 
on. Or confidered the fubjed with the 
greateft deliberation. 

• The fecond is, that as it appears by 
the above recited relations, how prodi«« 
giouQy pernicious and prejudicial the 
fetting down of that fluice in a tide-way 
(fo as to ftop the waters in their influx 
from the extenfive receptacles which 
they ufed to fill, fo many certain 
times in the fpace of a year, and thereby 
robbing the out-fall of the great and re- 
peated force and weight of the ebbs pro- 
duced by thofe in-draughts) was, both 
to the drainage and navigation of this 
large river and out-fall, 

Therefore 
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Therefore no fuch iluices» dams or 
iloppages ought to be put, of fet up 
in the tide-ways, efpecially of any ri- 
vers under the like circumilances, and 
immediately communicating with the 
ocean. 

For however ufeful fluices may be 
for the receiving the fea water for 
the filling and dilcharging of fuehrers 
fervoirs, as are made and contrived 
for the fcouring of fome Ihort chan- 
nels, for the inlets and outlets of ihips 
or veflels, into and out of fome par- 
ticular bafons, piers or docks not far 
diflant from the fea, and where there 
is not naturally a fufiicient quantity 
of land-waters or receptacles to make 
fuch an indraught for the tides as to 
keep tlie waters in motion, and to 
produce a large and fuffLpient quantity, 
weight, and force of ebb, yet in all 
rivers communicating with the fea, 
where they prevent the union of the 
tides and fre(hes» flop their motionSt 
and feparate their operations and 

forces. 
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forces, they muft reafonably be fup- 
pofed to be, as experience demon- 
ft rates them to be, v6ry pernicious and 
hurtful to the channels and outfalls of 
fuch rivers; as all dams and obllruc- 
tions and every thing, which impedes 
the current and motion of the water 
mufl be; 

And where fluices are made ufe of, 
in the manner and for the purpofe be- 
fore fpecified, or by the way of Locks 
for raifing of Ihips and veffels from 
one Level to another, in Bafons and 
Canals where the water lies at reft 
and ftagnant, thofe refervoirs, recepta- 
cles and canals are by the fubfidence 
of the mud and fuUage of the waters 
efpecially if it be fea water with which 
they are fuppHed, continually growing 
up, fo that in certain periods of time^ 
and often in a very fhort time too^ 
they are rendered incapable, and be- 
come unfit for the ufes and fervices 
intended, without the affiftance and La- 
bour of men's hands; and frequently 

Q become 
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become too expenfive to be fupported 
and maintained unlefs in fome particu- 
lar inftances; befides, the operations of 
refervoirs are fo irregular and unequal, 
fo reftrained and contrafted, that fome- 
times they efFeft very little or nothing, 
and often times do nmch more hurt 
than good; by forcibly railing and 
driving away the mud, fand, or ful- 
lage from and fcouring a hole much 
deeper than wanted, or than is ufeful, 
in one place, and carrying it to fome 
other dillant place, where its force be- 
ing grown much weaker, fuflFers it 
to fall down, fubfide, and fill up the 
channel: and inftead of mending and 
deepening, makes it fhallower, than it 
naturally was. 

And this being the mode and man- 
ner in which all artificial refervoirs 
do aft, it is very manifeft that they 
can only be ufeful in fmali diflances,; 
and even then are attended with very 
irregular, and very often pernicious 
cfFe6ts ; and therefore ought not to be 

made 
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made ufe of but in fuch cafes where 
no other means can be obtained, and 
they are at be ft but temporary expedi* 
ents. 



But the united, conftant, and pow- 
erful opperations of the upland waters, 
tides and ebbs ading conjunctly, and 
as it were in aid and concert with 
each other, are the great and effeflive 
powers and forces, by which the Firth/ 
the Tweed, the Tyne, the Tees, the 
Humber, the Thames, the Medway, 
the Severn, the Nene, the Welham and 
the Welland, before the imbankations, 
and all the other principal rivers in this 
Ifland, and elfewhere, where Nature 
has not been too much obftrufted by 
the works of Art, and the wrong de- 
vices of men, or by fome violent com- 
motions in itfelf, fuch as earthquakes, 
&c. have been maintained and pre- 
fer ved from their firfl formation at 
the time of the Deluge down to this 
time; fome few exceptions admitted* 
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Whatever therefore diminifhes the 
quantity, or divides and fepa rates the 
force and power of one, or both of 
thefetwo great and natural agents, if I 
may fo call them, muft neceflarily lef- 
fen, abate, and diminifh, either one or 
other, or both of their efficacie and 
eSefts in fcouring, preferving, and 
maintaining the channels, through which 
they ' pafs, or in which they aft ; and 
confequently muft be pernicious and 
hurtful thereto; in the like manner as 
was the aforefaid fluice at Denver; 
which as it was badly contrived, fo 
the fabric was very ill conftrufted; 
for being raifed upon a bed of loofe, 
uncemented clunch, or hard chalk- 
ftones, confined only by ranges offe- 
parated piles, in the year 1713, it was 
fuddenly blown up by the tides, or 
rather by the wafhing away of the 
clunch, upon which it flood \ and the 
foundation giving way, the luperftruc- 
ture inftantly fell; and the whole fa- 
bric, which coft about feven thoufand 
pounds in erefting, was in the fpace 

of 
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of about fixty-two years intirely de- 
moliQied, after having produced all the 
mifchief before defcribed. 



And yet fo fhort were the views 
of many people, and fo ftrong their 
prejudices, that no experience could 
deter them, nor no agreements ifTu- 
ed them from rebuilding fucfi an- 
other like fluice in the year in 

the very fame place, at a like great 
expence. 

• 

And I. am thoroughly of opinion, 
that had it not been for the inlarge- 
ment of the river's mouth, about two 
miles below Lynn, by which means 
there has within thefe few years been 
a greater influx of the tide water, and 
which alfo has rofe higher, than fome 
years heretofore, which has increafed 
the quantity, force and weight of the 
ebb water, which has in a great mea- 
fure counter-ballanced the efFe6l of 
the faid new fluice, the bad confe- 
quences thereof could have been more 
manifefl:, before this time: though I 

Q 3 have 
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have been lately informed, they begin 
now to become very apparent, the 
harbour being of late come into con^ 
fiderable decay. 

As I have not met any particular 
accounts either of the continuance, or 
efFeds of the fluice in Wifbeach river 
at the Horfe-fhoe, which Dugdale fays 
cofl eight thoufand pounds building, 
I can fay nothing from fa6ls, relating to 
it : but as it is now down, I am inclined 
to think, that both its fate, and effeds 
have been fimilar to thofe of the fluice 
jit Denver. 

And as to that great fluice lately erefl- 
ed at Bofton, at the mouth of a fine, 
and what might otherwife be a very be- 
neficial new river, a little above the 

town, for keeping out the tides; lam 
fo far from expecting any advantage 

from the faid fluice, that I am fully of 
opinion, if it is kept confl:antly in ufe, 
and iftider the fame regulations for dam- 
ming up the water above; as at the firft, 
' ' that 



-^ 



BEDFORD LEVEL. 23I 

that in the courfe of a few years the 
channel, inftead of being improved/will 
be greatly injured, and the out-fall pre- 
judiced thereby. 

And had that expence been faved, and 

the tides had free admiflion into the faid 
New river, there is great reafon to be- 
lieve, that the channel and out- fall would 
have ina fhort time been improved by the 
weight and force of the returning ebbs, 
and the frefhes defcending with the rapi- 
dity, which the continuation of the in- 
draught up the faid river, after the turn 
of the tide at the out-fall would occafion, 
being feoured out fo deep, that veflelsof 
twelve or thirteen feet water, or more 
might upon any ordinary tide come up 
to the quays and wharfs at the town, 
much better than they ufed to do, before 
the late decay of that river. 

As there has been already fifteen 
thoufand pounds funk with the fluices 
in the marfhes about Wifbeach out-fall, 
and eight thoufand pounds laid out up- 
on the fluice Horfefhoe, which is nowde- 

Q 4 moliflied 
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molifhed and gone, I Ihould fuppofe 
that there can be no great encourage- 
ment to enter upon any new works of 
that kind, where they have been attend- 
ed with fuch bad fuccefs, and fuch fatal 
Gonfequences. 

And it fhould be remembered, that 
it is not the fand, mud, or fullage, 
which is brought into a river, arid car- 
ried through it, which choked up its 
channel, but that which is dropped and 
depofited in it by the obftruftion of the 
current, the abatement of its velocity, 
anddiminutiohof its force; and the great- 
er any of thefeare in degree, the great- 
er arid the worfe willbethie effect, ipthe 
choking up the channel; therefore 
every thing which Qccafions obflrufli- 
ons, floppages, or long ftagnations in 
the currents, and courfes of the rivers, 
fhould be carefully avoided. ' 

It is true, there always will be, be- 
tween the influx of the tide, and the Pe- 
rcent of the frefhes^ a point of ftagna- 
' ' • no n 
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tion infome part of the channel, or other, 
as likewiFe a time of floppage between 
the influx and reflux of the tide-water, 
in which time the fand and foil, with 
which it is loaded, will be dropped, and 
fufFered to fubfide. Yet as this is but 
fhort, and the fluices, which obflruft 
the motion, of the water, during the 
whole time of its influx, are of long dura- 
tion ; the prejudices and hurt done by 
the former, will be very inconfiderable, 
and fcarcely any thing, to be compared 
with what muft of neceflity be done by 
the latter ; as is evident by long experi- 
ipent and obfervation. 

For as all the confiderable rivers in this 
ifland, ^nd el fe where, have their chan- 
nels and outfalls preferved by the united 
pperations of the tides, and upland wa- 
ters^owing alternately into, and through 
them, as has been before obferved: In 
confequence it follows, that whatever, 
unices the operations of the tides, frefhes, 
and ebbs, byinlarging their quantities, 
increafes their forces, and augments their 

powers. 
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powers, muft advance and promote the 
fcouring and deepening the channels, 
and improve the out-fall of all rivers, 
immediately communicating with the 
fea. 

Having now gone through an hiflori- 
cal account of the Great Level, the 
changes it has undergone, the ftate 
of the rivers, and the principal works 
done therein, with fuch obfervations as 
occurred in the way, efpecially fuch as 
more immediately relate to the channel 
and out-fall at Wifbeach, I fhall by way 
of recapitulation, colleft the fubftance of 
what has been faid, into a few general 
heads, or propolitions. 

Firft, The upper and principal part of 
the Great Level of the fens was antient- 
ly and originally good, and found 
ground, plentifully flocked with wood 
and large timber trees. 

That it was plentifully furnifhed 
with wood and timber trees, appears 

from 
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from the great numbers of the bodies of 
thofe trees, .which have been found bu- 
ried under the moor and fuUage, which 
compofes the prefent furface of the fens, 
and the great number of roots of thofe 
fort of trees, which are found in like 
manner buried under the prefent fur- 
face, and (landing in the foil, and in the 
manner in which they originally grew. 
( fee Dugdale, page 354) 

That the foil was found and good is 
evident by the timber trees and wood 
growing upon it : a rotten moorifti foil, 
not being capable of producing, or fup- 
porting, and nourifliing fuch fort of trees; 
and likewife the fwarths of grafs, found 
near Whittlefea by Mr. Underwood, 
lying eight feet under the then prefent 
foil, doth alfo evince. 

This feems to have been originally 
the general ftate of moft other parts of 
the fen lands in this ifland, lying at a 
diftance from the fea ; as is evident from 
the great quantities of fuch-like trees. 
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being found in the ifle of Axholm in Lin- 
colnfliire, the marfhes of Kent, Suflex, 
Somerfetfliire, Yorklhire, and moft of 
the other fens in this ifland. 

Secondly, The vafl number of timber 
trees which have been found in the man- 
mer before mentioned, buried and fe- 
vered from their roots, were taken 
down by the Romans, in order to bring 
the inhabitants of thofe parts into fub- 
jeftion, and to facilitate and complete 
the conqueft of the ifland. 

That they were taken down by the 
hands of men is very plain, by the 
manner in which they were fevered, 
vaft numbers in the ifle of Axholm hav- 
ing been fevered by fire; as appears by 
their ends being coaled, and multitudes 
of others, appear evidently to have been 
fawn down. 



And that this was a work that was 
done by the Romans is highly probable, 
for the antient inhabitants, the Britons, 

as 
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as they were a very barbarous, hardy 
people, and had veryfew regular towns, 
it appears by the accounts given in Le- 
land, and others, that they made the 
woods both their habitations, and places 
of fecurity and (helter from theirenemies, 
and that they might do fo in the fens,' as 
well as other places, is highly probable ; 
and if fo, the Romans would be under 
a neceffity of taking down thofe woods, 
and clearing the ground in order to 
come at them. 

That the Romans were employed and 
met with difficulties, in reducing thofe 
parts of the ifland, is evident, by the 
caufeway found buried under the moor, 
fuppofed to be made by Severus one 
of the Roman emperors, who was 
employed in fubduing the Britons in 
that part of the fens, extending from 
Denver in Norfolk, through the fens to 
Peterborough; as mentioned (in page 
11} and by that quotation from Tacitus 
in Vita Agrieolae in the fame page, in 
wbyich it is faid, that the Britons com^" 

plained 
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plained that the Romans wore out and 
confumed their bodies and hands in 
clearing the woods, and banking the 
fens. 

And as they were driven to a necefli- 
ty of cutting down the woods, and clear- 
ing the grounds, to force the inhabitants 
of the hke countries in France and Flan- 
ders out of the holds and fhelters, in 
which they fecured themfelves, it is 
highly probable, that they were obliged 
to do the like in Britain, (fee page 101) 
where fpeaking of the laft mentioned 
countries it is faid. 

This country was part of Gallia, but 
fo full of woods, and fens, that the vic- 
torious Caefar could not conquer it, 
though he fubdued all France, except 
the fenny parts, which were not pafTible, 
and which were the province of the Me- 
napii, which Caefar could never pofTefs. 
For, not dwelling in towns, but in cot- 
tages within fenny places compafled 
with woods, they did more annoyance 

to 
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tq the warlike Romans, than they re- 
ceived from them. 

It is true that Caefar, cutting down the 
woods, did attenjpt to pafs the faid fens, 
but by reafon of their greatnefs, and 
that the winter feafon approached, de- 
fpairing of fuccefs, he forebore the en- 
terprize. 

As this was the cafe abroad, under 
like circumftances, I fee not the leafl: 
reafon to doubt, but it was the fame in 
the fenny parts of our ifland in general: 
For the trees found in the fenny parts 
thereof, appear to have been taken 
down by the hands of men ; in the like 
manner with thofe, in the places parti- 
cularly fpoken of. 

Thirdly, The furface of the lands 
in thefe parts of the Great Level 
was originally lower than the prefent. 
furface, from three to eight feet, or 
upon a medium about five feet. 

And 
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And the lands and marlhes near 
the outfalls of the rivers, near to, or 
bordering upon the fea, were at the 
fame time from ten to fixteen, or eight- 
teen feet lower than they are at this 
prefent. 

The former part of this propofition 
proved by the depth of which the roots 
of thofe trees before mentioned are 
found Handing, and the fwoths of 
grafs, which were found lying at 
Whitdefea, as likewife by the (kelcton 
of the fifli found by Sir Robert Cot- 
ton, near Cottington, &c. (fee pages 
twenty-four and twenty-five.) 

The latter part is proved by the 
tan-vats found near Spalding, the Smith's 
fhop, and roots of the trees found near 
Bofton; the fur buflies and nut-trees 
the large ftone, and the cart wheel &c. 
found near Magdalen; The ftrata at 
the fetting down of the Saffe at Sal- 
tcr's-lode &c. 

That 
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That the water in the upper parts 
br the natural rivers, in its ordinary ftate 
at that time, run confiderably perhaps 
not lefs. thari four or five feet under 
the foil of thofe lands which are how 
fens . 

This propofition is evident, in as 
iriuch as if the waters of the ri- 
vers had in their ordinary ftate, con- 
ftantly and continually overfpread 
{Hdfe parts of the levels, and kept 
them conftantly inundated, the foil 
inuft have been fo weak, rotten and 
unfound, that it could not pofTibly 
have produced or fupported the wood 
and timber trees before mentioned. 

Corrollary ; form this propofition it 
follows; that the lands lying along 
the margin of thofe rivers, at a di- 
ftance from the fea, and which were not 
woodded, were in the nature of up-land 
meadows. 

Fifthly, The lower parts of thofe 
channels and their out-falls at fea were 

R at 
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at that time deep and good, not choked 
with filt, fand, or other fullage. 

And the declivity, of thofe channels, 
or the fall from the upper part pf the 
Level to the low water at the mouths of 
thofe rivers, was confiderably and pro- 
portionally at the fame dillances greater 
than it is at prefent. 

The firft part^ of this propofition is 
alfo evident, for if the outfalls and the 
lower parts of the channels had been 
at that time lilted and choked, as they 
fince have been, the rivers above could 
not have been kept under foil, but the 
upper parts of the Level muf I have been 
continually inundated, the foil weak- 
ened and rendered fo unfound as not to 
have borne fuch timber trees. Sec. as 
before mentioned. 

The latter part of the propofition is 
but as it were a corrollary to the firft 
part; for if there had not been a more 
quick fall for the up -land waters than 

there 
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there is at prefent the water in the upper 
part of the Level could not have been 
kept fo much under foil, nor the land 
kept fo found, and dry, as it appears to 
have been. 

Sixthly, Though the lands in the up- 
per parts of the Level were lower thari 
they are at prefent, fuppofe as before^ 
five feet, yet they were never hurtfuUy 
annoyed by the tides flowing up the 
rivers. 

This propofition is alfo proved, by 
the flourifhing condition of that part of 
the Level at that time. 



For though the bottom of the rivers 
Were confiderably lower, than they are 
at prefent, yet the aclivity at equal di- 
flances being proportionally greater, and 
the natural courfe of the rivers much 
curved, crooked, and winding, it took 
up fo much time for the tides to reach 
the diflant parts thereof, that by the 
time of its arrival, the tide was greatly 

R 2 fallen 
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fallen at the entrance, and the motion 
of the water upward fo abated and re- 
tarded, the fwellof it fo moderated, that 
it very feldom would rife on the mea- 
dows in the upper parts of the Level. 

Seventhly^, The lands lying in the 
lower part of the Level, and bordering 
on the lower parts of the rivers, their 
out-falls and the fea, being intirely de- 
fencelefs and unimbanked, by thecon- 
•ftant rifmg and falling of the tide waters, 
mud have been condantly covered and 
uncovered therewith, and therefore 
muft have been in the nature of fait 
marlhes. 

As it is evident by thofe feveral arti- 
cles found at various depths, and as 
they bordered upon the lower parts of 
the rivers, near the out-falls into the 
fea, and the tides which put up into 
thofe rivers rofe, than upon the coafl ; 
much in the manner which they now 
do, and as all thofe flat countries bor- 
dering upon the great bay have their 

outfalls, 
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outfalls, and the lower parts of the ri- 
vers leading into it, if the banks by 
which they are now defended were 
taken away, the lands would now by 
the fpring tides at leaft be overflowed 
and inundated, it is very evident, that 
when thefe lands were fourteen feet up- 
on an average lower than they now are, 
and intirely defencelefs and unimbank- 
ed, every common and ordinary tide 
rtiuft rife above them, and flow over 
them ; fo that they muft have been con- 
ftantly and alternately covered and un- 
covered with the tides, and muft have 
tieen abfolutely in the nature of fait 
marfhes, and intirely unfit either for ha- 
bitation or produftion, or the nourifh- 
ment of any kind of wood or timber 
trees. 

Of this kind was Marfh-land, the 
lands about Wifbeach, Spalding, Bofton, 
Holland, and the low and flat parts of 
Lincolnfliire communicating with the 
great bay, or bordering upon the fea 
coaft. 

R 3 Eighthly, 
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Eighthly, That the above mentioned 
marfbes and parts of the afbrefaid Level 
country bordering upon the bay, the 
out falls, and the lower parts ot the ri- 
vers aforefaid, were imbanked, inhabi- 
ted, and cultivated, when and whilft 
the furface of the faid country was from 
|:en to eighteen feet lower than it now 
is. 

That thefe countries could not be in- 
habited, or were any way fit or proper 
for the producing; nourilhing, or fup- 
porting wood and timber trees before 
their imbankations is evident, from the 
foregoing propofition. 

That they were inhabited, cultivated, 
and improved, whilil the foil and fur- 
face remained fo much lower ihan it is 
now, as plainly appears, by the afore- 
faid articles difcovered about Boflon 
and Spalding in Lincolnfhire, and near 
Magdalen in Marfh-land in Norfolk, It 
necelfarily follows therefore, that thofe 
countries were originally imbanked, in- 
habited. 
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habited, and cultivated when and whilft 
the furface thereof was from ten to fe- 
venteen or eighteen feet lower than it 

now is. . 

Ninthly, That the original imbanka- 
tion of thofe marilies and flats before 
mentioned, bordering upon the coaft 
and bay, the out-falls and lower parts 
of the rivers, was a workof the Romans. 

That the original inhabitants where 
an hardy, ignorant fort of people, moft- 
ly content with fuch uncomfortable ac- 
commodations as nature afforded them, 
and no way inclined to enter into any 
great and confiderable attempts for im- 
provements, is very evident, by the ac- 
count given of them in Baker's Chroni- 
cle ; for which (fee pages 5 and 6.) 

And in a letter to Sir Chriflopher 
Wren, by Mr. Woodward, concerning 
fome antiquities difcovered near Bifhop's 
Gate, London, publilhed in the eighth 
volume of Leland's Itinerary, fpeaking 

R4 of 
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pf the Britons, he fays. The Britons in 
thofe days were barbarous, and wholly 
uncivihzed ; except fome, who had Ikms 
and hid(s call over them, they went 
naked, and painted their bodies witH 
figures of various animals, after the mari- 
ner of the favage nations ; their diet and 
method of hfe was very mean. There 
was Httle or nothing that could claim 
the name of fcience among them : what 
they had was lodged wixh the Druids^ 
who were the priefts and philofophers 
of thofe times. 

As to the habitations and ftatq of 

building amongll the antient Britons, we 

have had of late (fays the fore mentioned 
author) feme who upon the authoiity 

Geofiiy of Monncuth, and the heat of 

their own fancy, have talked of r-cmains 

of Temples, aiid other noble flrudures 

of the Druids. 

V\ Lcreas in reality the Rortr:ans at their 
deictnt here found i.othirg that carried 
the appeal ance of a tuilclirg, no not one 

flone 



^ 
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(lone upon another nor fo much as a 
brick in the whole ifland. 

From what has been faid of the anti- 
^nt Britons, there does not appear to be 
the leaft reafon to fuppofe, that they ever 
attempted Che undertaking any fuch kind 
of work as the original imbankation of 
thofe marflies ; but had contented them- 
Xelves to take nature as they found it, 
without fatiguing themfelves, with the 
labour of making improvements: That 
the Romans were in many parts of the 
Great Level, and were employed in 
fubduing the inhabitants of that coun- 
try, and executing fojrne confiderable 
works therein, their coins found in fe- 
veral parts of the Great Level, and the 
caufeway fuppofed to be made by the 
emperor Severus therein, as before re- 
cited, do plainly manifeft. 

And as they were an induftrious, di- 
iciplined people, ambitious of grand and 
magnificent works, and brought over 
large armies, which they employed in 

making 
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making roads and caufeways in other 
parts of the ifland, it is very reafonable 
to fuppofc, that when they cad their 
eyes upon fo large a trafl: of land as the 
marflies mull appear to be, lying opeh 
and defencelefs againft the tides and 
fea, which their wifdom and fagacity 
would inftigate them to improve, that 
tiiey would foon be induced to fet about 
fopromifing a work, as the imbankation 
of thofe marflies muft appear to them to 
be, which lying at fo great a diftance 
from the upper part of the Level, which 
was then in fo flourifliing a condition, it 
in all probability was not confidered, or 
indeed it might not be at all apprehend- 
ed, how it would be affefted thereby. 
It is therefore mofl. reafonable to believe, 
that the original imbankation of the 
marfhes was a work of the Romans. 

Tenthly, That thofe w orks done by 
the Rom?ins of imbanking the marlhes, 
and the lower parts of the rivers leading 
through the Great Level, and the con- 
tiguous countries, were the primary 

and 
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and original caufe of the continued in- 
undating, overflowing, and furround- 



ingthe faid Level. 



The rivers being thus naturally deep 
and quick, when any land .floods hap- 
pened, the waters would not often, 
(only when they were very confider- 
able) rife out . of the channel in the up^ 
per parts of the Level, but would be 
pafled off with celerity through them to 
the more low parts, where meetingwith 
the influx of the tides, they would be 
raifed out of the channel on to the 
marflies and the lands contiguous or 
immediately above them : from whence 
in the time of ebbs it would defcend 
with great force and rapidity, both 
through the rivers and over the whole 
furface of the marflies, or through large 
creeks and gullies made therein, into 
thefea. 

And in extraordinary land-floods, 
when the waters were raifed out of the 
channel in the upper parts of the Level, 
and fpread over the la&ds lying upon 

the 
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the margin of the rivers, in the manner 
of the up-land meadows, it would not 
long continue there, but by the natural 
declivity of the country, would foon 
fall down to the lower parts thereof, in 
the fame manner as they do from the 
upper land meadows, without Haying 
to do them any prejudice or hurt» 

And as this was the natural courfe 
and mode of the waters and land-floods, 
pailing through and over the upper parts 
of the Great Level, as well as all fuch- 
like lands, before the imbankation of 
the marlhes adjoining thereto, it is evi- 
dent from reafon, as well as from faft^ 
thatthofe lands could not then be hurt- 
fully annoyed, or long overflowed, or 
furrounded thereby. ' 

But when thofe marflies, to recover 
them from the fea, and to defend them from 
the upland waters, without w hich they 
could not be made habitable or profita- 
ble, were inclofed with banks, then the 
landfloods would be interrupted and flop- 
ped 



\ 
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ped in their progrefs and defcent to- 
wards the fea, and being dammed up by 
thofe banksupon the furface of the lands 
lying immediately above them, and be- 
ing left to find their way into the ocean, 
as the force of gravity direfted them, by 
the confined channels of fuch rivers as 
they could get into, or fuch other paf- 
fages as they naturally found out, or 
made for themfelves; and being con- 
ftantly augmented and increafed by the 
waters brought down to them by the Mp- 
per part of the channels, they would lie 
long upon the lands, foften and difolve 
its natural foil, and mixing it with the 
fullage and mud brought with them in- 
tirely alter its nature and compofition, 
and from fruitful pafturage turn the faid 
lands into a wildernefs of reeds and 
rufhes. 

Arid as thefe grew up, the waters 
would be more and more obftruQed, 

and the lands be more and more inun- 
dated, annoyed, and furrounded ; and 
the river? wanting their proper fupply 
of thofe waters, would be continually 

decaying ; 



,/ 
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decaying ; till at laft the country woula 
be turned into an horrible deep fen, fuch 
as St. Guthlac defcribes the Great Level 
in his time to have been. 



Though it is difficult to trace the pro- 
grefs and gradations by which this great 
change was brought about, yet as Marfh- 
land in particular, could not be fecured 
from the up-land floods, fo as to be made 
profitable and habitable, w^ithout being 
defended by banks therefrom, as well 
as from the ocean, it is highly probable 
that thofe floods were kept ofl^at firfl by 
an imbankment of the old courfe of the 
river from Wifl^each to Littleport, or at 
leaft the moft confiderable part thereof i 
the effeft of which I apprehend would 
be the overflowing and furrounding of 
that part of the Level lying along and 
immediately above the faid antient courfe 
of the river, from Well to Littleport ; 
and this annoyance would at firft, be iii 
degree and continuance greater, or lefs^ 
according to the longer, or ftiorter, con- 
tinuance of the wet or the dry feafon^ 
fucceeding the inundations. 

But 
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But that fuch imbankation made 
for the fecurity of Marftilartd from 
the land-floods, muft have had the 
effeft before defcribed, I think is ve- 
ry eafy to be apprehended and allowed; 
and therefore it may fairly be faid^ 
that the imbankation of the marfhes 
and the lower parts of the rivers 
were the primary and original caufe 
of the inundating the Great Level. 

As the waters which fo inundated 
thofe parts of the level, had then per- 
haps no other way to pafs to the fea, 
but through the channel of the old 
river, and they were continually fup- 
plied, and as it were fed by the ri- 
vers above them, they muft, as has 
been before obferved, lie long upon 
the lands ; but the channel of the ri- 
ver fo long they could get free accefs to 
it, being conftantly fupplied thereby, 
would yet be prelerved deep and 
good: but as the foil fo altered would 
be naturally addided to reeds and 
ruflies, and to the fupport of .alders 
and other aquatic plants or trees, ma- 
ny 
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ny of Which might poffibly be leff 
llanding by the Romans, which increa- 
ing with the reeds, rufhes, would in 
time obftruft the land-floods from get- 
ting to the rivers, by which means-the 
Level would become more and more 
annoyed, and the waters being thus flop- 
ped and interrupted in their paffage to 
the rivers, they would for want of a pro- 
per fupply of back water begin to de- 
cay, fo that in time every thing would 
contribute and concur as it were in the 
bringing on a general inundation and 
furrounding. 

That feveral parts of the Level were 
encumbered with reeds and aiders,' 
which in fome places ferved for the har- 
bour and Ihelter of deer, and were a 
part of the king's foreft, appears from a 
prefentment made the 24 E. L in the 
year 1305, in which it is fet forth.: 

That the tenants of the abbots of 
Ramfey in the town of Ram fey ; and 

the tenants of the abbot of Thorney in 

Whittlefea, 
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Whittlefea had wafted all the kn of 
Kin^fdelf of the alders, haflbcks, and 
rulhes, eftimated at a thoufand acres, 
fo thit the king's deer could not have 
harbour there, as they had before 
that pei ambulation, (fee Dugdale, page 

As, after the Level became inundat- 
ed, and the waters were hindered in 
their free defcent towards the fea, it 
became neceflary to contrive drains and 
fewers for the relief and exficcation 
thereof, in the Saxon times, when the 
Iflarid became divided into feveral 
kingdoms, of which this Level was 
a part of one, and a great ^ part of . it 
became inverted in the hands of bifh- 
ops, abbots, priors, and religious houfes,^ 
many fchemes and methods were con- 
trived by each of them for the im- 
provement of their feveral eftates. 

And many drains and fewers were 
made for their relief; and as Wifbeach 
was then looked upon as the great, 
and perhaps the only, outfall for the 

S waters 
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waters of the Great Level, all the 
lewers and drains were contrived and 
made to lead and Convey the waters 
thereto: which in all probability was 
then for want of a proper fupply of 
back water, come into decay, and 
not pafling the waters ofiF fo readily 
as they delired, for the more fpeedy 
and eflkd;ual relief of that part of the 
Level about Littleport, Well, Maney, 
Mepal, Sutton &c. they found means 
of turning the waters of the Great 
Ouze from Littleport by Rebeck into 
the Ouze parva, to lead them to an- 
other outfall at Lynn : Thereby great- 
ly accelerating and in time compleat- 
the ruin of the original outfall at 
Wifbeach; for that growing by the 
means above mentioned, into more 
hafty decay, (in the 11 of £• III.) in 
the year 1336, it was prefented, that 
the ftream of the water called Wd- 
lenhee, which had been ufed to run 
towards the fea, under the fea bank 
of Walfoken, where it had made fo 
great a depth and Hollownefs that 

the 
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the lands in that town had a fuffici- 
ient evacuation of their waters to the 
fea thereby, being at the fuit of the In- 
habitants of the counties of North- 
ampton, Cambridge, Huntingdon and 
Lincoln, made to the king, and judge- 
ment of his court, diverted to- 
wards Wiggenhall, by Well dam» the 
fands were grown to that height in 
thofe channels, wherein it had former- 
ly palTed, that the waters of the faid. 
town of Walfoken, could not draih 
any longer that way; by reafon of 
which no lefs than three hundred a- 
cres of ground fowed with winter 
corn were in the feventh year of the 
reign of the faid king Edward III. 
overflowed and drowned, fee Dugdale 
page 256. 

As by the prefentfnent it appears, 
that it was at the fuit of the inhabi- 
tants of the feveral counties before 
mentioned, that the waters of Wel- 
lenhee, as they were then called, 

S 2 were 
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were diverted from their antient out- 
fall at Wifbeach, and turned to another 
at Lynn, it muft be fuppofed that the 
latter at that time muft have been the 
deeper, and better of the two: and 
confequently that the former had fuf- 
fered decay, as it had antiently been 
the only confiderable one ; and the 
latter muft have been greatly improVed, 
as it fornrerly had been a very fmall 
and inconfiderable one. Which diver- 
fion of the waters by Well dam to- 
wards Lynn, being then in the ii 
of E, III. fpoken ot as a thing formerly 
done, and as the channel at Lynn muft 
be fuppofed to be at that time fufEcient- 
ly capacious, deep, and fit to carry 
them off to fea: or otherwife it muft 
have been very imprudent and abfurd^ 
to have expetled fuch a relief by fuch 
a diverfion. 

* 

And as that channel, before the time 
of the turning the waters of the great 
Ouze that way, was a very Imall 
arid inconfiderable one, fo thofe wa- 
ters 
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ters muft have diverted and turned 
from Littleport down into that chan- 
nel long before, and in very early 
times. 

And as it is evident in this inflance 
what a pernicious effeft to the chan- 
nel the diverfion of the waters out 
this antient courfe of Wal^en, which 
was alfo a part of the old channel, 
produced, it will be eafy to conceive 
what prodigious hurt the channel and 
outfall of Wifbeach muft have receiv- 
ed by the diverfion of the Great 
Ouze; to which the diverfion of the 
waters from Walfoken by Wiggenhiall 
to Lynn, alfo fucceeding, thefe two 
alterations muft be looked upon as the 
great caufesof the bane and ruin of 
the antient and original outfall at 
Wift)each. 



I have been the longer upon this 
head, not only as it was a principal 
point, but as I was willing to fliew in 
general the gradations by which the 

S3 Level 



26» THE HISTO?LV pf 

Level feems to have become totally: 
and conftantly furrounded, and the 
antient river at Wifbeach brought in- 
to a flate of decay : without fuch vi- 
olent commotions in nature as this 
Ifland does not feem to be common- 
ly addifted to: and which we have 
no Warrant from hiftory tofuppofe; 
I fhall therefore now proceed. 

Eleventhly, To (hew that the coun- 
try about Boflon and Spalding in Lin- 
colnfliire, as well as Marfhand in Nor- 
folk, and probably divers other parts 

of the marfties, which were originally 
gained from the fea and imbanked 

by the Romans, after they had been 

inhabited, cultivated, improved, and 

in fome parts planted, were either 

wholly, or a great part thereof, by 

fome great and extraordinary breach 

of the fea banks, or the banks made 

for defending them from the land-floods, 

or both, inundated, and lay depopulated 

and wafte for fome confiderable fpace 

of time ; in which they became raiied 

by 



BEDFORD LEV- EL. 263 

by the filt of the fea waters, and by 
the fullage and Ibil of the frefbes meet^ 
ing therewith much higher, than they 
were originally, or at the time of 
their firfl imbankation and cultiva- 
tion, till at length by numerous fuc- 
ceeding accidents of that kind they 
came to be railed as they now are 
from ten to fixteen or eighteen feet 
in fome places higher than they were 
at the time of the firft imbankation. 

That the country about Bofton, and 
Spalding and fome parts of Mar£h -land, 
at leaft was inhabited, cultivated, and 
planted, when its furface was from ten 
to fixteen or eighteen feet lower than it 
is at prefent, is evident from thofe feve- 
ral articles before mentioned, which 
were found at thofe dephts under the 
prefent foil, (fee propofition 8) 

That this muft have been after the 
imbankation, is manifeft, from propofi- 

tions the 7th and 8th. 

They 
S4 
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That they were inundated and depo- 
pulated, either wholly, or in part, by 
fome great and fudden irruption and 
breach of the fea banks, or the banks 
made for defending them from the land- 
floods, or both, is highly probable. By 
the many jnflances of fuch like breaches 
in the fea banks having happened in the 
neighbourhood of Bofton, about Wif- 
beach, and in Marlh-land; fome of 
which have been already mentioned in 
this difcourfe ; to which may be added 
the following relations to be met with in 
Pugdale. 

In the 15 E. I. in the year 1286^ (fee 

page 11) where fpeaking of Holland 

in Lincolnfhire, he fays, there was a 

great inundation in thofe parts ; at which 

time the mod of Bofton was drowned, 

and the monaftery of Spalding fuflPered 
great lofs. 

In the time of Edward III. it was pre- 
fented by the jurors, that a certain bank 
extending from Terrington to the gutter 

of 
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of Walton, called Nobeche-gole, was 
much torn by the raging of the fea* 

I And in the year 1613 (the 11 J. I.) 

on the fir ft of November, happened a 

very great breach of bank, and dread- 
ful! inundations of the fea, which is re- 
corded in. the church of Wifbeach, up- 
on the Eaft wall of the South aile, and 
of which the jurors for the hundred of 
Freebridge in Marfh-land, prefented at 
King's Lynn,, on the 9th of December, 

the fame yean 

That four hundred rods of a fea bank 

belonging to the town of Terrington, 

were ruinated by the rage of the fea 

that happened at the time before men- 

tioned* 

And that there were at that time loft 1876 

Iheep, amounting to the fum of L. 458 o ^ 

Great cattle 120 valued at 322 o q 

Corn fowed in the field 480! ^^^ _ ^ 

^ f 720 o o 
acres at 30s. per acre. J ' 

Hay loft in the field and 1 

barns to the value ot j 

Cora 
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Corn in bams to the value of 700 o a 
Grafs in the fields to the value of 500 o a 
Dwelling houfes utterly ruin- 
ed and wafted in number 1^ 
And 142 Dwelling houfes 
impaired to the value of 1 000 o 6 

Bedding and other houfehold 
ftuff loft to the value 6f 40 o a 

In this diftrefs the people of the 
town fled to the church for refuge^ 
fome to hay-ftacks, fome to the baulks, 
of the houfes, till they were near famifti-. 
ed ; poor women leaving their children* 
fwimming in their beds^ till good people 
venturing their lives went into the war» 
ter to fetch them out at the windows^ 
whereof Mr. Brown the minifter did 

a 

fetch feveral to the church upon hi? 

back ; and had it not pleafed God to move 

the hearts of the Mayor and Alder- 

men of King's- Lynn with compaCt 

fion, who fent beer and provifions 

thither by boats, many muft have pe- 

rifhed; which boats came the direft way 

over the foil from Lynn to Terring- 

ton. 

It 
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It was at that time alfo prefented, 
a creek which now runs under Ter- 
rington bank, and underneath them, 
hath within four or five years laft 
paft run half a mile off, and that a- 
bout twenty, years fince it did run 
about a mile off. 

That they think that the approach 
of the faid creek is the greatefl caufe 
of the decay and overthrow of the 
faid banks ; and at this prefent, the 
faid creek runs where banks have 
lately flood ; being twenty four foot 
deep at low waten 

And that by the faid outrage there 
are four other great creeks worn in 
the whole ground to the to\ynward, 
where there was corn reaped the laft 
harvefl • whereof two of the faid creeks 
are four fcore foot broad each, and 
near thirty foot deep, and are worn 

to the towriward within ten rods of 
the Indyke, by the reflowing and ebb- 
ing of the waters from out of the 
town to feaward ; and that thofe creeks 
were fo worn within the ipace of for-- 
ty eight hours / 

It 
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It was alfo prefented, that there 
had been four fcore and two rods of 
bank made very ftrongly with lime 
and ftone, which coft at the firll mak- 
ing between fixteen and twenty pounds 
per rod^ and oihers which within 
fifty years lall pad cod ' making two 
thoufand and t\yenty pounds, and that 
nine fcore rod, part there )f, which had 
for twenty years lalt been made with 
earth, ftraw and wood, at four pound 
per rod per annum; which is for eve- 
ry year fe/en hundred and twenty 
pounds : 

That there were other fix rods of 
ftone wall made, which coft two 
hundred pounds ; the yearly repairs of 
which for the fpace of twelve or 
fourteen years laft pall ' coft two hun- 
dred pounds per annum ; 

They alfo prefenteid,, that the fait 
marfhes of Terrington were exceeding- 
ly worn away j That the king s majef- 
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ty had loft a piece of marfh called the 
Gonge marfh, containing about three 
hundred acres, befides one hundred, 
acres of other marlhes intireiy iofl; 
in thirty years time; Which marfhes 
. they fuppbfe were loft by the ebbing 
and flowing of the fea into the creeks, 
wearing them* larger and deeper for 
want of dams to prevent the ebbs 
from running out. 

It was likewife prefented, that the 
waters of Wifbeach and Elm, had an- 
tiently fallen to the four Gotes, as 
they then did, and from thence in 
the memory of man, more than a 
mile off Terrington banks; And as it 
is very probable that in antient time 
they have fallen to the fea much 

'farther oflfl 



And in their opinions, upon their 
view taken, they thought they might 
at that time be carried a nearer way 
to the fea; viz. from the four Gotes 
aforefaid^ over Tyd marlh and Sut* 

ton 
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Upon which the inhabitants of Marfb- 
land exhibited a petition to that honour- 
able board, imploring their care for the 
fafety of that country : and intimating 
that the building of that intended fluice 
would be an apparent overthrow there- 



of. 



In confequence of which repreffenta- 
tion, Mr. Henry Kirvell, Mr. Robert 
Balam, with fome others, were com- 
miffioned, to take a view of the dan- 
ger of this country on Terrington 
fide, by the fretting of the channel 
as it then ran: who accordingly did 
view the fame, and certified, that the 
channel of frelh waters did very much 
hurt to Terrington, and the whole coun- 
try of Marlh-land ; and that by convey- 
ing more waters . that way, the whole 
country would be indangered ; and there- 
fore for the greater fafety thereof, they 
werfe of opinion, that a new cut, made 
from the four Gotes over Tid and Sut- 
ton marlhes into King's Creek, would 
be the bed iifue for thofe waters. 

The 
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The river Nene being brought from 
Peterborough W Guyhirn between fuf- 
ficient banks, for the better grinding of 
the out-fall ; and that the river Ihould 
be cut ilraight from the Horfe-fhoe to 
the four Gotes. (fee Dugdalc. page 282.) 

As it appears by the foregoing ac- 
counts that thofetnarfhes, which were 
originally gained ^om the fea, have in 
later times fu flailed great damages, 
fome of which hai^e been almofl fuf* 
ficient to depopulsife confiderable parts 
of them, and as ^e phasnomena and 
difcoveries before fpoken of, evince 
that they have b^en liable to, and 
have fuffered fuch like calamities in 
more early times ;\but yet after the 
cultivation and improvement thereof, 
fo the great accretioi and increafe of 
the foil, and great allvance of the fur- 
face of thofe counties, plainly evince 
that there* muft have \)een a time fince 
their firft recovery ind cultivation, in 
which fome fuch lilip accidents have 

• ' not 
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not only overwhelmed and depopu- 
lated them; but they mud for fome 
confiderable f{;)ace of lime have laid 
inundated and defolat?, before they 
were again recovered and inhabited. 

It is probable tha: they were ori- 
,ginally inhabited, cultivated and im- 
proved by the Rdnans, who beihg 
at the pains of recotering them from 
the fea, would mofl likely be inclin- 
ed to cultivate ani improve themi 
to make ^ them profitable, by way of 
recompence for ther labour, ahd this 
feems agreeable botl to the difpofition 
and produce of thofe induftrious and 
ehterprifing people. • - 

/ • • 

For after the dnining of the Pomp- 
tine marfhes in laly about the year 
593 ^ft^^ the building of Rome, before 
they entered this Ifland, where in all 
likelihood they had learned the art of 
improving Marfh-land; the country- 
people, allured bjr the richnefs of the 

foil, lettled themfdvcs there in fuch a-; 
- . bundancc. 
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bundance, that thtre was faid to be 
not long after three and twenty tours 
to this place; it bfling a land capable 
of many thoufand liufbandmen. 

It is therefore v^y probable, that 
being allured by tht fruitfulnefs of 
the foil of the marfties, recovered by 
them in this Ifland, they might make 
a very rapid progrefs\ in the improve- 
ment thereof; and teing inhabited 
by them for near twohundred years, 
it might have been lelt by them, or 
at lead have been macfe by them, a 
very flourifhing country 



But their divifions and ^iftraftions at 
home calling them away, \vA they tak- 
ing many cjif the civilized ^ritons along 
with them J and the counlry being in- 
volved in wars with the Sd)ts and Pi6ls, 
before they called m the S^ons to their 
aid, who at firfl being emplolxd in thofe 
wars, and fettled in othenparts of the 
Great Level above them, (being long 

T 2 \ negleded. 
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neglected, and little regarded, the banks 

of the former, and rivers and drains of 

the latter, would cfcourfefall into decay 

and both would become dcfolate, and 

lye as it were wile, and loft, until things 

were more fettled, and the Saxons had 

eftabliihed themfclves, and planted their 

feveral kingdoms therein ; which they 

would then begn to improve by fuch 
methods as were moft agreeable to the 

foil, the nature; and fituation thereof; 
and to their works it is moft reafonablc 
to impute the legaining, and improving 
of the marftiest as, to the number of re- 
ligious houfes in time rifing up, may be 
afcribed the noft early attempts for the 
recovery and improvement of the upper 
parts of the Level, which being at firft 
partially, and perhaps only temporarily, 
annoyed, by the works of the Romans, 
fooii after totally became a deep and hor- 
rible fen. 

FINIS. 



ERRATA. 



Page 54* I* 20. for imhankdertng read imhankti^g. 
Page 54. !• 21. tor boring read bordering. 
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